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HUNGARIAN 
REFUGEE 
FUND 


Vienna, Dec. 31, 1956 


We, the undersigned, wish to state our approval 
and recognition of the interdenominational 
Protestant ministry achieved by the Rev. Doug- 
las G. Stewart, director of the European Evan- 
gelistic Crusade (Evangeliche Europa Mission), 
among the many thousands of Hungarian refu- 
gees, who fled into Austria. He and his mis- 
sionaries have performed a most definite and 
invaluable service for the cause of Christ among 
these homeless and destitute people. This Chris- 
tian ministry has been evidenced in the follow- 
ing manner: 

$60,000 of clothing and food channeled through 
the Red Cross for distribution among needy 
Protestant refugees in Austria and suffering 
Protestants in Hungary. The spiritual needs of 
the refugees have been met, in that Rev. Doug- 
las Stewart has been responsible for the print- 
ing of 100,000 Gospels of St. John, 10,000 New 
Testaments and 200,000 tracts in the Hungarian 
language. This distribution and purchasing of 
Scripture portions has been vitally important as 
present supplies of Bible have been exhausted. 


Besides this, Rev. Stewart has completed and 
paid for a Hungarian hymnbook, together with 
music, with fifty of the best Protestant Hungar- 
ian hymns, taken from the Hungarian Reformed, 
Lutheran and Baptist hymnbooks. 


In closing we wish to emphasize that a definite 
work has been accomplished by Rev. Douglas 
Stewart and his Mission in that they have laid 
a very important groundwork for the future spir- 
itual and physical aid among the Hungarian 
refugees. | «eS 
Last, but most important ‘of ‘all, Rev. Douglas 
Stewart has been instrumental in rescuing in- 
dividuals and families out of Hungary into the 
freedom of the West, at great personal risk to 
his own life. 


(signed) 


Prof. D. Trombitas 

Professor of Theology, Presbyterian 
Church, Vienna, Austria 

Prof. Dr. G. K. Entz 

Professor of Theology, Lutheran 
Church, Vienna, Austria 

Dr. S. Haraszti 

Vice Principal Baptist Seminary 
Budapest, Hungary 

Karl Zedlacker, Director of Austrian 
Y.M.C.A. and 

Member International Y.M.C.A. 
Helmut J. Goldschmidt 

Protestant layman and journalist 
Vienna, Austria 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Vienna, Austria 
January 8, 1957 


To Whom it may Concern: 

This is to certify that | have personally observed 
and come in contact with the activities of Rev. 
Douglas Stewart among Hungarian refugees. | 
have been very pleased to note that his work 
places its main emphasis on the spiritual needs 
of the Hungarians. 

Rev. Stewart’s missionaries have held evangel- 
ical meetings wherever possible in the camps 
and have distributed, in addition to material 
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Newly arrived Hungarian refugee child looks to the West for hope, a home and freedom. 


Copyright, 1957 Used by permission of Rev. Douglas Stewart 


aid, hundreds of thousands of Bible, New 
Testaments, Hymn Books, and tracts in Hungar- 
ian to the refugees. 
The great disillusionment which has followed 
the years of Communist indoctrination is great- 
est among the Hungarians who were idealistic 
Communists. Rev. Douglas Stewart’s work has 
been directed toward filling that vacuum with 
spiritual values in the lives of these people. The 
need is great and | am glad that Rev. Stewart 
and his co-workers have done so much toward 
filling that need. 
(signed) David S. Lusby, Vice Consul 

Embassy of the United States of America 


From the very first day 
that the Hungarian Re- 
fugees began to stream 
across the frontier, the 
missionaries of the Eu- 
ropean Evangelistic Cru- 
sade have been giving 
physical and spiritual aid | 
to these hungry and | 
homeless people. 


* 


Board of Directors 


Dr. George A. Palmer, 
President of the Board of 
Directors 

Mr. Thornley B. Wood, Vice 
President 

Mr. Earle B. Daum 

Dr. Ralph S. Wright 

Dr. Lehman Strauss 


Miss Ethel O. Moote 


Reference Council 


Rev. Paul E. Billheimer 
Rev. George T. B. Davis 
Rev. John P. Forsyth 
Dr. J. H. Hunter 

Rev. C. H. C. Jackson 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer 
Dr. James McGinley 
Dr. F. J. Miles 

Dr. Palmer Muntz 

Dr. J. Winslow Smith 
Rev. Howard Sugden 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot 





Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart | am enclosing §............ 
neh donate 32. to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of 
the Hungarian refugees. 


| have and am personally supervising our relief 
ministry to the Hungarian refugees. | have seen 
their appalling physical need, as well as their 
need for the comfort of God’s Word and the 
message of salvation in this tragic hour; and 
since | speak the Hungarian language | was 
able to gain their confidence and to work more 
closely with them. 

The EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE is 
continuing to send physical and spiritual aid to 
the Hungarian refugees who still continue to 
escape into Austria daily. HELP THESE COUR- 
AGEOUS PEOPLE NOW IN THEIR HOUR OF 
DESPERATE NEED. These are moments of crisis 
and momentous change and we cannot wait to 
help the thousands who are suddenly homeless, 
sick, hungry and comfortless. THEY NEED YOUR 
HELP NOW! 

As God directs and touches your heart, please 
send $1.00, $5.00, $10.00 or $100.00; but send 
it today and mark it “Hungarian refugees.” W65 
NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND WE URGENTLY 
NEED YOUR SUPPORT NOW! 

Yours on behalf of the Hungarian Refugees, 


Dams G Stooat. 


iouglas G. Stewart, Director 


D 
Please address all gifts and correspondence to: 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 
| Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
j Director for North America 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart | EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 

| 

| 

| 

| 


811 Westview Street, Dept. E 


| 
| 
| 
| 
(Member Mission |.F.M.A.) 
Philadelphia 19, Pa. : 
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CHILDREN IN © 
DANGER 


“This is a fervent request that you 
will rescue my five children from great 
danger. The oldest is only 11. My hus- 
band cannot do any work because, during 
the communistic guerrilla warfare, their 
great cruelty and destruction drove him 
out of his mind, and naturally he is un- 
able to help. I am struggling to provide 
the bare necessities of life for my little 
ones. With the greatest of difficulty I 
manage to secure just a loaf of bread, 
and this not every day. 


“We had a small bit of property, but 


the communists destroyed it, and now 
we are in the streets. My children have 
developed bronchial trouble. I cannot 
send them to school because I do not 
have the money to buy them bread, let 
alone pay for their schooling, books, etc. 
(In Greece, there is a small registration 
fee for each child who attends school, 
which the very poor cannot possibly 


pay) 


“Our poverty can hardly be imagined, 
and whatever you can do for my chil- 
dren—food, clothing, anything—you will 
save them and God will reward you.” 

Angeliki Belli 


Do you ever have to wonder when you 
will eat again, as this family does? In 
Greece, where one third of the popula- 
tion makes less than 25¢ a day, this sit- 
uation is not uncommon. But can we be 
comfortable sitting in front of our full 
dinner plates, knowing that with only 
$1.00 we can provide 22 Ibs. of surplus 
food to these gaunt, sickly, despairing 
ones? That with $6.00 we can ship them 
a bundle of clothing; that with $15.00 
a month we can provide home care for a 
child? Nor should we be content to stop 
there, but seek to bring God’s Word 
through gifts of Bibles and Testaments 
to the spiritually starved also. Ask the 
Lord what He would have you do, and 
write to the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y. (In Canada write to 90 
Duplex Avenue, Toronto 7, Ontario.) 


Rie AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.O. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N. Y 
CANADA: 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT 











LETTERS 


KOREA AND WORLD VISION 


. . » We in World Vision have been very 
much pleased by the splendid article on 
Korea [Feb.] and a phase of the work that 


“has been told in the article. 


I do have one suggested correction and 
that is World Vision actually in Korea alone 
supports 106 orphanages instead of 48 or- 
phan homes as intimated in the article with 
orphans actually supported as of today close 
to nine thousand. 

May God bless you in the great respon- 
sibility and the wonderful work you are do- 
ing on the magazine. 

FRANK C. PHILLIPS 

Executive Secretary 

World Vision, Inc. 
Los Angeles, Calif. , 


THE WINNER 


I was pleased to see the portion of your 
editorial in the February issue that was de- 
voted to Eric Liddell, “the man who 
wouldn’t run on Sunday.” I had the privi- 
lege of being educated at the same school 
that Liddell went to (a joint Baptist and 
Congregational foundation, over a century 
old) where for several years now a portion 
of the boarding house has been named in 
his memory. 

. . . Directly after the Olympic Games 
were over he went to China as a missionary, 
and stayed there for the rest of his life. He 
died in a Japanese concentration camp 
during the war of “sacrificial starvation.” 

. .. Today there are several sportsmen in 
Britain . ... who have refused international 
honors rather than take part in sport on a 
Sunday. The Jesus Christ who was Eric 
Liddell’s Savior is theirs as well, and they 
are not ashamed to witness to the fact. 

Barry F. Lone 
Sunderland, Durham, Eng. 


THE CHURCH IN CHINA 


I appreciated immensely your feature arti- 
cle of the interview with Canon Arrow- 
smith. It was indeed reassuring to know how 
the church of China is faring. 

It is my hope that we in the West shall 
not be too skeptical of the Canon’s seem- 
ingly impartial observations, but rather de- 
vote ourselves to a more consecrated prayer 
effort on behalf of this struggling body of 
believers. 

It is my feeling that we have been too 
critical of our brethren under Communistic 
tule in the matter of assuming that there is 
absolutely no religious freedom in any of 
these countries under the Red flag; then 
following that with the next logical assump- 
tion that since there is no freedom, those 
who are now professing Christ are really 
Christians in name only. 

But this interview seems to dispel any 
such false assumptions, and I am inclined 
to agree with Mr. Arrowsmith that it is far 
better to “err on the side of being naive 
and trusting than to treat our fellow Chris- 
tians with cynicism and mistrust.” 

It is far too easy for us who are far re- 
moved from the scene of Communist en- 
vironments to fall prey to the fallacy of 
hasty generalizations. 





Let us all pray for our brethren in China 
rather than “prey” on them. We must al- 
ways keep in mind that God can work in 
spite of Communism. 

May God continue to bless you, brother 
Barnhouse, in your fine publication. I look 
forward to it every month. 

IvAN F. EstLe 
Joliet, Ill. : 


ONE BODY IN CHRIST 


- . « I have worked in South America 
(Bolivia) since 1944 as a missionary under 
the South America Indian Mission. The last 
year or two, ETERNITY began reaching us 
and never failed to bring real blessing to 
our hearts. ; 

But most of all, I want to say how much 
I (and many of the rest of us on the field) 
appreciate your stand in these days. Now, 
finally, “We Are One Body in Christ” in 
the March number is a real climax. What a 
blight these divisions are on the mission 
field! Have you ever thought of publishing 
this article in tract form? 

So may the Lord bless you. I am praying 
for you as you stand for the spirit of the 
Word of God. 

WILLIAM PENCILLE 
Rochester, Minn. 
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A wealth of information to help you 
plan and organize your vacation 
Bible school—place, time, staff, 
finances, publicity, and much more 
—PLUS a complete description of 
the ALL-NEW VBS Course for 1957 


JESUS 


Single theme . . . Ten true-to-the- 
Bible lessons on specific calls to 
Christian action . .. Graded: Nursery 
through Teen-age . . .. Colorful... 
Complete ... Practical . . . Low costl 


See these fascinating materials and 
get your FREE VBS Planbook 
TODAY at your Bookstore or 
STANDARD PUBLISHING ; 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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Partial view of Bogota, capital city of Colombia, Seuth America. All over Latin-America cities such as this are expanding rapidly. 


Can Latin-America 
Be Won tor Christ? 


ame of the opportunity and problems confronting the 
Protestant movement in Latin-America today is the 
incident which took place recently in one of Costa Rica’s 
modern hotels. In a private room on the sixth floor, over- 
looking the expanding city, a group of professional men had 
gathered to hear Dr. René Pache, Swiss Evangelical Student 
Fellowship representative en route through the Americas. 
Challenging him was a brilliant young Costa Rican lawyer 
—a Roman Catholic and an associate of the head of the law 
school of the University of Costa Rica. 

“I am in full agreement,” he was saying to Dr. Pache, 
“with your diagnosis that the fundamental trouble with 
humanity in the world today is what you call sin. But,” he 
continued, “when you say that the solution to humanity’s 


The grace of Christ is not a reward for merit, but a free, unearned gift. 


dilemma is to be found in the death of the Christ upon a 
cross, I do not understand what you mean. How can the 
death of Christ save men?” 

Christian workers present in that gathering leaned for- 
ward with peculiar intensity to hear the question of that 
young Costa Rican lawyer. They recognized in him the rep- 
resentative of a growing strategic group of Latin-Ameri- 
cans. They were aware of the new class that is surging today 
all over Latin-America—a professional class made up of 
office workers, technicians, engineers, lawyers, doctors, teach- 
ers, business men—the product of the industrial and 
technological revolution that is transforming the continent. 

They knew full well that practically every political reform 
movement that has taken place in recent years in the Latin- 
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Students in the Seminario Biblico, San Jose, Costa Rica—one of the outstanding centers for 
the training of leaders for evangelical work in Latin-America. The cover was taken from 
this photo. 































American countries has been sparked and directed by young By R. KENNETH STRACHAN 
men of this new middle class. In the person of that young 
man they saw the potential leaders of Latin-America in General Director, Latin America Mission 


whose hands is the destiny of that great area of the world. 
And in his question they were reminded that as a group, 
this new middle class has not yet fully committed itself. 
They are still men in search of a way of life—indifferent if 
not antagonistic to the dogmas and traditions of the past, 
attracted if not yet convinced by the modern ideologies of 
the left—but as a group, still open and searching, still wait- 
ing to decide. 

The question that hung suspended in the intense atmos- 
phere of that hotel room waiting for an answer was both 
a confession of need and a revelation of ignorance. And at 
the same time it presented the Protestant missionaries there 
with both the challenge of an unparalleled opportunity and 
the problem of making the Christian message relevant to 
a modern generation that sees no logical connection between 
sin and the death of Christ. 

The profoundly significant fact about this class of men 
is that it represents the great potential leadership of Latin- 
America tomorrow in every sphere of life. The destiny of 
Latin-America is in their hands, and the point that ought 
to be underscored for evangelicals is that Protestantism has 
always made the greatest appeal to the middle class. The 
hope of Latin-America may very well be found in these 
young professionals—but their hope is in Christ alone. And 
the great problem facing the Protestant movement today 


is the problem of making Christ relevant, of giving an ieetiiedinnden oeteatias analies |. Young Coste Ricans 
(Continued on page 47) participate in a program over missionary radio TIFC, in San Jose. 
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The AUTHORITY 





Our Lord Himself, while He was on earth, and all the 


apostles bore witness to this great doctrine. They 


made it the basis of all their teaching. Are we to 


abandon it for the shaky subjectivism of modern criticism? 


s we approach this whole problem of authority in the 
contemporary situation we are very much in the same 
position as were the members of the early Church. 

Our interest in this question of authority, as I tried to 
indicate in my previous article, is a practical one. We are 
not interested in a theoretical manner, but we are con- 
cerned about the matter because it involves the whole ques- 
tion of evangelism. 

In the early days of the Church the apostles went around 
preaching the Resurrection and Jesus as Lord, Jesus as the 
Savior of the world. They proclaimed that He was the Son 
of God, and they said that “there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). In other words they proclaimed Jesus as the Son of 
God, the final and supreme authority. That was their mes- 
sage. But of course they did not preach that message in 
isolation. Passages like Acts 17:1-4 and I Corinthians 15:1-4 
make that perfectly clear. They preached Jesus as the Son 
of God and Savior of the world in the context of the Old 
Testament message and the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The first official sermon, in a sense, that was ever preach- 





This is the second of a series of three messages delivered at the recent 
triennial of the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students in 
Canada. It is printed here through arrangement with the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, which holds all copyrights. The series is running 
concurrently in His magazine, organ of U. S. and Canadian IVCF and 
will later be available in book form. The author is one of Great 
Britain’s most influential preachers and is pastor of London’s West- 
minster Chapel. Dr. Lloyd-Jones is a Welsh physician turned Bible 
expositor. He is president of IFES and a frequent speaker at British 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship gatherings. 


6 To ignore the presence of the Lord is poor discipleship 


ed under the auspices of the Christian Church as we know 
her and recognize her was preached by the Apostle Peter at 
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And you observe there 
that he presents Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of God and 
the Savior of the world very largely by expounding Old 
Testament Scriptures. 

Now it is very vital and important that we should under- 
stand that. Jesus was not preached in isolation but in the 
context of that which had gone before. God did not begin 
to act at Bethlehem. We must never conceive of revelation 
as only existing in Christ or beginning with the coming of 
Christ into the world. God had revealed Himself in times 
past, as Hebrews 1:1-3 reminds us. God had spoken “at 
sundry times and in divers manners,” and therefore the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ must always be thought of 


in this context and in this setting. The Book of the Acts _ 


makes it abundantly clear that the apostles recognized that 
unless they could reconcile their new message with the 
whole teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures, their 
claims would fail. So they were constantly at great pains to 
show and to prove that. It is expressed thus in Acts 17:3: 
“Opening and alleging that Christ must needs have 
suffered.” 

Paul “reasoned” with the Jews in the synagogue out of 
the Scriptures. It was an essential part of apostolic preach- 
ing to prove that the Lord Jesus was the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament promises, and that the God who had started 
acting in the Garden of Eden, and who had continued to 
act throughout the centuries in various ways, had now 
brought all this to a great and grand climax. Their claim 
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By D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 


was that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament and 
all its promises. 

We have another illustration of this same thing in a 
statement made by the apostle Peter: “We have a more 
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed”—but which, clearly, could be better expressed thus: 
“We have also a word of prophecy made more sure” (II 
Pet. 1:19). There, the apostle Peter says in effect, is your 
evidence. There is the authority. “We have not preached 
cunningly devised fables.” He then gives his testimony as 
to what he and the other two disciples had witnessed on 
the mount of transfiguration. But, he goes on to say, “You 
need not rely only upon our word and upon our witness 
and upon our evidence. There is something which is even 
stronger than that, You can go back and read your Old 
Testament prophecies and you can then see how all these 
have been fulfilled down to the smallest detail in the per- 
son and the life and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

There you have a powerful argument which was used by 
the apostles, and it is absolutely essential that we should 
understand this. You cannot separate the Lord Jesus Christ 
from the background and the context of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

Our Lord Himself, of course, did this same thing. He 
constantly not only referred to the Old Testament but He 
also used it as an argument. Take for instance John 5:39: 
“Search the scriptures,” or if you prefer, “Ye do search the 
scriptures, for in them ye think that ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me.” Constantly He shows 
and proves by direct assertion and by questions asked in 
order to confuse and confound His adversaries, that He is 
the fulfillment of what was foretold in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

I say therefore that for all these reasons,:and we could 
easily elaborate, it is essential that we should consider Him 
in this context and in terms of this background. 

So quite inevitably, in any consideration of final author- 
ity, and in any consideration of the final authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself (with which we have already 
dealt) we are driven of necessity to a consideration of the 
Scriptures and the authority of the Scriptures. There is, 
here, a definite logical sequence. The great message we pro- 
claim is the message concerning the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, His Person and His work. But it is my contention that 
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The triumph of the living Christ will give us power to live triumphantly. 


you cannot do this apart from the whole context of the 
Bible. 

It is not surprising in view of this that the authority of 
the Scriptures has often been a matter of dispute and debate 


(Continued on page 35) 








Tolstoy’s older brother amused the boy who was to become one of 
the greatest of all story-teHers by spinning for him imaginary tales of 
an Ant Brotherhood. On a green stick buried in the forest was written 
a wonderful secret that would make. all men b Ant Broth 





hood were expected to fulfill three mystic conditions: walk a crack in 
the floor without wavering; live an entire year without seeing a rab- 
bit alive, dead, or cooked; and stand in a corner and not think of a 
white bear. It was the last, of course, that made the thing impossible, 
because the human mind cannot sieve out something that it is trying 
not to think of. There are multitudes of people who are trying 
organize their lives so that they can live without thinking of the neces- 
sity of death, the need of pardon, and the certainty of eternity. The 
more they try to stand in their corners and not think of these things, 
the madder becomes their wild frustration. This is the secret of the 
turmoil in the lives of so many people. Face the realities, and God 
will come to you in Christ. Then all fears will be behind you fo 
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NICODEMUS HOUR 


During the war it was often difficult 
to get Pullman accommodations. Since 
I had to travel a great deal, a friend in 
the Pullman Company would secure my 
reservations, sometimes many days in 
advance, as soon as the tickets went on 
sale. One night I entered a train in 
New York City and found baggage in 
my berth. The conductor said that the 
place must have been sold double and 
that the first man in was the holder of 
the berth. The date on my ticket show- 
ed that it had been secured more than 
two weeks earlier. The other man, an 
elderly Roman Catholic priest, had re- 
ceived his ticket that day. The conduc- 
tor finally got a soldier to yield his place 
to the old man, but meanwhile the inci- 
dent put us together in the lounge car 
where we fell into conversation. 

He did not know who I was. He had 
his Latin breviary and I had a Greek 
Testament. Somehow, it didn’t enter the 
old man’s mind that I was not a Roman 
Catholic, and we talked freely. I told 
him that I had come to the place where 
I was not interested too much in the 
church, but that I was very much inter- 
ested in Christ. He began to talk of the 
evils in his church. He blamed the 
Jesuits for what he called their “side- 
chapel religion,” and said that all they 
wanted was power over the people. He 
deplored this trend and told me of the 
struggle between the Benedictines and 
the Jesuits, in what really amounts to a 
warfare between the spiritual and the 
carnal. 

About midnight, our conversation 
shifted to the Old Testament and to 
truths set forth therein. As I talked, the 
old man became more and more inter- 
ested. His face glowed and tears came to 
his eyes as he saw beauties of the Lord 
Jesus revealed in the stories of the Old 
Testament types. What moved him most 
was something he had never realized be- 
fore: that in the cleansing of the leper 
a drop of blood was placed on the lobe 
of the ear, on the thumb and on the 
great toe, and that a drop of oil was 
placed on top of the drop of blood (Lev. 
14). I pointed out that the oil was the 
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symbol of the Holy Spirit and that the 
Spirit never came directly upon the flesh 
but only on the blood. The aged priest 
overflowed with expressions of delight 
in the love of God and grace of God. 

It was almost four o’clock in the 
morning when we rose to return to our 
berths. He gave me his visiting card, 
and I saw that he had been honored by 
the church and held a high position in 
the Diocese of St. Louis. He wrote on 
the card, and I put it in my pocket. It 
remained with me for many years, and 
just today, while going through an as- 
sortment of old papers I came upon it. 
He had written, “Let us remember our 
Nicodemus hour. Nov. 17-18, 1941. 
Yours in Christ.” 

I have never forgotten him. At a ven- 
erable age sixteen years ago, he may well 
be in Heaven by now. He had looked 
beyond the church, beyond the saints, 
beyond the side chapels and the nov- 
enas, and had seen Christ alone. 


THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH 


We broke our deadline to include in 
this issue a brief word on President 


_ Eisenhower’s magnificent speech of Feb- 


ruary 20, on the Middle East problem. 
We heartily concur in all that he said. 
In brief, he made the following points: 

The Egyptians were wrong to break 
their treaty covering the Suez Canal, 
and movements of ships of all nations 
through it. The Israelis were wrong to 
attack Egypt; and, by implication, so 
were the British and French. The United 
Nations was right to exercise pressure 
against these nations. The British and 
French were right in withdrawing. 

Israel did well when she withdrew 
partway, but should also have relin- 
quished the Gaza strip and the port of 
Aqaba. The United Nations has de- 
manded her complete withdrawal. If 
Israel is allowed to flout this demand, 
it will mean the end of the usefulness 
of the United Nations; for the principle 
will be established that a nation can 
achieve advantage by force. Therefore, 
the United Nations must proceed against 
Israel and force her complete with- 
drawal. 


It may not be argued that Israel 
should be allowed to succeed in her 
aggression because Russia was allowed 
to crush Hungary. The situation is dif- 
ferent. Two wrongs do not make a 
right. Russia, one of the two strongest 
powers in the world, has right of veto 
in the Security Council. Therefore she 
cannot be reached by pressures such as 
must be exercised against Israel. 

Further, we cannot equate Russia 
with Israel, because Russia is ruled by 
atheistic despots, while Israel’s roots are 
in religion and law. Therefore, Israel 
must withdraw, but the United Na- 
tions must see to it that Israel will then 
have free passage of Suez and Aqaba. 
If Egypt disregards the clauses of the 
treaty which she has signed in recent 
months, the United Nations will move 
against her. 

In the light of the world situation, 
the President could not take any other 
course. Much as the sympathies of Chris- 
tians lie with Israel, we must realize that 
Israel is committing a great wrong and 
must be condemned. Our prayers are 
with the President and the forces of the 
United Nations. 


DEVOTED TO WHAT? 


I recently had occasion to spend an 
afternoon with two well-educated young 
laymen. One of them said that he had 
been saved fourteen years, the other had 
been saved five years. Yet the latter is 
spiritually advanced miles beyond the 
first, because he is totally devoted to the 
Word of God. 

They launched into a prolonged dis- 
cussion of biblical matters. I kept still 
and listened, noting how their minds 
worked, and also watching the younger 
Christian silence the other. The older 
Christian introduced his remarks with 
such phrases as, “I believe,” “But it 
seems to me,” “I think,” “It stands to 
reason that,” “We must believe that,” 
and a long string of similar detours from 
truth. The younger Christian said, “But 
God says,” “But this is refuted in such 
and such a verse,” “The answer to that 
is in Christ’s own words,” and other 
phrases that meant the same thing. 

Finally the man who was wallowing in 
the mud of human reasoning, mixed up 
with a few fundamental clichés, was re- 
duced to the ad hominum argument. I 
had broken into the conversation with 
a rectifying verse from the Word of God. 
He said, “But wait a minute. Don’t you 
think that there are men in other de- 
nominations who are just as devoted as 
you are and who think the opposite?” 

Before I could answer, the young 
Christian said incisively, “Devoted to 
what?” And then he continued with a 
statement that needs to be pondered by 
all who think religiously. He said, “I 
have been saved for five years. Just after 
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I was saved I began to read the Bible 
at Genesis, reading it as fast as I would 
read a novel. At the same time I began 
to read the Book of Romans and went 
through it once a week for three and a 
half years. I then began to spread out 
in detailed study of the rest of the 
Ward. I went to dozens of churches and 
listened to numerous men. I soon found 
that many of them were preaching re- 
hashed opinions that would not bear 
the light ot ihought If I attempted to 
discuss matters with them, they wanted 
to talk on the plane oi human logic. 
When I asked for Bible verses they shift- 
ed and refused to meet the argument on 
biblical grounds. I came to the conclu- 
sion that these men are devoted to their 
own opinions, devoted to their preju- 
dices, devoted to false theological sys- 
tems, but they are not devoted to the 
Word of God. Some of them read the 
Bible only to find proof-texts to buttress 
their little systems. They begin with 
man and not with God. And so they 
make no progress in their thinking. 
They will not come to the Word of God 
as those who know nothing and who 
wish to be taught by God.” 

There was no rebuttal, of course, for 
this is simple truth. If those who dis- 
agree spiritually would come together 
biblically there would be less tension 
and more agreement. There would be 
less glory given to human reasoning and 
more glory to God. God has the answers 
to our spiritual problems, but we must 
be willing to be humble and receive 
them. I Corinthians 8:2 says, “If any 
man thinks that he knows anything, he 
knows nothing as he ought to know it.” 


“TEN COMMANDMENTS” 


Since the newspapers are reporting 
how many millions of people have seen 
Cecil B. DeMille’s motion picture “The 
Ten Commandments,” ministers who 
preach to these millions should know 
what the picture is all about. Just as we 
cannot fight cancer without studying 
cancer tissue, and as we cannot refute 
Communism without studying Lenin 
and Marx, so we must know the false 
philosophy which is slipped into the 
minds of millions by such a satanic 
work as DeMille’s mighty, colossal, stu- 
pendous, super-gigantic, titanic spec- 
tacle. 

First, let us brush aside the criticisms 
that have been brought against the pic- 
ture on the grounds of its emphasis on 
sex. And we can brush aside the trite, 
vapid and inane presentation of Moses 
as the passionate lover or dream-boy of 
Pharaoh’s wife when he is eighty years 
old by the Bible, and about forty by De- 
Mille. We can dismiss as unimportant 
that Joshua is made Moses’ lieutenant 
even before Moses’ first departure from 
Egypt; and the location of the pit of 
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Korah at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

More important is the concept of 
Moses as unaware of his Hebrew origin 
until he was forty; and the whole fool- 
ish exile of Moses for love’s sake, in 
contrast to the clear teaching of the 
Word of God that Pharaoh tried to kill 
him and that he got away under his own 
power. And the time of the plagues was 
most certainly not the sort of trial and 
error method that DeMille sets forth. 
God told Moses to return to Egypt, “be- 
cause all the men are dead which sought 
thy life” (Exod. 4:19). 

But leave all these things aside. The 
satanism of DeMille’s opus is its false 
theology from beginning to end. The 
film is a sort of Fourth-of-July oration 
against the enslavement of men by men, 
ending with the triumphant cry that is 
on the Liberty Bell (Lev. 25:10). 

The theology of this film is that all 
men are made in the image of God, that 
God lives in every man, that God is a 
sort of extension of the fine legal mind, 
chiefly concerned with righting human 
wrongs. One or two Egyptians rather 
lean toward the Hebrews on the night 
of the Passover, and a few black slaves 
are brought along, in order to teach 
racial tolerance. The God of DeMille is 
the father of all men. There is no 
thought of the sin and depravity of the 
human race, which requires a blood 
atonement for sin in anticipation of the 
coming of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The antidote to the ideas set forth in 
this film is a stern teaching of biblical 
truth: 1) In Adam all men died spirit- 
ually; 2) The human race is in the im- 
age of Adam and only born-again ones 
are renewed in the image of God; 3) 
There are two fatherhoods in this world, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ (John 8) set 
forth in unmistakable fashion that the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, though the Creator, is not the 
Father of the unbelieving world; 4) All 
men are estranged from God by sin, and 
without the shedding of blood there is 
no remission; 5) Slavery to sin is worse 
than slavery to a taskmaster; 6) The 
Ten Commandments were not given as 
a set of rules to live by but as a measur- 
ing rod to show man his condemnation 
and turn him to the grace of God offer- 
ed through the expiatory sacrifice of 
Christ. To sum it all up: Grace and not 
the works of the law. 


RETORT 


The believer who is learning to let 
Christ fully possess him is sometimes 
startled when the Lord gives him insight 
into some horror from which he has 
been delivered, or from which he is be- 
ing delivered. 

While turning over the back pages of 
the Saturday Evening Post recently, a 


' supposedly humorous bit, set in the mid- 


dle of a page, caught my eye. It was 
called, “Retort”: 


“The mind licks the bruises. 

Where the hard words hit 

Like a hurled malignant stone; 
Considers some rock pile of its own 
And chooses. 

Making a phrase of slingshot fit, 
Scorning oblique, more gentle ruses, 
It slings a name to crush the bone 
And holds its breath to hear the 


groan.” 


When I read these words, I hastened 
to thank the Lord that He had seen us 
when we were in the hole of the pit and 
had dug us out and set our feet upon 
the rock. He put a new song into our 
mouths, and made us more like the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Our Lord was reviled, and He reviled 
not again. There was no -evil that men 
did not pour upon Him. We turn to 
the 69th Psalm which prophesies the 
earthly life and emotions of our Lord 
Jesus, and we see into His heart afresh. 
The Psalm speaks of Christ thus: “They 
that hate me without a cause are more 
than the hairs of my head”; “for thy 
sake I have borne reproach”; “I am be- 
come a stranger unto my brethren, and 
an alien unto my mother’s children, for 
the zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up”; “the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee are fallen upon me.” 


Another line, a few verses farther 
along takes us into the taverns where 
Jesus went, and shows how He was 
treated there: “They that sit in the gate 
speak against me; and I was the song 
of the drunkards.” We shudder when 
we think of it, but Jesus was certainly 
the butt of what we call “dirty cracks” 


‘today, and the “humorists” of the alleys 


rhymed their evil jests about Him. But 
in His mind there was no thought of 
how He- could fling a dirtier word 
against them. He had the power to do 
it, and when it was necessary, in judg- 
ment, He called the Pharisees “gener- 
ation of vipers,” “dirty graveyards,” 
“filthy cups.” But He never spoke 
against anyone in retaliation for their 
taunts. Whenever it was against Him- 
self, He answered not a word. 


In this context we read of Him, 
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow his 
steps: who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth 
righteously” (I Pet. 2:21-23). 


And His final mention of those who 
spoke and acted against Him was, “Fa- 
ther, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). 


God is not as interested in acts as He is in motives. 9 














HEAVEN MADE OPEN 


By NORTHCOTE DECK 


Former medical missionary to the Selomon. Islands 





hen Christ declared to Nathanael that He “saw”. him 

under the fig tree, (John 1:48) there was evidently 
something so supernatural that it draws from him the 
worshipping cry, “Rabbi Thou art the Son of God!” vs. 49. 
This is at once rewarded by Christ with the wonderful 
and significant promise to the group:—“Hereafter ye shall 
see heaven open.” The word “hereafter” might imply any 
time, not even yet. The Revised version omits the word, 
Dean Henry Alford holds that in any case it is implied. 
Dr. F. Godet insists that the word must be retained, but 
changes it to “from this time forward,” J. N. Darby to 
“henceforth,” while the “Cambridge Bible to “from hence- 
forth,” all clearly implying that from that moment onward 
something wonderful. was to begin to happen. Then the 
A.S.V., Dr. Godet, and Mr. Darby all change the adjective 
“open” to the verb “opened,” making the promise, “from 
henceforth ye shall see heaven opened.” The Cambridge 
Bible is still more graphic, “ye shall see the heaven made 
open.” This all indicates that since Christ has now come 


and is available for personal faith by believers, what was , 


not possible before will now begin to take place, a fact of 
great significance. Bengel comments, “the words imply the 
act of opening and the fact that before Christ the heaven 
was closed. And Luther: “When Christ entered on His 
ministry . . . then was the heaven opened, and it has been 
open ever since.” 

But what does “heaven made open” imply? Well, we read 
at Christ’s baptism (Matt. 3:16).“the heavens were opened 
[anoigo,] to him” and, at that time, seemingly only to Him. 
This is a most significant statement in view of the later 
repetition of the phrase. After the death of Christ, at 
Stephen’s martyrdom, he cries, “I see the heavens opened.” 
Here the word is dianoigo “Completely open,” Camb. 
Bible. “Opened through,” Darby, “thrown open,” Bullinger. 
The change in the word is most significant, and this is the 
first recorded fulfillment of the promise given to Nathanael. 
For now Christ had died and actually “put away sin” by 
the sacrifice of Himself so heaven could be opened to all 
believers. 

But had the heavens been open to Old Testament saints? 
The passage in Luke 16:19-31 would certainly seem to in- 
dicate that they had not. Here Christ pictures the dead in 
hades (hell). The language may be termed figurative, and 
the conversation between. the.rich man and Abraham 


hypothetical, But Christ’s recounting it surely implies it is 
a definite revelation of the state and location of the dead, 
both saved and unsaved, at that time. This is the opinion 
of Dr. G. Campbell Morgan and Mr. Darby. Dean Alford 
terms “hades” “the abode of all disembodied spirits,” and 
Mr. W. E. Vine states: “hades is derived from “hado,” the 
“all receiving,” and defines it as “the region of the departed 
spirits of the lost, but including the blessed dead preceding 
the ascension of Christ.” 

There are a number of statements in Scripture which 
support these views. First in Matthew 12:40 Christ declared, 
“as Jonah was three days and three nights in . . . the whale, 
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. “Some would interpret “the heart’ of 
the earth” as merely the grave. But Christ was not “three 
days .. . and nights” in the grave. His body was there and, 
as Acts 2:31 assures us, “did not see corruption.” But the 
same verse carefully declares. that Christ Himself, .‘‘his soul, 
was not left in hell” (hades), implying clearly that that is 


where “his soul” went for the “three days . . . and nights.” 
This then must interpret for us the term, “the heart of the 
earth.” 


Then on the cross, Christ said to the dying malefactor;— 
“To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Here He 
adopted the talmudic term, “paradise,” which with “Abra- 
ham’s bosom” was the usual Jewish term for describing 
hades, knowing well what the malefactor and the term in 
Luke’s Gospel would imply to him and Jewish readers. So, 
paradise that day was not heaven, but where he was to be, 
in “the heart of the earth.” And Christ taking this now- 
saved malefactor down-with Him to hades is another con- 
firmation that Abraham and the blessed dead were still 
there. True, for Paul paradise was “the third heaven,” but 
that was after the atoning death of Christ when heaven had 
been “made open” to all believers (II Cor: 12:3-4). 

But why were the blessed dead still. confined in hades? 
The reason seems clear from Hebrews 10:4. “It is not 
possible [however great men’s faith had been] that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” What then 
did the offering of such animal sacrifices accomplish? The 
answer is found in Leviticus 16:6. “His [Aaron’s] bullock 
of the sin offering shall make an atonement for him.” The 
word “atonement” with us has been enlarged to express the 


(Continued on page 31) 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





MISSIONARY TARGET: U. S. 


The Hindu, Buddhist and Islamic 
faiths are experiencing a dramatic re- 
surgence and look upon the United 
States as a primary target for missionary 
and evangelistic work, a Methodist for- 
eign missions executive declared in Chi- 


“We were born into a world where 
Christianity moved out to challenge ri- 
val faiths,” said the Rev. Dr. Eugene L. 
Smith of New York, “but today those 
rival faiths are moving into the heart- 
lands of Christianity.” 

Dr. Smith, who is general secretary of 
the Division of World Missions of the 
Methodist Board of Missions, spoke at 
the quadrennial Methodist District Su- 
perintendents Conference. 

He said the three ancient faiths, dor- 
mant for centuries, are now experienc- 
ing a dynamic revival, the significance 
of which should not be underestimated. 

“Asia is determined to win not only 
political but also religious initiative 
away from the West,” Dr. Smith said. 

“In every country today people are 
caught in cyclonic uncertainties and are 
seeking religious rootage. Spiritual vac- 
uums are found in every city, every 
countryside. Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Islam, faiths long considered dying, are 
seeking to fill these empty hearts. Na- 
tionalistic passions fan into flames an- 
cient religious loyalties.” 

The Methodist official said the major 
ideological conflicts of the decade ahead 
will not take place “between sets of 
Western ideas, as before, but between 
fundamental suppositions of East and 
West.” 

He pointed out that in the past 50 
years Islam has grown from 175 to 300 
million followers and that Buddhism 
has again become missionary. 


REDS LAUNCH ATHEISM DRIVE 


Another all-out drive against “relig- 
ious superstition” among young people 
is being launched in the Soviet Union, 
the Moscow Radio reported. 

The station said a decree has been 
published by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Youth League making 
it compulsory for all affiliated organiza- 
tions “to step up and improve scientific 
atheistic propaganda among Soviet 
youth.” 
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The decree, published in Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda, organ of the Youth 
League, called upon the organizations 
to recruit school teachers and college 
and university professors in propaganda 
drives throughout the country. 

Also recruited for the anti-religious 
campaign, the decree said, should be 
doctors, astronomers and engineers—“‘in 
fact, all who are capable of giving a 
convincing explanation about the anti- 
scientific essence of religion.” 

It said the decree instructed Youth 
League groups to sponsor visits to anti- 
religious museums and scientific re- 
search institutes. In addition, it said, the 
order called for a nationwide campaign 
of lectures, film shows and debates in 
support of the anti-religious drive. 


ARGENTINE CATHOLICS WOO PERONISTAS 


George Pendle, British authority on 
the Argentine, on a B. B. S. broadcast 
made the following interesting predic- 
tion about the political future of Peron’s 
former domain. “The question today is, 
“What party or personality will be able 
to fill the political vacuum created by 
the removal of Peron?’ After all, Peron- 
ista voters numbered about half of the 
total electorate. Their party has been 
banned. As for the others, the small and 
rather old-fashioned Socialist Party were 
always bitterly opposed to Peron, who 
stole their thunder; the Radicals are 
still split by dissension in their own 
ranks; among the Conservatives, the 
land-owning oligarchy have no desire to 
appeal to the masses. But a definite at- 
tempt to woo the Peronistas is being 
made by the extreme Catholic national- 
ists—in the army, and outside it. For var- 
ious reasons, the Catholic nationalists 
were in favor of Peron, until he 
quarreled with the Church in 1954. 
Then they took part in the revolution 
against him a year ago. But after Peron’s 
overthrow they recommended tolerance 
toward his followers. The more power- 
ful Radicals, however, were determined 
to undertake a thorough purge, and so 
they deposed the Catholics’ temporary 
figurehead, President Lonardi. Where- 
upon the Catholic nationalists became 
opponents of the present regime. Thus 
today, once again, they have something 
in common with the Peronistas. It is 
difficult to believe that the left wing 


workers could ever vote for such an es- 
sentially reactionary group. Neverthe- 
less, it is quite possible that there may 
arise from among the Catholic national- 
ists a forceful personality possessing the 
traditional qualities for caudillo leader- 
ship whom the Argentine masses will 
therefore follow irrespective of his po- 
litical and social atmosphere. Several 
military officers have already tried to as- 
sume this role; but none of them has yet 
succeeded in carrying it off. But at least 
it can be said that, although Argentina 
will henceforth retain her national char- 
acteristics—which, now, are clearly de- 
fined—she will never again be a mere 
pastoral and agricultural dependency of 
the industrialized western world.” This 
is probably as balanced and sane an 
analysis as can be found of the great 
southern nation which holds, in no 
small measure, the intellectual leader- 
ship of all Latin-America. 


GRAHAM DENIES HE WILL QUIT 


Billy Graham issued a statement in 
New York emphatically denying a New 
York newspaper report that he would 
shortly quit the ministry of evangelism 
and was considering offers from univer- 
sities to serve as a fund-raiser. He also 
took issue with the report’s assertion 
that he was no longer “the Biblical 
literalist that he was widely supposed to 
be.” 

The newspaper story was based on a 
talk Graham gave to a gathering of 
Protestant Episcopal clergymen. The 
gathering was called to discuss the evan- 
gelist’s New York Crusade which begins 
in May. It was one of a series of con- 
ferences with area clergymen to discuss 
campaign plans and preparations. 

“I do not have any intention whatso- 
ever of quitting the ministry of evan- 
gelism,” Mr. Graham said, “but have 
pledged my life to this work as long as 
I am able to continue. Further, I have 
never at any time considered becoming 
a ‘fund-raiser’ for any organization or 
institution. My ministry, my calling, my 
life work is evangelism.” 

On the matter of his biblical views, 
Mr. Graham said: 

“I want it known that I believe with 
all my heart in the full inspiration of 
the Bible from cover to cover. It may 
be that due to the intensely theological 
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‘nature of the discussion, the reporter 
did not understand the context of the 
remarks.” 


HITT AGAIN HEADS EPA 


A free press does not fulfill its moral 
obligations to society unless it also is a 
responsible press, the Evangelical Press 
Association was told at its ninth annual 
convention in Cincinnati. 

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of Washington, 
D. C., editor of Christianity Today, said 
that “even the religious press unfortu- 
nately lapses at times from the sense of 
absolute obligation to God and the 
truth.” 

When it does so, he added, “it cheap- 
ens liberty into license. Nowhere is 
half-truth more ugly than when it pa- 
rades under a spiritual masthead.” Dr. 
Henry called upon evangelical publica- 
tions “to be leaders and models” for a 
“free and responsible” press. 

Dr. Clarence Hall of New York, a sen- 
ior editor of Reader's Digest, gave a 
talk on “Missionaries Are My Heroes.” 
He also led two workshops held in con- 
nection with the meeting. One dealt 
with writing techniques for the religious 
magazine; the other with the appraisal 
of manuscripts that reach the editor of 
a religious publication. 

Other workshops were devoted to 
typography, photography, syndication, 


and how a news section can build cir- 
culation. 

Joseph T. Bayly, editor of His, pub- 
lished by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship and circulated on college cam- 
puses, addressed the meeting on “How 
We Can Be Creative Editors.” 

He warned the editors that if they 
wanted to communicate effectively to 
this generation they must speak in con- 
temporary terms ‘“‘typographically, in 
their mode of expression and in the 
thought content” of their publications. 

Russell T. Hitt, editor of ETERNITY 
magazine, was re-elected president of the 
association. A total of 111 editors at- 
tended the meeting. 


TO THE DEFENSE OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Christian educators from all sections 
of Christendom have reacted sharply 
against an article on Sunday schools ap- 
pearing in a recent issue of Life maga- 
zine. 

Entitled “Most Wasted Hour in the 
Week,” it was written by Dr. Wesley 
Shrader, associate professor of theology 
at Yale Divinity School, who charged 
that many Sunday school teachers act as 
“mere baby sitters.” Dr. Shrader said 
others permit “irreverent rowdyism and 
impudence” and encourage “rock ’n roll 
singing of hymns and songs. 

He also asserted that many Sunday 
school teachers tell “scary Bible stories” 


instead of imparting the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Virgil E. Foster, editor of the 
International Journal of Christian Edu- : 
cation, declared that the Yale professor 
ignored the “phenomonal growth of the - 
Sunday school curriculum” during the 
last fifteen years. 

“In contrast with the stories of 
teachers who do a superficial job,” Fos- 
ter said, “there are hundreds of thous- 
ands who take training for their work 
each year, who prepare carefully and 
well in advance and whose teaching is 
warm with a loving concern for the chil- 
dren or young people in their church 
school classes.” 

Dr. Clate A. Risley, executive secre- 
tary of the National Sunday School As- 
sociation, took a similar stand against 
the Life article, reciting from his ex- 
perience of many years in evangelical 
Sunday schools across the country. 


ECUMENISM AND ROME 


The Roman Catholic illustrated mag- 
azine Missi, published in Lyons, France, 
has featured an article asking how Cath- 
olics can find “their appropriate place” 
in the ecumenical movement of the 
Protestant world. 

Written by Father Maurice Vaillain, 
the article says: “Catholics can and 
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AUCAS GIVE FRIENDLY RESPONSE TO MISSIONARY EFFORTS 


The expedition to reach the Auca In- 
dians that resulted in the martyrdom of 
five missionaries in January, 1956, has 
been quietly continued as a cooperative 
effort of the evangelical missions in 
Ecuador. Missionaries report increasing 
evidence of renewed friendliness. 


Missionary Aviation Fellowship pilots 
observe that the villages are smaller now 
and the young men appear to be in con- 
trol, possibly confirming the conjecture 
that the older men killed the five mar- 
tyrs—and indicating that these may have 
been driven out or killed by “George” 
and other younger Aucas who sought 
friendship. 


Particularly significant are the Aucas’ 
recent efforts to identify themselves with 
the missionaries and their airplane. 
“George” waved the yellow model air- 
plane given him by the five fellows; 
others wave pieces of the stripped 
plane’s fabric; and one Auca displayed 
a model plane of his own design, com- 
plete with propeller, landing gear and 
wheels. On one of the latest flights, a 
picture taken at low altitude revealed a 
small fence unlike any built by jungle 
Indians. It resembles a fence surround- 
ing the nearest mission station (but 
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utilizing jungle materials), suggesting 
that there has been visual eavesdropping 
which could lead to the long-prayed-for 
further contact. 

Aerial reconnaissance after the mar- 
tyrdom revealed that the Auca houses 
had been burned to the ground. (This 
is reportedly Auca custom following a 
killing expedition.) New houses were dis- 
covered a mile farther upstream. At 
first, the Aucas made only small clear- 
ings around their houses and tended to 
keep out of sight during the aerial visits. 
By April, they were coming out regular- 
ly to wave at the plane. In July they 
began to expand their clearings, appar- 
ently losing all fear of the airborne visit- 
ors. 


Meanwhile, the McCullys’ former sta- 
tion at Arajuno, on the edge of the 
Auca territory, was reoccupied. To 
avoid surprise attack, a large area was 
cleared of all brush and grass, while a 
tall barbed-wire fence was built around 
the compound. Several families of the 
Gospel Missionary Union took turns at 
Arajuno until veteran jungle missionary 
Wilfred Tidmarsh of Christian Missions 
in Many Lands returned from furlough. 


Gifts dropped to the Aucas are de- 


signed to create a desire for further 
contact and lead them to Arajuno. 
These include rope, wire, a hammer 
and nails, complete with simplified 
how-to-do-it illustrations; also a ham- 
burger with mustard, which “George” 
had evidenced a taste for when he visit- 
ed the five fellows at “Palm Beach.” 

Nate Saint’s missionary sister, Rachel, 
continues her linguistic study of the 
Auca language with Dayuma, an Auca 
girl who fled her tribe ten years ago. 
Last November, using phrases supplied 
by Rachel, Dr. Tidmarsh spoke to the 
villagers over a public address system 
rigged in the missionary plane. 

Early this year, the pilot observed an 
Auca emerge from his house with a bas- 
ket suspended on a cord. The way he 
raised and lowered it seemed obviously 
connected with Nate Saint’s famed 
“bucket drop.” A few weeks later MAF 
pilots Hobert Lowrance and Johnny 
Keenan lowered gifts to the villagers in 
the bucket. And the Aucas made a re- 
turn gift—a smoked monkey leg. 

The evangelical missionaries of Ecua- 
dor urge Christians to continue praying 
for this project: for wisdom, for safety, 
but especially for the working of God's 
Spirit in the hearts of the Aucas. 








Who's 


PUTTING RELIGION 


Oi the Air? 


AN EDITORIAL STATEMENT 


n recent months, inflammatory statements have appeared. 

in the religious and secular press to the effect that certain 
Christian radio and television programs are being forced off 
the air—or soon will be. 

Conflicting statements from various segments of the Chris- 
tian world, as well as from broadcasting industry officials, 
have been directed at opposing forces. Chief casualty: the 
cause of Christ. 

Some broadcasters and some religious organizations have 
gone so far as to exploit the controversy as a cheap device 
for fund-raising; on what logical basis it is difficult to learn. 

In the midst of this battle of words, which has generated 
much heat and a questionable amount of light, the average 
Christian is confused and perhaps a bit frightened. Into the 
offices of the Evangelical Foundation, which publishes ETer- 
nity, produces “The Bible Study Hour,” and Dr. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse’s television program, have streamed let- 
ters from bewildered Christians who want honest answers 
to their questions about the future status of religious radio 
and television. 

Actually the problem is quite complex and, in the opinion 
of the editors of Erernrry, has not been answered com- 
pletely by the spokesmen for any of the conflicting views. 

The battle of words was precipitated last spring when 
the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches issued a statement on the role of 
religion in broadcasting, which in part opposed the practice 
of buying time for religious broadcasts. 

Shortly thereafter the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals and its affiliate, the National Religious Broadcasters, 
representing many but not all paid-time broadcasters, 
joined the battle by denouncing the position of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and accusing the larger organiza- 
tion of trying to force evangelical broadcasts off the air. 


14 No one can reject Christ on the ground of reason. 


The third party involved,.the radio and television- in- 
dustry, was dismayed by the spectacle of two segments of 
Protestantism battling for its support, especially since both 
professed to promote the cause of Christ via radio and 
television. 

A few station managers took sides with the larger Protes- 
tant group and denied time to certain Christian broadcasts. 
Other industry spokesmen sharply criticized the NCC state- 
ment as an attempt to tell the industry how to run its busi- 
ness. To complicate the issue further, the Westinghouse 
organization and a number of independently owned sta- 
tions canceled practically all their religious programs and 
established the policy of using only locally originated pro- 
grams which their programing departments could help 
develop. This seems to indicate an attitude of “a plague 
on both your houses” with an eye on the mass audience 
that makes or breaks a station. 

To understand this complicated broadcasting dilemma, 
it is necessary to stand back for a moment and view some 
facts dispassionately. 

American Protestantism still suffers from the battle that 
fundamentalism and modernism have been waging for more 
than a quarter of a century. In a sense, they continue the 
fight as certain sections of the country are still fighting 
the Civil War. 

Fundamentalism, in the main, has pursued a course of 
varying degrees of separation from the large bodies of Pro- 
testantism, clinging tenaciously to a wistful hope for a pure 
church — or something akin to it — which, incidentally, 
never has existed in the history of Christianity. 

Men within the fundamentalist orbit feel keenly that 
what one believes — particularly about Christ and the Bible 
— is very important. They strongly assert that the majority 
of Protestant forces have treated these great verities far 
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too casually and at times have denied the very heart of the 
Christian message. 
In its effort to defend the,faith, fundamentalism has be- 


come defensive, suspicious, separatistic and belligerent, its © 


creed too often a barren legalism substituted for the vital 
life-changing force that is Christianity. 

Seemingly motivated by fear, some fundamentalists are 
harshly critical of those ,with whom they, do not agree, 
and it has been all too easy for them to. make the National 
Council of Churches and its various commissions the symbol 
of theological heresy, lowest-common-denominator inclu- 
sivism, socialism, and Communism. 

Likewise, there is a tendency on the part of some leaders 
in the NCC and major denominations toward a stereotyped 
view that deprecates the value of independent efforts, and 
these refuse to believe that any good can come out of funda- 
mentalism. Few leaders understand or appreciate the evan- 
gelical point of view. 

Because the NCC program has evidenced a liberal em- 
phasis over the years, those who hold to the fundamentals 
of Scripture feel that it is responsible (with its predecessor, 
the Federal Council) for the damage wrought in our country 
by theological error. Also, there is no question that some 
leaders in NCC and denominational circles are as bitter and 
antagonistic in spirit as the fundamentalists they oppose. 

Thus the doctrinal issue of an earlier day has determined 
the ecclesiastical pattern and neither side seems to be able 
to look beyond its preconceived ideas to see that there has 
been a change in theological emphasis which greatly com- 
plicates today’s picture. The years of separation have fixed 
the great gulf, and both groups are inclined to disparage 
any reconciliation. Only recently have there been even the 
feeblest attempts to build bridges toward united Protestant 
efforts. Notable exceptions to this trend are the campaign 
philosophy of Billy Graham and the activities of Donald 
Grey Barnhouse and a few leaders within the NCC and the 
denominations. 

This, then, is the background of the wide cleavage be- 
tween the forces of Protestantism where radio is concerned. 
The NAE stands for freedom to buy time on any station. 
However, few would turn down sustaining time if offered. 
The NCC represents the principle that religion is not to 
be handled on a commercial basis. In accepting this prin- 
ciple they have imposed upon themselves certain rules, 
under which some of their membership appear to be rest- 
ive on account of the apparent success of the non-coopera- 
ting broadcaster. 

Neither of these groups tries very hard to see itself from 
the other’s viewpoint. The NCC leaders see fundament- 
alism as a far cry from mainstream Christianity — a cult, 
as one magazine recently stated. They feel that it is to 
the best interests of the greatest number of Christians for 
cooperative Protestantism to monopolize radio and tele- 
vision opportunities. At the same time, these various church 
councils and federations and the NCC at the national level, 
have lacked funds to finance their broadcasting efforts. It 
has been easy for them, therefore, to convince themselves 
that radio stations should give free time to cooperative 
groups. 

The independent. broadcaster, employing purchased 
radio time on both network and independent stations, be- 
lieves that he produces programs which have more vitality 
and listener interest than the NCC programs. The latter, 
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he feels, must contain a minimum of gospel preaching, 
in order not to offend the whole group of cooperationists. 


' To prove his point, the -independent broadcaster shows 
‘ that the evangelical programs are voluntarily financed by 


the gifts of large constituencies of listeners. As further 
justification he points out that the virile evangelical voice 
has been heard on far too few occasions in cooperative pro- 
graming. Howeyer, privately, many responsible broad- 
casters who purchase time admit that the charges of slip- 
shod operation Ieveled at some of the “commercial” reli- 
gious broadcasts are embarrassingly true. They fear that 
fringe groups imperil Christian radio far more than do the 
efforts of the NCC. 

Both schools of thought have tried to convince the radio 
industry of the merits of their respective solutions to.the 
knotty problem of equitably providing time for 265 de- 
nominations, sects, and interests of Protestantism who de- 
sire to communicate the Christian message to the public. 

The Evangelical Foundation and editors of ETERNITY 
believe that the Christian forces of America would do well 
to stop their squabbling and seek Christian means of 
solving the problem. Actually, there is nothing evil in 
either method of presenting the gospel message. 

It should be explained that for eight years our organi- 
zation has been buying radio time for “The Bible Study 
Hour” on a commercial basis, and Dr. Barnhouse has been 
on the radio almost continuously since 1927. A few months 
ago we switched from a “spot” basis to the network of the 
National Broadcasting Company. Obviously we believe 
in buying time for a Christian religious broadcast. How- 
ever, we are not opposed to releasing religious broadcasts 
and telecasts on a sustaining basis; that is, on time donated 
by stations when such time is available. We enjoy a friendly 
relationship with the Broadcasting and Film Commission 
of the National Council of Churches, and’as most of our 
readers know, Dr. Barnhouse has appeared for nearly two 
years now on the television program, “Man to Man,” 
sponsored by the commission. The thirteen programs of 
this series have been very effectively televised on a sus- 
taining basis. 

The great danger to the future of religious broadcasts 
can best be seen from the viewpoint of station manage- 
ment. The Federal Communications Commission licenses 
stations to operate in the public interest, convenience, 
or necessity. This means that a certain amount of time 
must be given to community affairs, including religion, 
news, education, etc. No station‘can be told by anyone, 
however, how it must give or sell: time to religion. Sta- 
tions which fail to utilize facilities for religious program- 
ing have been challenged by the FCC on the point when 
the time has come to renew their licenses. . 

From the station operator’s point of view, then what IS 


-the public interest in religion? Is a program in the public 


interest which causes a station to lose a great portion of 
its audience as soon as the first notes of a well-known 
hymn are heard? At a recent meeting of broadcasters, it 
was made rather clear. by representatives of the networks 
that most religious broadcasts speak only to their adher- 
ents, (followers). The consensus of the industry is that such 
programs are in the interest of only a very small portion 
of the public, and that the station has every right to rele- 
gate such “special interest” programs to hours on Sunday 
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Do we pride ourselves that we commit only the sins acceptable in our society? 15 








FIVE STEPS FOR 
DAILY DEVOTION 





A quiet time each day will change your spiritual life 


By ANTHONY C. CAPON 


Ws are living in wonderful days. The radio has brought 

faithful preaching of Christ into every home in the 
land. Magazines are better produced than ever before, 
bringing regular help from our finest Bible teachers within 
the reach of all, for just a few cents a week. A wide range 
of daily devotional helps has made the morning “quiet 
time” a simple task. One could add the fact that motor-cars 
have brought virtually everyone in America within reach 
of a gospel-centered church on the Lord’s Day; that mod- 
ern Sunday School materials have, as one advertisement 
puts it, done away with the old need for hard work in 
preparation; that cheap book production has made avail- 
able to all the finest Bible handbooks and Christian bio- 
graphies; in a word, that modern science has brought to 
our doors spiritual ease and luxury as well as television, 
refrigerators, and push button automobiles. 

We should indeed be thankful to the Lord for these 
mercies. They have brought blessing to millions of people. 
They have brought many sinners to the Savior, and they 
have led to the strengthening of many Christian lives. God 
means us to be of help to each other and to use all good 
means to bring this about. He has called His servants to 
perform special tasks for His glory and equipped them with 
gifts of utterance, of writing, of organization. 

But we must remember that the devil is a constantly 
active foe, seeking to turn every new development to his 


The author is Assistant General Secretary of the Scripture 
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with the youngest children. Notes give simple explanations 
of the passages read and suggest subjects for thought. The 
Union has nearly one and a half million members through- 
out the world. For free samples, write the Scripture Union, 
3 Cawthra Square, Toronto 5, Canada. 


16 Christian fellowship should be on the basis of the heart not the brain. 


own advantage. And he knows something that too many 
Christians have forgotten—that to nourish one’s spiritual 
life on second-hand blessings leads to superficiality of spirit- 
ual experience for the individual, and ultimately to spirit- 
ual disaster for the Church. 

Living on the messages of others (as opposed to drawing 
additional help from them) is like trying to live on pre- 
digested candy. But what is said in Scripture to be the 
bread, the milk, the meat, by which the Christian is daily 
to strengthen himself? Let the Bible itself answer. 

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night. . . . 
For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous” (Josh. 1:8). 

“Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live” (Deut. 8:3). 

“His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water” (Ps. 1:2-3). 

“I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up” (Acts 20:32). 

“Desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby” (I Pet. 2:2). 

There is no doubt whatever that the Christian is meant 
without fail to be a daily reader of the Bible, and that his 
chief source of instruction, of strength, of food, is to be 
the Word of God itself. On no day of the year is the 
Christian's Bible to remain a closed book, if he is to grow 
as God desires he should. 

And in North America we are heading for serious trouble 
unless we get back to this scriptural way. No choice daily 
quotations from Spurgeon or Havergal can act as substi- 
tutes; anecdotes and snatches of Christian poetry have their 
place but it is not this place. There is no alternative to the 
open Bible. 

One reason for this is that when we read the Bible we 
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are in direct contact with God. All intermediaries but Christ 
our Savior are laid aside. As we spend our precious minutes 
turning over in our minds the divine words, we live in 
God’s world, we breathe God’s air, we think God’s thoughts 
with Him. The Word of life does a unique work in our 
souls (see I Thess. 2:13) molding us after the likeness of 
Christ, conforming us to His image. 

Another reason is equally important. It is that God often 
needs to say to a Christian something that He does not 
want to say to anyone else in the country at that time; a 
personal message from the Father to His child. The one 
means God regularly uses to do such a thing is His written 
Word. There are times when every Christian needs to be 
“wiser than all his teachers” (see Psalm 119:99) by making 
God’s testimonies his meditation. 

Before passing on to some practical advice in this matter 
of daily Bible reading, let us remark that this is something 
intended for Christians of all ages, all backgrounds, all 
grades of education. Jesus Christ thanked the Father that 
spiritual truth had been “revealed unto babes” (Matt. 
11:25), and we in our turn give thanks for the same won- 
derful simplicity of the Bible. As soon as they are able to 
understand simple stories, children can be introduced to the 
practice of a daily time with God’s Word; as soon as they 
can read for themselves they can be started on a simple 
Bible reading scheme (with the help of Mother or Daddy); 
through teens and young adulthood the Bible can grow 
more precious every day; and even if we never discover the 
Bible as a living Book until old age there are still daily 
messages from our Father to be found in it. 

Admittedly, to read a portion of the Bible each day takes 
more time and more concentration than to read a daily text 
off a calendar, but that does not mean that it is beyond the 
capabilities of any child of God. For, basically, Bible read- 
ing is easy. 

Many people find it difficult for one of two reasons. 
Either they do not know what they are looking for, or 
what they are looking for is wrong. Perhaps they come to 
the Bible because they feel they ought to, but they have 
no clear idea of how to read and to discern God’s voice 
in what they read. Or else they judge the value of their 
time with God’s Word by how much they feel they have 
been in touch with Him. But in this case, as in so many 
others, feelings are to be distrusted. They are no reliable 
guide, and many who feel they are getting nothing from 
their Bible reading are none the less being influenced by it. 

To justify our assertion that Bible reading is easy, we 
will give a simple five-point plan for daily reading, which 
has been of great help to the writer. It is an attempt to 
answer the question: “I am sitting ready, with my Bible 
open; what do I do next?” 


PRAY 


Aim of Step 1: To make contact with God, to ask His 
help, and to give yourself an expectant heart. 


We have already pointed out that the Bible is a divine 
book, and that we are anticipating that God Himself will 
speak to us daily through it. We are therefore entirely de- 
pendent on the Holy Spirit for aid. It is not as though we 
were coming to a human book, when the most we could 
desire would be the ability to understand the meaning of 
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what we were to read; we are coming to God's book, and 
we want to be fed with the bread of life. 

Often a simple prayer based on Psalm 119:18 is used: 
“Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy word.” Or, slightly more freely, we may 
pray: “Lord, show me from your Word today some message 
right from you; and make me trustful and obedient.” 

This prayer can be renewed from time to time during 
the minutes which follow, especially if any point of diffi- 
culty or obscurity is found. 


READ 

Aim of Step 2: To get a general picture of the passage 
for the day. 

We recommend that the passage for the day should be 
read through without stopping to examine any particular 
verse in detail. [For a suggested scheme of passages for 
daily reading, see footnote for details of The Scripture 
Union.] This first reading will give you the plot of the 
story, if the passage is part of a narrative; or the general 
drift of the teaching contained in it, if it is an instruction 
passage. 

It is important to read your verses right through this 
first time, otherwise you will stop to puzzle things out on 
the way and will possibly never reach the end! 


STUDY 

Aim of Step 3: To make sure you understand the mean- 
ing of each part, and to see what spiritual lessons there are 
to be learned. 

Don’t be frightened by that word “study”! It simply 
means: Read the passage again section by section, or verse 
by verse, try to understand as fully as you can what each 
part means, and find out what different spiritual truths 
there are in what you have read. 

It is at this point that explanatory notes such as those 
produced by The Scripture Union can be a help. No notes 
should ever be a substitute for thinking about the passage 
yourself (this is the danger in all helps to Bible reading; 
their purpose is only to make the words of Scripture 

(Continued on page 33) 








In one of the great oil refineries of the world | recently saw auto- 
mation at work. In a small tiled room one or two men were directing 
the operations of a vast refinery. A multiple switch potentiometer 
could give a thermometer reading of the temperature in hundreds 
of spots out over a refinery. The operator picked a switch and 
showed me that the outside temperature was 59 degrees. Another 
flick of the switch showed 928 degrees in one apparatus and 40 
degrees in another. 

The Lord has not provided such a potentiometer in the pulpit so that 
a minister can tell which members of his congregation are cold, hot, 
or lukewarm, but the Lord does not even need to flick a switch te 
know what your spiritual potential is at any moment. Remember 
that He has said that He hates that which 
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Hope is never ill when faith is well. 17 








Will high pressure tactics succeed 


in promoting this fantastic claim? 


THE YONAN CODEXZ... 


Facts and Fantasy 


By DEWEY M. BEEGLE 


- American public is used to high-pressured build-ups, 
a la Hollywood, but in 1955 it was taken off guard 
when similar methods were applied to the Yonan Codex. 
This codex (the technical term for a “book” in contrast to 
a “scroll” such as that of Isaiah found near the Dead Sea) 
is the property of Mr. Norman M. Yonan, a retired rug 
merchant of Washington, D. C. 

In 1954 the Aramaic Bible Foundation was incorporated 
with the express purpose of: 1) buying the codex from Mr. 
Yonan for $1,500,000 and presenting it as a gift to the 
Library of Congress, 2) making facsimile copies of the 
codex available to institutions of learning, 3) publishing a 
translation of the codex, 4) stimulating the study of the 
language of the manuscript, and 5) promoting “other proj- 
ects relevant to the dissemination of knowledge of the faith 
and doctrine of Christianity.” 

Utilizing the good names of a number of high officials 
from President Eisenhower on down, the campaign reached 
its climax in November, 1955, at an impressive ceremony 
in the Capitol plaza in Washington. A specially built bus, 
named “The Spirit of Galilee,” and bearing the gold- 
lettered sign “Christendom’s most precious possession,” was 
christened by Vice-President Nixon, after which the codex 
began its tour of the 48 states. The Foundation hoped that 
the public would quickly subscribe the $1,500,000 to $3,- 
000,000 necessary to achieve its goals,.but a number of 
scholarly articles and reprints appearing. in 1956 succeeded 
in refuting the fantastic claims of the Foundation and Mr. 
Yonan, thereby alerting any prospective donors. 

Those who have examined the codex describe it as having 
227 leaves of parchment (skin of an animal) measuring 
about 9 by 7 inches. The writing is in Estrangela (earliest 
type of Syriac) script, and the black ink is quite legible. 
Each page consists of one column with 28 to 31 lines, the 


The author is Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at the Biblical 
Seminary in New York, and Old Testament Adviser to the American 
Bible Society. 


18 Only Christ endures, for He has enduring riches. 





average being about 29. The manuscript contains only 22 
books of the New Testament, II Peter, II and III John, 
Jude, and Revelation being omitted. The parchment pages 
begin with Matthew 9:35 and end with Hebrews 12:9. The 
present binding includes several paper leaves or pages at 
the beginning and end which provide the missing portions 
of the text. All the scholars are agreed that the text is that 
of the Syriac Peshitta (meaning “simple’’), which was trans- 
lated from the Greek about 400 a.p., and later became the 
common version for the Christians of ancient Syria. 

In June 1931 Mr. George M. Lamsa submitted a Syriac 
New Testament for sale to the American Bible Society. 
Lamsa, on condition that it be insured for $2000 and up, 
permitted the codex to be sent to Dr. William H. P. Hatch, 
the country’s leading Syriac scholar, who was then at the 
Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
His report described the manuscript as having 227 leaves 
of parchment and 20 leaves of paper (dated 1790-1791 a.p.), 
16 at the beginning of Matthew and 4 at the end of He- 
brews. It too was written in Estrangela script, in black ink, 
with single columns containing 28-32 lines per page, and it 
contained only 22 books. Dr. Hatch identified the text as 
the Peshitta, and he dated the codex in the ninth century 
A.D. 

Mr. Lamsa, dissenting from Dr. Hatch’s judgment, wrote 
in a letter to the American Bible Society, “I can also prove 
to you and your scholars in this country that this book dif- 
fers a great deal from Greek documents; therefore, I believe, 
it is a copy of the original Gospels which were brought to 
Christians in Persia in the first century a.v. (Note: There 
were no relations between Christians in Persia and those 
in the Roman Empire until 450 a.p.). Therefore, the East- 
ern Scriptures differed a great deal from those which origi- 
nated in the Roman Empire.” He maintained a similar 
point of view in his translation of the Peshitta, The New 
Testament according to the Eastern Text from Original 
Aramaic Sources (Holman, 1940), and the Aramaic Bible 
Foundation acknowledged his views as being the grounds 
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for its contention that the Yonan Codex is a copy of the 
original Aramaic New Testament. 

According to Lamsa the manuscript originated in Kurdis- 
tan, but it was taken to Persia by a priestly family which 
settled near the Turkish border. Mr. Yonan claims that the 
codex has been in his family for over nine hundred years, 
and that he brought it with him when he came to this 
country from Iran in 1930. Dr. William D. Chamberlain, 
Professor of New Testament at the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, is quoted as saying, on seeing the manuscript, “I 
think I saw this same manuscript twenty-five years ago. It 
was owned at that time by Dr. Isaac Yonan, a graduate of 
our seminary, who, I believe, is an uncle of your Yonan. 
He lectured on it in my classes, and I’ve had it in my home. 
He said it was a twelfth-century manuscript.” About 1939 
Yonan presented a full photostatic copy of the codex to 
Father Vaschalde, who, thinking it was a gift, placed it in 
the library of the Semitic Department of the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America in Washington, D. C. Monsignor Patrick 
Skehan, an Old Testament scholar at the Catholic Univer- 
sity, ran across the photostat and became acquainted with 
it. In May 1945, Mr. Yonan returned to claim his photo- 
static copy, thereby enhancing the worth of the original. 
Just nine years later Skehan was asked to examine the 
codex. He recognized it as the source of the photostatic 
copy and assigned it a seventh century date. His judgment 
has been confirmed by the rest of the Syriac experts who 
concur in a seventh or eighth century date, including Dr. 
Hatch himself, who revised his ninth century dating made 
in 1931. 

With this information at hand it becomes clear that in- 
stead of dealing with a multiplicity of manuscripts, we are 
confronted with just one codex of the Syriac Peshitta that 
has very recuperative powers. This judgment is in line with 
Lamsa’s statement to the American Bible Society in July 
1955 that the Yonan Codex was the same manuscript that 
he had submitted in 1931. 

This historical background is essential, but the primary 
purpose of this article is to consider the claims made for 
the Yonan Codex and to examine the qualifications of those 
making the claims. 

1. The Yonan Codex is not a copy of the original Ara- 
maic New Testament. There is little evidence to show that 
the Gospels were originally written in Aramaic, and further, 
Dr. C. C. Torrey, the most ardent advocate of the Aramaic 
originals of Matthew, Mark, and John, denies that the 
Syriac is of real worth in reconstructing the original text. 
To those who know Greek as well as Syriac it is clear that 
the idiom of the original Greek sources shines through the 
translation into Syriac. Last of all, the codex does not con- 
tain all the twenty-seven books of the New Testament 
canon. 

2. The Yonan Codex is not from the fourth or fifth cen- 
turies A.D. The text of Yonan is clearly that of the Syriac 
Peshitta, dating from about 400 a.p., therefore, the codex 
cannot antedate this period. It cannot be from the fifth 
century because the type of script used dates it at the earl- 
iest in the seventh century A.D. 

3. The Yonan Codex is not unique. Of the more than 
three hundred known copies or portions of the Peshitta 
there are others which are older than the Yonan, one in 
the British Museum dating from the fifth or sixth centuries. 
Of still greater importance is the fact that there was an 
earlier Syriac version or translation which the Peshitta 
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superseded. Thus, instead of being “priceless,” and “Chris- 
tendom’s most precious possession,” it is one of many man- 
uscripts, and its worth is not much more than $5,000. 

4. It is not written in the language spoken by Jesus. 
Syriac is in the Aramaic branch of languages (some would 
prefer the term “dialects”), being technically classed as 
Eastern Aramaic. However, the language of Jesus was Pal- 
estinian (or Western) Aramaic, a later development of the 
Aramaic which is found in the books of Ezra and Daniel. 
The two dialects are related, but there are clear differences 
in many details. It would make just as much sense to tell 
a Brazilian that his national language was Spanish rather 
than Portuguese. Further, the scripts of the two are en- 
tirely different, so if Jesus wrote anything in Aramaic it 
would not have been in the script of the Yonan Codex. 
The closest literary documents to the Aramaic used by 
Jesus come from the Qumran or Dead Sea Scrolls. 

5. The Yonan Codex is not invaluable as a source of 
restoring the original New Testament text. It has nothing 
to offer which is not already known by textual critics. 

6. The Yonan Codex is not important for understand- 
ing the New Testament. As in the case of the text, so in the 
area of translation, it adds nothing which scholars did not 
know already. 

7. There is no need for another translation of the 
Syriac Peshitta. Two good translations by W. J. Etheridge 
and James Murdock are readily available for all those in- 
terested. 

8. The founding members of the Aramaic Bible Foun- 
dation are not qualified scholars. The Rev. William G. 
Adams, pastor of the Temple Hills Baptist Church, Bethes- . 
da, Maryland, and J. W. Rixley Smith of Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia (among the first trustees of the Foundation) have no 
grounds for speaking authoritatively in such matters. The 
one scholar among the group is Dr. John Shapely of the 
Catholic University of America in Washington, D. C. How- 
ever, in the Catholic Biblical Quarterly of April, 1956, the 
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In Pittsburgh, W. Z. Sulenski finally paid a $6.01 Equitable Gas Co. 
bill dated Dec. 8, 1926, explained that the delay was caused by 
“pressing financial problems.” Many a man puts off a greater debt 
than this because of the pressing problems of life. Sulenski caught up 
to his, but there are men who go through their coffins to eternal 
outer darkness because they failed to stop at the cross of Jesus Christ 
to get the account of their sin settled in full. There is no other way 
the debt can be paid, and each sinner must pass there in person. 


Life can never hold all that Jesus can provide. 19 








Sunday School Lessons 


HAROLD W. FIFE 





JESUS’ VICTORY 


Our “great commission” is authenticated by 
Jesus’ victory in His resurrection 


APRIL 21, 1957 
Background Scripture: Matthew 27:55— 
28:20 


Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 15:12-23 
Memory Selection: Matthew 28:18-20 


INTRODUCTION ‘The resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ means 
infinitely more than that death for Him 
was vanquished, as even a small selection 
of appropriate Scriptures will show. Ro- 
mans 4:25 tells us “He . . . was raised again 
for our justification”: Dr. Barnhouse re- 
marks, “Justification . . . happens to a 
man instantaneously, . . . covers his whole 
being in the totality of his existence, . . . 
the sinner is forgiven, pardoned, declared 
to be essentially righteous.” That all hap- 
because Christ rose from the dead. As 
to the waiting worshippers of Israel the re- 
appearance of the High Priest from the 
oly of Holies signified the acceptance of 
his offering for their sin, so the rising of 
Jesus Christ our Lord signifies the accept- 
ance of His better offering for our sin. His 
rising was, too, as “the first fruits of them 
that slept” q Cor. 15:20)—the promise and 
rantee of the full harvest of the re- 
} scm the first glorious sheaf speaking 
eloquently of the full garnering yet to be. 
Ephesians 4:8 teaches us, “When Christ 
ascended upon high, he led captivity cap- 
tive, and gave gifts unto men,” and Bishop 
Moule writes on this passage “ ... He 
shows us the Conqueror ascending, after 
battle, to the throne. He leads a host of 
captives with him, helpless beneath His 
ty hand, to vex His people no more. 
And He gives gifts unto men .. . return- 
ing to His heavenly seat again, from that 
seat di the gifts of Pentecost.” So 
from these three Scriptures alone we find 
that the resurrection of Christ brings us: 
(1). Justification; (2). The promise of the 
final victory of Christ and the blessed res- 
urrection of the redeemed; and (3). The 
manifestation of His powerful victory over 
evil, and the gifts to the Church through 
which that power is manifested. 


EXPOSITION 


Authority 

The “great commission” is justified only 
by supreme authority. We have no right to 
appeal to men and women to heed Christ 

ess we have authority for so doing, and 
Christ’s undisputed right to send us forth 
into a hostile world is obviously dependent 
on His deity. The resurrection proves His 
deity and authenticates our commission: 
because “All power (authority) is given to 
him in heaven and earth” (Matt. 28:18), 
His is the prerogative to send us forth, and 
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our authority derives from Him. President 
Eisenhower’s authority goes wherever the 
American flag flies—on every ship of the 
navy, on each aircraft, to every plot of 
ground of the United States; Queen Eliza- 
beth’s authority likewise covers every realm 
swearing allegiance to the throne of Eng- 
land. But there are limits set to these 
realms and their power of government 
stops short on those boundaries. But He 
whose right it is to reign, who was “de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power 
. . - by the resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. 1:4), and “who must reign till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet” (I 
Cor. 15:25)—His authority knows no bound- 
aries and accepts no limitation, (Phil. 2:10, 
11; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1; etc.)—He is King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. We have there- 
fore the duty to proclaim Him and His 
gospel to all Fon. cow and the right to de- 
mand their allegiance. We ate not called 
upon apologetically to preach a social gos- 
es or make pathetic appeals for support 
‘or a dying cause, but to proclaim the King 
of Kings as Savior and Lord and to demand 
unconditional surrender to Him. 


Empowering 


The resurrection gives not only the au- 
thority for exercising the great commission 
but the enablement. No country sends 
its ambassadors at their own charges; neith- 
er does Christ. Go ye therefore, He com- 
mands, and the word “therefore” refers us 
to the previous verse. The catalogue of 
parts required to make healthily effective 
the Body of Christ is given in I Corinthians 
12 and includes every Christian (note, for 
example, the ‘every’ in verse 7), but it must 
never be forgotten that each part must be 
in living union with the Head. An ampu- 
tated — -— be ect in. form but it 
is useless to the y. A paral finger 
may appear all right, yet. if fase oo 
obey the head, it too is useless. In other 
words, the parts of the body are only of 
real use to us as living members of the 
whole and implicitly obedient to the head. 
Members of the Body of Christ, useless 
alike in the is of inactivity and in 
independent action, find their true function 
and oe agpeage hee living union with, and 


obedience to, ist. An ambassador carry- 
ing his own messages and representing only 
himself is a hindrance. The risen Christ, 


giving the Holy Spirit rey makes livin; 
and vital every life yielded to Him, an 
thus invests every gift of each Christian 
with divine power. We should covet earn- 
estly the best gifts, but it is even more im- 
portant that those we have should be 
Spirit-empowered. 


Method 


The basis of our commission is to “make 
disciples of all the nations” (vs. 19 R.V.). 
A disciple is a learner, and evangelism, 
therefore, is not primarily an emotional ap- 
peal, but a challenge to confess Christ and 


learn of Him. Conversion may be and often 
is accompanied by an emotional upheaval, 
but rams soma it is much more than 
that—it is the surrender of the will and 
life to Christ for cleansing from sin and 
renewing after His pattern. Baptism fol- 
lows—“into” (R.V.) the Name of the Trin- 
ity. How could we be baptized into this 
threefold Name unless there was perfect 
Unity in Trinity? As says Dr. Maclaren, 
“Surely, if Father, Son and Holy Spirit have 
one name, the name of Divinity, then it is 
but a step to say that three Persons are one 
God; . . . to be baptized into the Name 
is but the symbol of being plunged into 
communion with this threefold God of our 
salvation. The ideal state of the Christian 
disciple is that he shall be as a vase 
dropped into the Atlantic, encompassed 
about with God, and filled with Him.” 
After baptism comes further lifelong in- 
struction in obedience to Christ (vs. 20). 
Methods will vary and should be consonant 
with the context of daily living, but with- 
out teaching before profession of Christ, 
we shall produce weak and sickly spiritual 
children, and unless that is followed by 
“teaching of all things Christ commanded,” 
we shall have only babes in Christ. Is not 
this absence of teaching our greatest lack 


today? 
SUMMARY How could it be done? 
How could that handful 
of manifestly imperfect men sow the seeds 
of the gospel that would be carried to the 
ends of the earth? And how can we? The 
very last sentence of the book gives us the 
answer. Christ said, “Go ye,” .. . and then 
said “I am coming with you.” That made, 
and makes, all the difference. 


APRIL 28, 1957 
Book of Beginnings 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1—2 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 104:1-13 


Memory Selection: Genesis 2:7 
INTRODUCTION The Jews divided their 


sacred books into three 
groups—the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Writings. Of these the Law, which corres- 


ponded to our Pentateuch (pente, five. 
teuchos, book) was divided into the books 
which bear in our Bible the names Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteron- 
omy. Genesis, (Origins or Beginnings) the 
book from which our next ten lessons are 
taken, is named from its opening words, 
“In the beginning,” and is the foundation 
on which all the subsequent Bible rests. 
Both Jewish and Christian religions have 
their roots here, and there is no doctrine 
of our faith which is not found, at least in 
outline, in this book. As writes Dr. R. 
Payne Smith, “Written in the very infancy 
of the human race, made subject, as are all 
the Scriptures, to the external conditions of 
their times, bearing upon its very surface 
proofs that the art of writing was in its 
infancy, . . . it nevertheless contains the 
germ of every future truth of revelation, 
while . . . it never beyond the limits 
which are afterwards to be reached. No 
portion of Genesis has to be omitted as in- 
consistent with the truth that was subse- 
quently to be revealed. Necessarily the 
truths it teaches are imperfect and incom- 
plete, for this is the rule of all the Old 
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Testament Scriptures (Heb. 1:1); but they 
are the proper preparations for the bright- 
ening light that was to illuminate the 
world.” So we see in this book the origin 
of the world, man (his nature, dominion, 
and unique relationship with God), sin, re- 
demption, God’s covenant, God’s judgments 
(e.g. the Flood), God’s selection of a family 
to develop into the people through which 
all nations were to be blessed, and the 
promise of a great Deliverer. Here we shall 
find spiritual principles just as relevant to- 
day as when first written, and here, too, we 
shall discover men and women surrounded 
by sin, yet with lives pleasing to God and 
whose faith we shall be challenged to emul- 
ate. The lesson of October 7, 1956 dealt 
with the Creation as a whole, and reference 
to it will be found helpful; our study today 
focuses primarily upon man. 


EXPOSITION 
The Searching Question 

“What is man?” asks the Psalmist (Psalm 
8:4-6). It is not asked in contempt but in 
wonderment. David has looked at the amaz- 
ing work of the Creator around him (what 
would he say now that science has pushed 
back our frontiers of knowledge and shown 
us miracle after miracle in the sky above 
and earth beneath?) and sees that man 
cannot be explained in those terms alone. 
The heavens, the moon, the stars, the 
beasts of the field, the birds, the fish—all 
find a responsive heart in David, but he 
sees also that man has been given domin- 
ion over them all and capacities (crowned 
with glory and honor) not possessed by 
them. The difference is not chemical but 
spiritual, and the reason is found in Gene- 
sis 1 and 2. The first account of the crea- 
tion of man (Gen. 1: 26-28) refers to him 
being made in God’s image and likeness, 
and it is evident that he is the crowning 
act of creation and standing erect and en- 
dowed with the gift of speech, holds domin- 
ion over all else. But beyond that, being in 
the image of God implies mality, the 
consciousness of self, the gift of the free 
will, and the — to reason that are the 
universal distinguishing marks of mankind. 
“After God’s likeness” implies something 
deeper which is yet the sum of the other: 
it is man’s moral powers and capacity for 
holiness and fellowship with God his Crea- 
tor. The account in Genesis 2:7-9 teaches, 
in absolute and beautiful simplicity, the 
breathing of God's life upon man, His 
tender solicitude for him in provi a 
garden, trees, and rivers, and His under- 
standing of man’s need of a helpmeet—it- 
self clear testimony to man’s unique na- 
ture, seeing that, in the midst of all the 
perfect Creation, God r ized the lone- 
liness of man, and that only from his own 
flesh could come his companion (vss. 21-24). 
Over all we feel the pervading presence of 
a loving God. 

What is man? Surely the only satisfying 
answer in the light of the foregoing is the 
scriptural one. “Thou madest him for a 
little while lower than the angels; Thou 
crownedst him with glory and honour, and 
didst set him over the works of thine 
hands: Thou didst put all things in sub- 
jection under him” (Hebrews 2:7, 8. 
Marg.). 

The Solemn Responsibility 

Man derives his nature and capacities 
from God, and his first responsibility is to 
acknowledge, worship, and obey Him. Re- 
fusal to do so is the basic sin of the hu- 
man heart. The second half of Romans 1 
(vs. 23-end) is a tragically sad picture of 
the human race in its sin and so apposite 
today that every item in it can be found 
in our newspapers. But we miss the point 
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if we regard those things as primary sins 
and, being free from them, consider our- 
selves as being outside the indictment and 
guilt. They are the consequences of deliber- 
ately refusing to acknowledge God as God 
(Rom. 1:20, 21), and everytime we adopt 
a similar attitude we fall under the same 
indictment; for we are directly contributing 
to the spiritual catastrophe of mankind. 
God demands our allegiance as His right; 
He required obedience of Adam, and today 
He requires our obedience to His command 
to repent (Acts 17:30) as a vital prerequi- 
site to all blessing. From that initial posi- 
tion of restored fellowship with God that 
is the fruit of repentance and faith in 
Christ, there should issue lives in harmony 
with His unchanging purpose. 

Man’s attitude to the Lord’s day (Gen. 

2:3), his dominion over all created things, 
and his relationship with his helpmeet (an 
indissoluble union—vs. 24) were all to speak 
of and reflect His unique and sacred rela- 
tionship with God. That is still true today. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God... 
and thy neighbour.” Christian obligation, 
service, and witness begins in worship and 
continues first in our closest relationships. 
Then it reaches out into every avenue of 
life, and through every form of Christian 
service. But if it does not begin by giving 
God His rightful place and sanctifying our 
daily living, it is a failure. 
SUMMARY Our lesson today gives us 
the only satisfying answer 
to the purpose of life; without it all that 
remains is dark, purposeless and unintelli- 
gible. As the only answer to the yearning 
cry, “What is man?” we must proclaim the 
revelation of God, but, too, we must live 
as those who know by experience that liv- 
ing in vital contact with God is His pur- 
pose and our blessing. And it carries with 
it the assurance of eternal life; for “This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 


MAY 5, 1957 
God’s Plan and Man’s Response 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1:27-28; 3—9 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 90:1-12 
Memory Selection: Isaiah 55:7 
INTRODUCTION It is a sad and sorry 
transition from the idyllic 
picture of man communing with in 
the garden of Eden, exercising beneficent 
authority over creation, to the blood-thirsty 
events of murder (4:8), lynch law, and vio- 
lence (4:24), and the subsequent promis- 
cuousness and general infestation of evil 
recorded in Chapter 6. We must not over- 
look the passage of time which is covered 
in the brief summarized record of these 
chapters, which, on Ussher’s calculations, 
cover over 1,500 years between the Garden 
and the Flood. A similar iod today 
would include all the events 400 AD. 
to the present time—the major part of the 
Christian era—and reveal immense changes 
in all directions. Sin quickly infects a peo- 
ple, and Adam’s sin of disobedience, so 
clearly inherited by his descendants, pro- 
duced dire results. Unfortunately, we are 
slow to acknowledge this and to see the in- 
exorable consequences of disobedience to 
God. Beginning in Adam in a single act, 
it changed the beauty of the garden of 
Eden to a judged and flooded world; it 
altered man from being in the image of 
God to a creature whose every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually (Gen. 6:5); made God man’s 
righteous judge instead of his communing 
Creator; and man so basically disobedient 
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The conscience of Fuller Theological 
Seminary is bound up by the Word of 
God. When judged by Holy Scripture, 
human speculation is merely flax be- 
fore the flame. The Word of God is 
the final appeal in all matters of 
faith and practice. When God speaks, 
obedience is the order of the day. 


This is the view of the Psalmist. 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is set- 
tled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). 
This is the view of the Apostle. 
“All scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God” (II Timothy 3:16). 


But above all, this is the view of 
Jesus Christ. “The scripture cannot 
be broken” (John 10:35). Even the 
smallest part of Scripture has the 
force of law. “And it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass, than one 
tittle of the law to fail” (Luke 16: 
17). Jesus Christ himself is the 
subject of prophecy. “For had. you 
believed. Moses, you would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me. 
But if you believe not his writings, 
how shall you believe my words?” 
(John 5:46-47). 


It is fitting, therefore, that Fuller 
Theological Seminary bow the knee 
of its heart to the revelation of God 
in Scripture. Jesus Christ is the 
Living Word, while Scripture is the 
Written Word. Christians prove their 
love to Jesus Christ by obeying his 
Word. “If you love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). 
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that the presence, preaching, and example 
of the gracious, godly, and faithful Noah 
(Gen. 6:8-12; II Pet. 2:5) elicited no re- 
sponse. Neither is this a unique situation. 
Paul, writing in Corinth (one of the great 
world centers of civilized sin) to the Ro- 
mans, traces a similar dire course of events 
from man’s refusal to glorify God down the 
slippery slopes of sin to iniquity that de- 
fies description (Rom. 2l-end). We bury 
our heads in the sand if we do not see 
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similar ominous trends today—a world held 
back from complete putrefaction only by 
the salt of the Church of Christ. 


EXPOSITION 


The Failure 

Sin always defiles the richest gifts of 
men. It takes the free will and chains it in 
proud hostility to God; it mars the mind 
until it is permeated with evil; it contorts 
the affections until that gift that was to be 
man’s greatest delight and comfort, and of 
which Milton wrote: 

“What next I bring shall please thee, 


be assured 

Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other 
self, 

Thy wish exactly to thy _heart’s 
desire.” 


becomes his chief snare and occasion for 
sin. So it was before the Flood when rela- 
tionships between the sexes sank to the 
lowest possible level of promiscuousness, 
(We take the sons of God to be the direct 
descendants of Seth, through whom the 
promise of deliverance was perpetuated 
[4:25] the complete spiritual oak moral col- 
lapse of this line left only Noah in any way 
worthy of and able to fulfil God’s purpose) 
and purely physical attraction became the 
sole object of the association. The issue was 
a race of warriors (so read mighty men, vs. 
4) characterized by complete mental and 
moral depravity—the imagination (form 
and shape) of their minds and hearts given 
over to evil, with no challenge from seared 
and deadened consciences or desire for finer 
things (vs. 5). It is a solemn enough pic- 
ture when applied to the antedeluvian 
world; it should stab us sharp awake to re- 
member our Lord’s reference to His own 
return: “But as the days of Noah, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be... 
(Matt. 24:37). Look around your own town 
in whatever part of the world it is, and ask 
yourself if there is not a growing parallel 
between conditions in the days of Noah and 
now? Thus far did man fail, through his 
rebellion against God, to fulfil his high 
calling. There is no alternative calling or 
purpose in life for him, and God in His 
viet (Gen. 6:6) must therefore pass judg- 
ment (vs. 7). 


The Judgment 

We need not spend time on the extent of 
the Flood, for whether or not it was univer- 
sal does not materially affect its spiritual 
significance, and unending sterile discussion 
can best be left to the specialists while we 
apply ourselves to vital truths. The great 
fact, stated in Genesis, confirmed by our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 24, etc.), and cor- 
roborated by many similar accounts, is that 
a great flood of appalling magnitude fell 
upon the warned but willfully unprepared 
and careless population of the world, and 
destroyed them. The testimony of history 
as well as Scripture is summed up in the 
words, “every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompence of reward” (Heb. 
2:2). Judgment on sin has already been 
passed; for “he that believeth not (on God's 
Son) is condemned already” (John 3:18); the 
penalty for sin has been pronounced; for 
“Death passed upon all men for all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12); a day has been ap- 
pointed for judgment to be carried out 
(Acts 17:31); our choice is not of being lost 
or saved, but of being saved, for we are al- 
ready lost. To live as they did in the days 


| of Noah, carelessly indifferent to God, is to 


await certain judgment. 


The Grace of God 


Noah shines out as a light in a dark 
world. He was just and upright (not perfect 





in our use of the word) and walked with 
God’ (6:9); he was fearless, too, for in an 
age when unrighteousness abounded and 
violence and corruption filled the earth 
(6:11), he persisted in preaching righteous- 
ness (II Pet. 2:5). But it was not these great 
qualities that saved him and his household 
—they were the evidences of a much deeper 
gift which alone is used to save any man— 
the gift of faith. Whether living justly and 
decently among the indecent, preaching 
righteousness to unrighteousness, or simply 
obeying God by building the ark in the 
middle of dry land beneath the mocking 
and incredulous gaze of his godless fellow- 
men, Noah was motivated by the one thing 
summed up in the words, “By faith Noah, 
being warned of God of things not seen as 
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the saving of his house: by the which he 
condemned the world, and became heir of 
the righteousness which is by faith (Heb. 
11:7). It was then, and it is now, by faith 
that we shall be saved to please God, to 
bless our own households, and, by righteous 
living, to condemn the world and its sin. 


SUMMARY As his subsequent history 
reveals, Noah like all man- 
kind had his failures, but he speaks across 
the centuries to us the great truths that 
in an age of appalling sin and impending 
judgment it is possible for a weak man to 
be saved by God, to live for God, and be a 
witness to Him. And it all begins “by faith” 
that it might be of grace. 
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Abraham and His God 


Background Scripture: Genesis 12:15—17:22 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 105:1-15 
Memory Selection: Psalms 25:4 


Ur of the Chaldees, birth 
place of Abraham, was sit- 
uated near Basra, close to the River Euph- 
rates in what is now called Iraq. It was a 
large, busy city and center for the wicked 
moon-god worship. Mr. Sayce refers to writ- 
ten records about 3,000 B.c. of a King of 
Ur: “We now know that writing was in such 
common use at Ur when Abraham dwelt 
there, that all common transactions of busi- 
ness were inscribed on tablets, and numer- 
ous specimens of written contracts contem- 
poraneous with or anterior to the days of 
Abraham, may now be found . . . in our 
libraries. It has thus become highly prob- 
able that Abraham, when leaving that great 
and cultured mart of commerce, Ur of the 
Chaldees, would carry his library with him.” 
So much for those who sneered at these 
chapters of Genesis as being “fables passed 
on by an illiterate people”! We picture 
them, then, in this busy city but discon- 
tented with its polytheism and sin, until 
the urge for a closer walk with God became 
so insistent that led by Terah, Abram’s 
father, they left Ur intending to go to 
Canaan (11:31); reaching Haran they found 
a very fertile country and, apparently aban- 
doning their quest, dwelt there until Terah 
died (vs. 32). Then came the challenge to 
Abram recorded in Genesis 12:1 and so 
graphically summarized in Hebrews 11:8-10. 
By faith he obeyed God’s call because he 
looked for something finer than the loveli- 
est that earth could give. “He looked for a 
city that hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). That high- 
est of all quests represents the yearning of 
godly people in every age and is never 
disappointed; for “God is not ashamed to 
be called their God: for he hath prepared 
for them a city” (Heb. 11:16). The journey 
to that city is n, continued, and 
brought to fulfillment by faith; this is fore- 
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ETERNITY 


shadowed by Abraham and, following his 
‘steps, we may learn lessons that will en- 
able us to please God in loving and obed- 
ient living by faith. 


EXPOSITION 


The Reasonableness of Faith 

There are still far too many people who 
think, if they do not say, with the little 
irl, “Faith is believing what you know 
isn’t true.” Neither have we been helped to 
understand the true nature of faith by 
thinking of it in terms of finance and desig- 
nating certain missions as “faith missions” 
and, while appreciating the deep spirituality 
of some, watching with astonishment the 
antics of the less reputable of them! Faith 
is not credulity (readiness to believe with- 
out sufficient evidence); neither is it pre- 
sumption (venturing without permission). 
It is the suBstaANce of things hoped for 
(Heb. 11:1), the venturing on a known per- 
son to do the thing promised. That is ex- 
actly what Abram did. He listened to God’s 
veice (Gen. 12:1), believed His promise 
(vss. 2, 3), and took action accordingly, so 
he departed from Haran (vs. 4). In so doing 
he fulfilled the conditions of faith: “he 
that cometh to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). To say 
that we have “no faith” is really quite 
ridiculous; for we trust (the same word as 
faith) our baker, milkman, bus driver, and 
a host of other folk whom we hardly know, 
every moment of the day. We have faith 
that the water in the faucet is pure and 
use it for ourselves and our families with- 
out a moment’s hesitation. All God asks 
of us is that this faculty of trust, given to 
us of Him, and without which we cannot 
live, should be exercised toward Him. Faith 





in God is eminently reasonable, and we 
take the first step in the glorious life when, 
like Abram, we accept God’s word and 
are obedient to it. We trust others, some 
of whom are unproved and unworthy, why 
should we hesitate to trust God? 
The Progression of Faith 

Faith should always progress, and this is 
typified in Abram. “They went forth to go 
into the land of Canaan: and into the land 
of Canaan they came” (vs. 5). Could he now 
rest and relax? The narrative continues 
“. . . Abram passed through the land (vs. 
6); . . . he removed from thence (vs. 7). 
And Abram journed, going on still . . .” 
(vs. 9). All the time there was a growing 
apprehension of God and His will: The 
Lord said to Abram (vs. 1); the Lord ap- 
peared to Abram (vs. 7); there he builded 
an altar and called upon the name of the 
Lord (vs. 8). Of far too few present-day 
Christians can it be said, “He journeyed .. . 
going on still”; too many of us regard con- 
version as the end instead of the beginning 
of a new life, as a dead-end street instead 
of an open door to wide-spreading pastures. 
Ask many Christians about their testimony, 
and they reach back in their minds to the 
often-distant past. The life of faith is pro- 
gressive and should be giving us experiences 
of God and His grace today. Abram went 
out, . . . Abram journeyed, going on still 
. . » Do these two phrases accurately sum- 
marize our lives? Each new experience 
taught Abram new lessons about God, and 
everytime he broke camp and moved on, 
he left a well from which others could 
drink! 


Variety in the Life of Faith 


Because Abram obeyed God it did not 
mean that life was to be all plain sailing. 


When he reached Canaan, it was occupied 





make your 


territory; for the Canaanite was in the 

land (vs. 6) (conversion doesn’t mean the 

exclusion of sin, but it should mean its sub- 
jugation—the Canaanite is still in the 

Jand!). He shared, too, as we all do, in the 

vicissitudes: that afflict all mankind and 

passed through a time of grievous’ famine 

(vs. 10). Subsequently he found under test 

something of the inherent weakness of his 

own nature and, telling a half-truth to 
avoid physical danger (for Sarai was his 
half-sister, Gen. 20:12), projected his wife 
into an intolerable situation from which 
God delivered her (12:1l—end, and again 
in Chap. 20). Through it all faith persisted 
and grew, and in the infinite variety of ex- 
periences, Abram learned more of God. We, 
too, pass through many and varied exper- 
iences in our life of faith, but even our 
defects, brought simply and humbly to God, 
may be used to enrich our knowledge of 

Him. 

“When my feet stumble, to Thee I'll cry, 
Crown of the humble, cross of the high: 
When my steps wander, over me bend, 
Truer and fonder, Saviour and Friend.” 


Abram’s faith was crowned 
by God’s renewing His 
covenant (17:1-9), which, as we know, has 
been kept through the centuries despite the 
frequent defection of His people. With us 
God makes a new covenant in the bread of 
the body of Christ and the wine of His 
blood. That covenant, freely offered by God 
and received by His children by faith, 
makes us spiritual children of Abraham 
and is remembered in the service of com- 
munion or breaking of bread. That act of 
faith and love will be crowned when He 
returns in person, and then we shall know 
even as we are known. In the meantime we 
are called to the high adventure of a living 


SUMMARY 


faith in the living and eternal God. 





Vacation Bible School 


« hobjoy emperionce for all 


the Scripture Press all-planned course— 
“Journeying with Jesus” — 


Lae... 


ristian Book 


All planned, ALL-BIBLE and all 
inter-related. Teaches God's Word in 
a dynamic, winning way—with ac- 
tion-packed Bible stories, colorful 
workbooks, purposeful handicraft 
and message-filled music. What’s 
more, it lets you reach all the fam- 
ily— Nursery through Adult de- 
partments. 

Easy to teach! No need to worry if 





Introductory Offer: VBS Packet 
Contains 5 teachers’ manuals, 5 pupils’ 
workbooks, and a list of contents for 
Young Peoples’ and Adults’ courses. 
Also: Handwork Packets for Nursery and 
Beginner Pupils. 4-color VBS poster and ~ 
dodger, invitation postcard, buttons, re- 





you're inexperienced, because ev- 
erything is planned for you. You 
get daily teaching routine, teaching 
tips, visual aids, and other helps. 

Fun to learn! Geared to all ages— 
pupils learn the Scriptures in ways 
that appeal to them most. Salvation 
and consecration are made so crys- 
tal-clear that pupils young and old 
respond with decisi for Christ! 





or write Scripture Press 
C0 $3.15 Introductory VBS Packet 
Money refunded if not satisfied. 
(0 “1957 VBS Journeylog.’ Dept. ETS-47 














ae headband. Free descriptive $. os Address 
— * @ B % 2) ee 2,’ =>. , “1957 VBS Journeylog.”’. . . . $3. 
" z State 
SCRIPTURE PRESS FREE! 1957 VBS Journeylog = wild 
(Also in packet). Tells how to plan and Church 
1825 College Avenue, Wheaton conduct a ul VBS. Also contains Wie tls ud Zone__-State______-.. 


April 1957 





complete description of courses and list 
of supplies available. 





NEW BOOKS 





THE STRAIGHT TALE OF 
BARBARISM 


Till We Have Faces, by C. S. Lewis. 
Harcourt, Brace. 313 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Clyde S. Kilby 


The central idea of this novel is that 
men’s conception of God is commonly 
anemic, pale, and full of words. Even 
after one genuine glimpse of the shin- 
ing palace across the river, Orual, the 
leading character, chooses to deny the 
vision rather than accept it. The soldier 
Bardia, kind and good at heart, is con- 
tent religiously to give the gods their 
traditional worship and not worry too 
much about why he does so. The Greek 
slave Lysias, teacher of Orual and her 
sisters, denies the gods and holds firmly 
to nature and reason as ultimates. In the 
concluding section of the novel these 
people are forced to confess they were 
wrong. Orual’s reading of her forty-year- 
old complaint against the gods becomes 
the answer to that complaint. She real- 
izes it is only words, not truth. She comes 


to realize also that there has always been 
a deeper speech lying at the center of 
her soul, one that she was never willing 
to acknowledge. She comes to the shock- 
ing realization that God cannot speak 
to us openly or let us answer Him be- 
cause our words are simply “the babble 
that we think we mean.” There is only 
one word we can speak to Him and that 
is the mighty amen of contrition. Until 
then we really have no faces. God can 
have no essential dealings with us until 
rationalization and babble are hushed 
by the recognition of His being and sov- 
ereignty. Orual discovers that all her 
life she has simply wanted to be her own 
and consequently has left no room in 
the universe for God to exist. Even her 
supposed love for her sister turns out to 
have been only selfish. She finds that be- 


cause she is totally empty inside she has 
had the lifelong tendency to usurp other 
people and things for her own ends. 

This novel is an adaptation of the 
Greek myth of Cupid and Psyche. Lewis 
says he has worked on the general theme 
of the novel for most of his life. This is 
certainly the most difficult of his books 
(even beyond Pilgrim’s Regress), but I 
believe it may be the most rewarding 
for those who are willing to spend time 
with it. Readers will long for a key to 
its meaning and will probably go to 
some interpretation if they can find one, 
but I should like to suggest that there is 
pleasure in ferreting out the symbols for 
oneself. As a beginning you can take 
Lewis’s own brief words describing the 
story: “. . . the straight tale of barbar- 
ism, the mind of an ugly woman, dark 
idolatry and pale enlightenment at war 
with each other and with vision, and the 
havoc which a vocation, or even faith, 
works on human life.” 

Lewis's little pictures—analogues with 
the Greek myth—in the latter part of 
the book are as beautiful as those in 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. In fact, the 
entire story qua story is told with the 
usual Lewis literary skill. It is only the 
symbols that will give one trouble. But 
then the symbols are the book. 





At last a book on the sexual attitudes 
and habits of American men and women 
which a Christian can heartily recom- 
mend! 

The author is no mean scholar. He is 
Chairman and Professor of the Sociology 
Department of Harvard University, also 
former Professor of Sociology at the 
University of St. Petersburg, and is a 
past president of the International In- 
stitute of Sociology. He has authored 
no less than 29 books, some of which 
have been translated into at least 16 
languages. Among his best-known works 
was The Crisis of Our Age 1941, which 
has already been issued in nine lang- 
uages. 

In The American Sex Revolution 
Sorokin courageously condemns our 
loose behavior and false values and 
warns that our world leadership is 
threatened by the possibility of com- 
plete sex anarchy. Among his chapter 
titles are: “Sexualization of American 
Culture,” “Effects of Sex Indulgence 
on the Individual and His Associates,” 
“Social and Cultural Effects of Sex 
Anarchy,” “Sex in the Creative Growth 


Dr. Kilby is Chairman of the Department of Eng- 
lish, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
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RELIGION and SEX ANARCHY 


The American Sex Revolution, by Piti- 
rim Sorokin. Porter Sargent. 186 pp. 


$3.50. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 


and Decay of Societies,” “America at 
the Crossroads,” “From Sex’ Anarchy to 
Sane Sex Order.” 


He decries an avowed reconciliation 
of anti-Christian sexual conduct with 
a profession of Christianity, not only on 
the part of individual Christians, but 
also on the part of a number of Chris- 
tian ministers who have fostered an 
“atrocious pseudo-scientific concoction 
of sex and religion.” 


He notes that “our creeds are perme- 
ated by the anti-religious theories of 
Freud.” “The astounding reconciliation 
of Christianity and Judaism with Freud- 
ianism is furthered by journals of ‘pas- 
toral psychology’ and ‘pastoral psycho- 
analysis’; by a flood of books and pamph- 
lets; by sermons and lectures broadcast 
from the pulpits and through radio and 


television. Millions are thus instructed 
in these new ‘religions’ of Freudianized 
Christianity and Judaism.” 

He makes a powerful plea for chastity 
in the highest Christian sense of the 
term, and for old-fashioned sexual 
morality, both before and during mar- 
riage. He concludes with practical sug- 
gestions for attaining sexual morality 
and reversing the alarming trend toward 
immorality in our American culture. 

This is an important book, a breath 
of fresh, clean air on what has become 
a very sordid and smelly subject: Amer- 
ica’s sexual attitudes and habits; one 
on which Christians have been too long 
silent, if not ignorant. 





Dr. Baker is an ordained Presbyterian minister 
as well as a physician. Until recently he was 
urologist at Boston’s Lahey Clinic. : 
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By Faith Alone. The Life of Martin 
Luther, by W. J. Kooiman. Philo- 
sophical. 211 pp. $6.00. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


No more appropriate title could be 
found for this sympathetic, moving and 
concise biography of the great Reform- 
er. It is well proportioned. Without 
wasting words, the author concentrates 
on the salient points of Luther's life, 
viewing him both as an individual and 
as the figure who sparked the dormant 
forces of reformation. Such a reforma- 
tion was inevitable and should be set- 
tled, declared Luther, by the whole of 
Christendom, not by pope or council. 
We would do well to pause before this 
one whose insistence upon scriptural 
truths led to the collapse of Satan’s mas- 
terpiece—medieval ecclesiasticism. 

Early impressions of monasticism led 
him to believe it was the only way one 
could serve God adequately. Haunted by 
doubts, he became exceedingly restless 
and troubled about his sin. He entered 
the Augustinian Order, but later stated, 
“I did not become a monk... . volun- 
tarily . . . I made a vow under duress 
and compulsion for fear of sudden 
death.” This failed to provide what he 
hoped to find. “I had no faith”; regula- 
tions were ineffective; the confessional 
led to depression; he was plunged into 
the depths for fear of damnation. Al- 
though Staupitz constantly pointed to 
Christ, he longed for absolution in 
Rome. While there, he realized the 
truth of rumors:—that Rome was built 
on the foundation of hell itself. 

It is not often that theological prob- 
lems are intertwined with the struggles 
within a man’s soul, but in his study of 
Psalms, from which he derived great 
comfort, he wrestled with God’s wrath 
until God became victorious. This be- 
came the crux of his theology. 

Luther was constantly in collision 
with Romans 1:17, until one day his vis- 
ion cleared. He discovered that God’s 
grace is not infused by sacraments. It is 
given for Christ’s sake to anyone who 
believes. This became the central doc- 
trine of his theology, and henceforth his 
teachings revealed the testimony of a 
sinner now redeemed. 

Out of the repeated attacks which he 
launched upon the abuses within the 
church, he enunciated the core of the 
whole Reformation; he who has faith 
is reborn apart from anything done by 
himself. He deplored the traffic ‘in in- 
dulgences as an instrument of greed, 
and repudiated their power to liberate 
from purgatory; “I will maintain my 
stand, even against the whole church,” 
and offered his 95 theses to encourage 
debate upon this heated topic. 

Luther’s work brings to us a living 
man, wrestling with tradition. Passion- 
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ately and cogently he urged that salva- 
tion does not depend upon the way a 
man lays hold upon God, but on God’s 
grace whereby He takes man’s sin 
wholly upon Himself. Luther’s love for 
the Scriptures led him to a rediscovery 
of its heart: the evangel. 

Kooiman’s book is very readable and 
attractively presented. He does not let 
his admiration for his subject keep him 
from being adult, honest and fair, as 
well as accurate, deep and comprehen- 
sive. In carefully fashioned, inspectacu- 
lar prose he etches his decisive portrait. 

Extremely valuable for those who ad- 
here to salvation without works. 


Dimensions of Character, by Ernest M. 
Ligon. Macmillan. 497 pp. $6.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


A splendid, up-to-the-minute text 
book on personality and character re- 
search techniques that can be practiced 
to a greater or lesser extent by any nor- 
mally intelligent person. Dr. Ligon is 
Professor of Psychology at Union Col- 
lege in Schenectady and directs the col- 
lege’s Character Research Project. It is 
the author’s thesis that not only techni- 
cians trained in psychology, but teachers, 
parents and even more mature young 
people can be trained to apply the basic 
principles involved in character analysis. 

The sixteen chapters describe the 
work of the C.R.P., cover the various di- 
mensions of personality, and offer nu- 
merous suggestions for assembling and 
assessing research data. Dr. Ligon has 
based much of his research material on 
religious frames of reference, making the 
work of great value for religious edu- 
cators. 

An exhaustive table of contents, a 
147-entry bibliography, a thorough in- 
dex, a practical outline guide for study, 
and a summary of each chapter at its 
close greatly enhance the work. All in- 
terested in the development and matur- 
ing of personality and the interpreta- 
tion of character will find this book in- 
valuable for either private study or 
class-room use. 


Jesus of Yesterday and Today, by Sam- 
uel G. Craig, reviewed in the March 
issue of Erernity is published by the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
Company, not Baker Book House as 
stated in the review, and costs $2.75. 


Everyday Life in Old Testament Times, 
by E. W. Heaton. Scribner’s. 240 pp. 
$3.95. 


Reviewed by Russell T. Hitt 


Those who feel that it is necessary to 
be stuffy to be scholarly should take a 
look at this excellent new book by 
Canon E. W. Heaton of Salispury 





DIMENSIONS 
OF CHARACTER - 


By ERNEST M. LIGON 


. a book that deserves much 
careful study by all Christian 
leaders.” 

F. W. M., The Telescope Messenger 


Dr. Ligon’s extensive research in 
applying scientific techniques to 
human_ personality and moral and 
spiritual growth, is tremendously 
valuable in character-building—for 
educators, youth leaders, ministers, 
parents, and psychologists. $6.50 


Earlier books on this subject: 


By Ernest M. Ligon: The Psy- 
chology of Christian Personality, 
Their Future Is Now, A Greater 
Generation. 


Available at your bookstore or 


The Macmillan 


60 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 11, N.Y, . 
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Cathedral. While the author modestly 
states that he has written primarily for 
“boys and girls in the upper forms of 
secondary and public schools,” there are 
few Christians of any age who will not 
find many things of profit in this book. 
He has culled from the most authorita- 
tive sources an abundance of material 
on the life and times of those living in 
Old Testament days. He tells about 
cooking practices, the clothing habits, 
and what their houses or tents or huts 
were like. Here one can get intimate 
glimpses of the folkways of the Hebrews 
and their contemporaries, the customs 
surrounding birth, marriage, and death, 
agricultural, industrial, and business life 
at the level these existed. 

In addition the book is greatly en- 
hanced by a number of charming illus- 
trations by Marjorie Quenell and some 
remarkable photographs. 

Here is a book that would be prized 
by pastors, Sunday School teachers, 
Christian workers, and anyone who 
would like to know more about life in 
Old Testament times. 


Faith Healing and the Christian Faith, 
by Wade H. Boggs, Jr. John Knox. 
216 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 


Here is another in the voluminous 
stream of books on the subject of spirit- 
ual healing. It is better than most, but 
it claims to present a strictly biblical 
point of view, which it certainly does 
not. 

The author is a young Presbyterian 
clergyman and professor who is to be 
commended for attempting to find the 
biblical answer to the despair of so many 
disillusioned people whose hopes have 
been falsely encouraged by faith healers. 
As far as attaining that goal is con- 
cerned, he has done an excellent job. 
His chapters entitled: “Does All Sick- 
ness Result from the Sin of Man?” “May 
Sickness Be Attributed to the Devil?” 
“Does God Will Perfect Health for 
Everyone?” “A Positive Christian Philo- 
sophy of Health” “Prayer and Good 
Health” “Faith and Good Health” and 
“How Can the Church Promote Good 
Health” are wonderful in their grasp 
of the essential Christian answer to most 
of these things. 

However, as one reads Dr. Bogg’s gen- 
erally excellent book, one gets the im- 
pression that he is ready to dispense with 
the miracles of Jesus as evidence of the 
deity of Christ and the unique truth of 
the Christian religion. I am not. 

Down through the ages most Chris- 
tians have agreed with Nicodemus: “No 
man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him.” And 
the Church has always understood the 
Worker of these miracles to be more 
than a unique person, whose relation- 


ship to God was unique, whose unique 
mission will never need to be carried 
out again, who had perfect concord and 
harmony in all the aspects of His being, 
who was perfectly submissive to the will 
of God, and who possessed greater spirit- 
ual energy and deeper spiritual insight 
than any. She has always believed that 
He was none other than the Incarnate 
God; that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
divine Logos, the Word of St. John’s 
Gospel and that the miracles He 
wrought are evidences of His divine 
Person. 

The book includes a valuable index 
of scriptural references, and a gener- 
ally adequate bibliography, except for 
the omission of some of the most im- 
portant older literature, such as B. B. 
Warfield’s Counterfeit Miracles and 
Conyers Middleton’s Free Inquiry, to- 
gether with the almost, if not complete, 
absence of all reference to Roman Cath- 
olic works. One of these was probably 
not available when Dr. Boggs wrote his 
book, but any future consideration of 
the subject must take it into account. I 
refer to Zsolt Aradi’s Book of Miracles. 
(Farrar, Straus, and Cuhady, 1956. 316 
pages. $5.00.) Except for these very 
minor faults, Dr. Boggs’ book gives one 
the impression of being a well written, 
scholarly treatise, and all of his quota- 
tions are fully documented. 


When I Consider . . . by Marian M. 
Schoolland. Eerdmans. 124 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


Devotional meditations designed to 
increase the appreciation of her readers 
for God’s creative handiwork and to pro- 
vide inspiring help for daily living. 


You Have.a Talent . . . Don’t Bury It, 
By Faith Coxe Bailey. Moody. 128 pp. 
$2.50. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


This book answers a desperate need 
for a logical and convincing argument 
for young people to appraise their tal- 
ents, develop them, and put them to use 
in the service of God. It is an excellent 
book to place in the hands of young 
people facing decisions as to their life 
work. 


The Jews From Cyrus To Herod, by 
Norman H. Snaith. Abingdon Press. 
208 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


Dr. Snaith does several questionable 
things to which evangelical scholars 
would maintain strong opposition. He 
relegates the Babylonian empire to an 
interregnum (p. 9) status. He accepts a 
view of 50 years of Babylonian captivity. 
Finding at least two Isaiahs in the can- 
onical “Isaiah,” Snaith identifies the 
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famous “Servant of the Lord” with the 
exiles of 597 (p. 67) and refers to them 
as the “Ideal Israel.” As a result they 
and not Christ did the suffering of Isa- 
iah 53 and it is all now past (p. 68). He 
finds elaborate influence of Iranian 
eschatology (p. 96ff) in the prophets 
with relation to ‘““The Glorious Future” 
of the true people of God. In the proph- 
etic book of Daniel (9:24-27), the author 
constructs a crude historical interpreta- 
tion based on his notion of a late date 
for Daniel. To Snaith the Law was not 
given until after the exile (p. 107); 
“Son of Man” has no personal reference 
but means “the people of the saints of 
the Most High (p. 112).” 

This book is not recommended for use 
by those who cannot find their way 
around in pre-Christian history, inter- 
testament religious thought, or in canon- 
ical and non-canonical criticism. 


Thinking Life Through. Fulton J. 
Sheen. McGraw-Hill. 245 pp. $3.75. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


On the whole, this reviewer can 
recommend the volume for general read- 
ing with the reservation that the reader 
must ever keep in mind that the author 
is a very astute diplomat and apologist 
for his faith. What he says here in a gen- 
eral way is intended to be an invitation 
to read his other works (listed in the 
volume, incidentally) in which his apol- 
ogetic for Roman Catholicism is more 
clearly defined. 


William Christie, Apostle to Tibet. 
Howard Van Dyck. Christian. 176 pp. 
Malla Moe. Maria Nilsen and Paul H 
Sheetz. Moody. 253 pp. $3. 
Beyond the Kikuyu Curtain. H. Virginia 
Blakeslee. Moody. 267 pp. $3.75. 
Not Alone. Eunice V. Pike. Moody, 127 
pp. $2.25. 
Light Is Sown. Sanna Morrison Barlow. 
Moody. 188 pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 
Really good up-to-date missionary 
books with a dynamic message are not 
too often written. To find five of them, 
only recently published, and all filled 
with missionary challenge, is a treat in- 
deed. The story of William Christie and 
his labors for Christ in far-off, myster- 
ious Tibet will prove to be stimulating. 
Then, on to South Africa with the in- 
defatigable Miss Mallo Moe, a Norse 
girl whose thrilling missionary activi- 
ties for Christ in Zululand and Swazi- 
land will fascinate the reader; wherever 
this woman went, she left a trail of re- 
born children of God behind her. The 
Mau Mau terrorism in the Kenya area 
of Africa has been a topic of vital con- 
cern to all missionary-minded people. 
Dr. Blakeslee helps the reader to see 
that missionary endeavor in that strick- 
en area had not been in vain. Eunice 
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Pike, Instructor at Summer Institute of 
Linguistics, and translator of Mexican 
language New Testament, tells the ab- 
sorbing story of the missionary work of 
the Wycliffe Translators. She demon- 
strates afresh that, though isolated by 
language barriers, the missionary of the 
cross is Not Alone. And, finally, the 
Gospel Recordings evangelistic ministry 
is discussed in Light Is Sown, showing 
how a phonograph disc recording can 
supplement the work of the missionary 
and help him reach more people with 
the message of life. 

These five outstanding works of fresh, 
contemporary missionary endeavor for 
Christ on various fields should be on the 
shelf of every church library. Each child 
of God would do well to read at least 
two of these works to encourage and in- 
crease his missionary zeal and interest. 


Devotions for Adult Groups, by Wallace 
Fridy. Abingdon. 127 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


This potent little book includes 
twenty-five devotional messages suitable 
for use with adult groups in the church 
on all occasions. Each message is brief, 
flexible, and Bible centered, and in- 
cludes helpful hints for worship. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 


should become part of the ecumenical 
movement in the same way as other 
Christians. 

“By seeking a way to get into touch 
with their separated brethren, Catho- 
lics certainly intend to remain true to 
pure doctrine and are not to go beyond 
the limits of their own discipline.” 
Ecumenical Press Service says that the 
editorial group publishing the journal 
represents 16 Roman Catholic religious 
orders. 


REACHES ISOLATED FILIPINO TRIBE 


An isolated mountain tribe known as 
“The Killers” has been successfully 
reached by Rev. Walter Groesbeck, su- 
perintendent of Free Methodist Mission 
in the Philippines. Through his efforts 
a reconciliation has been brought about 
between the government of the Agusan 
Province and this tribe. 

Groesbeck first contacted the Maga- 
hats last August. He carried with him 
certificates from the court and from the 
Philippine Constabulary, stating that 
no case was pending against the leader, 
Datu Taglion. He found the Datu and 
his men friendly and they gave him per- 
mission to speak to them about the gos- 
pel. 

For many years the government has 
tried to meet the Datu to get him and 
his people to come out of the mountains 
and establish a barrio in the valley. The 
Datu said he would not come out for 
the governor but he would come out for 
the missionary. And he did. 


HITS AT TRICKS OF EVANGELISM 


A Lutheran official said in Atlantic 
City that some forms of evangelism are 
detracting from the impact of Protest- 
ant churches upon the life of the na- 
tion. 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of ‘New York, 
president of the National Lutheran 
Council, told the agency’s annual meet- 
ing that too many outmoded evangelism 
“tricks” are still being used to get names 
on congregational rolls. 

These include, he said, such things as 
“appeals freighted with base emotional- 
ism, crude deceits of mass appeal, shal- 
low theology monotonously reiterated, 
wildly swinging attacks on the churches 
and their ministers, and venal avarice.” 

“The American violations of the hal- 
lowed word ‘evangelism’ perpetrated for 
more than a century cast their shadow 
over and inhibit a free and glad partici- 
pation of our pastors and lay people in 
being Gospel advocates,” he said. 


HOW CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS DIE 
Christian Scientists get less medical 
care than the average person. How does 





this affect their death rate and their life 
expectancy? Partial answers come from 
a recent Forensic Medicine article by 
Dr. Gale E. Wilson, autopsy surgeon in 
King County, Wash. During the period 
1935-55, he noted 1,041 deaths of known 
Christian Scientists. His analysis of 
those deaths provides the following sta- 
tistics: 

Average age at death was about 70— 
slightly below the latest figure for the 
state’s population as a whole. 

In twenty-one years, there were only 
three deaths from trauma, none at all 
from homicide or suicide. 

The proportion of deaths from coro- 
nary artery disease was far below the 
national average. 

The proportion of deaths from pneu- 
monia, diabetes, and tuberculosis was 
higher than average. 

The proportion of deaths from malig- 
nancy was nearly double the national 
average. But the incidence of carcinoma 
of the lung was very low. (Christian 
Scientists don’t as a rule use tobacco or 
alcohol.) 

Dr. Wilson estimates that 6 per cent 
of Scientist deaths could be prevented 
by surgery—which is condoned by the 
church, although many don’t realize it. 


GRAHAM TO ADDRESS N. A. E. 


At the fifteenth annual convention of 
the National Association of Evangelicals 
to be held April 24 at the Statler Ho- 
tel, Buffalo, Billy Graham will speak on 
“The Lost Chord of Evangelicalism.” 
At another session Dr. Armin S. Gess- 
wein will speak on revival and lead a 
prayer meeting for Graham’s New York 
campaign. 


CARDINAL OUTRANKS HER 


Mrs. Shirley Stratton, wife of the 
Governor of Illinois has been assigned 
automobile license No. 6. Who got No. 
1? Cardinal Stritch, archbishop of Chi- 
cago. 


BOB PIERCE IN MANILA 


More than 5,000 decisions for Christ 
were made during a city-wide Crusade 
for Christ conducted recently in Manila 
by Dr. Bob Pierce, president of World 
Viston, Inc. 

Dr. Jose Yap, executive secretary of 
the Philippine National Federation of 
Christian Churches, said that nearly 
every Protestant church in Manila ac- 
tively cooperated. Dr. Yap is also chair- 
man of the National Evangelistic Strat- 
egy Committee which sponsored the 
Billy Graham meeting a year ago. Ells- 
worth Culver, head of the Philippine 
Crusades, was general co-ordinator of 
the crusade, with scores of other mis- 
sionaries cooperating with the native 
church. 
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Pierce preached nightly to crowds as 

large as 15,000 people. An estimated 
140,000 people attended the crusade 
throughout the three weeks. Scores re- 
sponded nightly, with the largest re- 
sponse on the closing Sunday night 
when nearly 1,000 decisions were record- 
ed. Over one-half of those making de- 
cisions were students. 

Dr. Yap said: “The outstanding fea- 
ture of this Crusade for Christ is the 
fact that this is the first time the church- 
es have cooperated together under one 
banner to preach the message of salva- 
tion. The results were significant. Not 
only will the churches feel immediate 
growth by the converts, but the Protest- 
ant church in the Philippines is experi- 
encing a spirit of unity and revival pre- 
viously unknown to us.” 


BARTH’S SON HITS LITURGY 

A University of Chicago theologian 
said in Chicago he was alarmed at “the 
increasing emphasis” churches are plac- 
ing on sacraments, liturgy and “high 
church” forms of worship. 

Dr. Markus Barth, associate professor 
of New Testament at the university's 
Federated Theological Faculty, address- 
ed the twenty-sixth annual Ministers’ 
Week of Chicago Theological Seminary 
(Congregational). He is the son of the 
famed theologian, Dr. Karl Barth. 

“I’m afraid that we are trying to en- 
close ourselves within holy walls rather 
than to seek unity in our Christian 
testimony to the world,” he said. 

Dr. Barth, a Presbyterian, also criti- 
cized American churches that practice 
infant baptism. He said he preferred 
the baptism of adults as “an antidote 
against superstitional ideas.” 

“When an adult is baptized the bap- 
tized person, the preachers and congre- 
gation engage in an act of witness to 
Christ,” Dr. Barth said. 


FEDERAL SERVICE FOR CHRISTIANS 


Educators representing more than a 
score of colleges operated by conserva- 
tive Protestant denominations attended 
a three-day seminar in Washington on 
“Education for the Federal Service” 
sponsored by the National Association 
of Evangelicals. 

The delegates heard John W. Macy, 
Jr., executive director of the U. S. Civil 
Service Commission, declare that “today 
as never before the skills and abilities 
of our young people are needed in gov- 
ernment.” 

Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison, ad- 
dressing the seminar at the Pentagon, 
said there is a great need for junior of- 
ficers in the Army, a need larger than 
West Point can fill. He urged evangeli- 
cal colleges to prepare young men for 
careers in the military service. 

The general said national security de- 
mands that the military service have 
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good leaders. Young men from evangel- 
ical colleges can furnish this kind of 
leadership, he said, if. they will enter 
their nation’s service “for the glory of 
God and with a desire to be ambassa- 
dors for Christ.” 


AILMENTS OF MINISTERS 


A United Church of Canada clergy- 
man listed “Shrader’s Neurasthenia” as 
among seven ailments most common to 
ministers. 

This sickness, wrote the Rev. J. A. 
Davidson in the Observer, official 
United Church paper, “‘is a listlessness 
and apathy. brought on by prolonged 
meditation” over an article by Dr. Wes- 
ley Shrader entitled ‘“‘Why Ministers are 
Breaking Down.” 

Dr. Shrader is associate professor of 
pastoral theology at Yale Divinity 
School. His article appeared in Life 
magazine last August. 

Mr. Davidson’s article was an obvious 
dig at claims by various writers that 
overworked ministers of all denomina- 
tions are on the verge of nervous break- 
downs. 

Other common ministerial ailments 
listed by Mr. Davidson were: 

“Parson’s red-face . . . the result of 
wearing a clerical collar half-a-size too 
small and not of secret tippling, as 
some cynics suggest. 

“The Dick-Gestetner syndrome . 
symptoms include ink-poisoning, hands 
blistered by constant cranking, twitch- 
ing of the eyes caused by watching hun- 
dreds of sheets of white paper flit by 

- mucilage-induced toxic inflamma- 
tion of the mouth and stamp-licker’s 
tongue. 

“Theologian’s Strabismus (or squint) 

. . comes from too much reading of 
italicized rubrics in old prayer books. 

“Mark Tapley Neurosis . . . a strange 
state of persistent and sometimes violent 
jolliness. 

“The Schlegenheimer Compulsion 
. . . drives victims to speak and write 
gobbledegook. Some victims . . . also 
suffer from the strange delusion that to 
be unintelligible in the pulpit is to 
maintain the prestige of the ministry. 

“Saturday Night Thumb .. . the re- 
sult of spending every Saturday night 
thumbing through back numbers of 


Pulpit Digest . . . the nothing-to-preach 
jitters.” 
Mr. Davidson said these ailments 


were bad, but not serious enough to 
cause a clergyman to consult a psychia- 
trist. 


PRAYER BREAKFAST IN WASHINGTON 


Vice President Richard M. Nixon, 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, and mem- 
bers of the House and Senate attended 
a prayer breakfast in Washington that 
highlighted the annual conference of 
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Startling, but there they were, 
a congregation of several hundred, 
worshipping in a synagogue around 
whose walls, inscribed in Hebrew, were 
the ten commandments, and over whose 
door was the Star of David. In honor of 
their guest preacher, Dr. Gartenhaus, 
they sang the Israel national anthem — 
in Hebrew. With deep interest they 
heard the gospel of Jesus Christ their 
Messiah. 
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International Christian Leadership, Inc. 

The non-denominational group that 
sponsors prayer breakfast and luncheon 
groups throughout the United States 
and a number of foreign countries, de- 
voted its three-day meeting to the theme 
“Christian Responsibility in Man’s Af- 
fairs.” 

Delegates from more than twenty 
countries heard Mr. Nixon read a mes- 
sage of greeting from President Eisen- 
hower, who was unable to attend be- 
cause of the pressure of duties in con- 
nection with the visit of King Saud of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Nixon said that America is mov- 
ing to new spiritual frontiers. He prais- 
ed evangelist Billy Graham for “one of 
the most courageous spiritual ventures 
in our generation” in carrying his forth- 
coming spring crusade into Madison 
Square Garden in New York City. 


ORAL ROBERTS QUESTIONED 


Oral Roberts, evangelist-healer feat- 
ured on television, was detained in Feb- 
ruary by South African customs officers 
at Johannesburg on charges that he pos- 
sessed four diamond rings valued at $2,- 
500. 

Officials said that after completing a 
declaration in which he stated he had 
no jewelry, he was twice questioned and 
each time declared he had no jewelry. 
Later, however, it was said he produced 
the rings from a trouser pocket. He was 
allowed to leave with the rings. 


ADVENTISTS RECEIVE AWARD 


The General Conference of Seventh- 
day Adventists has just voted a budget 
of almost $23,000,000 for 1957. Of this 
amount $11,700,000 is earmarked for 
foreign missions, medical, and educa- 
tional work. The General Conference 
received a special certificate from the 
American Red Cross for its work in train- 
ing 24,000 persons in First Aid. It is the 
first church organization to receive the 
award. 


PENTECOSTALS AT 10 MILLION 


Nine denominational groups forming 
the Pentecostal Fellowship of North 
America met recently in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. Two thousand delegates represent- 
ing more than 16,000 churches in twelve 
organizations gathered at the Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church for their 
ninth annual conference. A Canadian 
speaker told the delegates that their fel- 
lowship was “now over ten million 
strong, including 500,000 behind the 
Iron Curtain.” 


CATHOLICS DEBATE MARY’S DEATH 


Did the Virgin Mary experience phy- 
sical death or was she exempted from 
the common fate of mortals? 

This question was debated by 100 Ro- 
man Catholic theologians at the eighth 


annual convention of the Mariological 
Society of America in Chicago. 

The Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, presi- 
dent of the society, said in a summation 
of views advanced at the meeting that 
the “most common opinion among 
theologians” and the “more common 
opinion in the Church over the cen- 
turies” was that the Mother of Christ 
did endure physical death before her as- 
sumption into heaven. Father Carroll is 
a research associate in theology at the 
Catholic University of America, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

All Catholic theologians, he said, hold 
that - Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
and her sinless life exempted her from 
the “penal” aspect of death. But most, 
he added, agree that she passed through 
the “natural” aspect of death. 

An opposing view, he said, is held by 
a minority group of theologians, headed 
by the Rev. Gabriel Roschini of Rome, 
who argue that Mary’s body as well as 
her soul was immortal. 


WYRTZEN ON NETWORK RADIO 


Jack Wyrtzen’s “Word of Life Hour,” 
once a local New York youth program, 
is now heard each Saturday night from 
250 stations of the Mutual Broadcasting 
System. Reputedly this is the only com- 
mercial network broadcast heard on 
week-day radio and presently the only 
national religious youth broadcast. 

Wyrtzen pioneered his Saturday night 
youth rally in New York’s Times Square 
as a means of seeking teen-agers on 
what he calls “the devil’s night.” 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Dr. Robert A. Cook, president of 
Youth for Christ International, has 
been named vice president and distribu- 
tion manager for Scripture Press, Sun- 
day school publishing house located at 
Wheaton, Ill. . . . Dr. Theodore W. 
Engstrom, executive director of Youth 
for Christ International, succeeds Dr. 
Cook as president of the youth organi- 
zation. . . . Dr. H. Wilbert Norton was 
elected president of Trinity Seminary 
and Bible College, Chicago, the educa- 
tional institution of the Evangelical 
Free Church of America. . . . Dr. Alex- 
ander Grigolia, professor of anthropol- 
ogy at Eastern Baptist Seminary, has 
been awarded a diploma and made a 
Fellow of the American Geographical 
Society. . . . Dr. Lehman Strauss, of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Bristol, Pa., has 
been called to serve as pastor of High- 
land Park Baptist Church, Highland 
Park, Mich. . . . Lt. Gen. William K. 
Harrison, who served as UN negotiator 
at the Panmunjom Conference in Korea 
and more recently as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Caribbean area, has accept- 
ed the post of executive director of the 
Evangelical Welfare Agency in Chicago. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 


A forward step in the training of mis- 
sionaries for the foreign field has been 
realized in the establishment of an evan- 
gelical Summer School of Missions. Plans 
are under way for the first session to be 
held at Wheaton College during the 
summer of 1957. 

Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, dean of the 
graduate school of Wheaton College, is 
chairman of the school’s board of twelve 
men representing the Christian colleges 
of the United States, the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association and the 
Interdenominational Foreign Mission As- 
sociation. 

From the educational field, in addition 
to Dr. Tenney, are Dr. Will H. Norton, 
dean of education of Trinity Seminary 
and Bible College; Dr. Charles Seiden- 
spinner, president of Southeastern Bible 
College; and Dr. Paul Culley, director 
of the graduate school of missions of 
Columbia Bible College. 

The course of study will include meth- 
ods and missionary practice, methods of 
Bible study, missionary anthropology, 
and writing for missionaries. 


GIVING REACHES 3 BILLION 


Giving for religious purposes in the 
United States is now in excess of $3,000,- 
000,000 annually, the Bulletin of the 
American Association of Fund-Raising 
Council has reported. 


It said estimates for 1955, recently 
available, indicate total religious giving 
in that year reached $3,120,878,358, ap- 
proximately ten per cent greater than 
the previous year. 

Protestant giving in 1955, as reported 
by the National Council of Churches, 
was $1,842,592,260, the Bulletin said, 
adding that all other religious giving is 
estimated at $1,278,286,098. 

Close to one-fifth of all religious giving 
is going into construction or rehabilita- 
tion of church buildings, it said. 


BIBLE GAINS IN INDIA 


Some portion of the Scriptures now 
exists in the tongues used by 98 per cent 
of India’s population—from Abor Miri 
to Zangskari—according to the annual 
report of the Bible Society of India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon. 

However, it pointed out that the re- 
maining 2 per cent constitute seven 
million people, “approximately the 
population of Australia or half that of 
Canada.” 

The report said that 1955 had been a 
record year, with “greater cooperation 
from the churches, increased interest in 
the work of the society, the largest an- 
nual circulation of Scriptures since 1946, 
and support in contributions and dona- 
tions higher than ever before.” 

An increase of nearly 100,000 in the 
distribution of Bibles, New Testaments 
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and portions during the year was re- 
ported. 

Circulation of Bibles rose from 49,817 
to 77,652, of New Testaments from 
52,445 to 69,473, and of smaller por- 
tions from 738,538 to 793,400. 


HEAVEN MADE OPEN 
(Continued from page 10) 


whole redemptive process, but in the 
Old Testament it was the translation of 
the word kuphar, which literally meant 
a “covering.” It implied clearly that the 
offerer’s sins were not taken away but 
were only covered, like a man with a 
dreadful ulcer that had a thick covering 
hiding it, but which was not healed. 

Yet God, in view of the certain, fu- 
ture death of Christ in “the fulness of 
time” when “he appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself,” was able 
to anticipate the blessed results of the 
cross and, in response to the faith of be- 
lievers expressed through the appointed 
animal sacrifices, to make “righteous” 
the Old Testament saints. Evidently, as 
their sins were only “covered” and not 
“put away,” they could not yet be ad- 
mitted to the “heaven of heavens,” the 
abode of God. So far they were only 
saved “on credit,” the price of their 
redemption being finally paid by Christ 
at His death. 

Now in Ephesians 4:8-10 Paul by reve- 
lation makes some remarkable statements 





about Christ, which are variously in- 
terpreted.: “When he ascended, :he led 
captivity captive.” This phrase comes 
also in Judges 5:12 and in Psalm 68. 
The Revised version changes the phrase 
variously to “lead ‘away thy captives.” 
With Barak in Judges, in the Psalm, and 
in Ephesians it does indicate a triumph: 
over enemies. And on the cross Christ 
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did overcome sin and Satan and death, 
as Colossians 2:14-15 indicates, where, 
“having spoiled principalities, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them.” But the Ephesian verses so 
exactly describe what happened at His 
death, surely there is a second, legiti- 
mate and important application of 
them. For were not the blessed dead, in 
a very literal sense, “captives” in hades 
because of a so far incomplete salva- 
tion? At His death Christ had a double 
task to accomplish: to defeat His en- 
emies, sin and Satan and death, which 
He accomplished on the cross, and to 
liberate his friends, the believers, so far 
“captives” in hades. This made needful 
His descent into hades. 

This double transaction at His death 
may well be likened to the capture of 
a Barbary pirate ship on the coast of 
North Africa by the navy. The galley 
would be boarded, the pirates overcome, 
the ship captured, and the pirates made 
captive. Then the sailors would descend 
into the “lower part” (Eph. 4:9) of the 
ship where the rowers were chained to 
their benches and set them free. So there 
would be a double change of status—the 
pirates are now captives, the slaves are 
now free—and both classes would form 
part of the triumphal return of the vic- 
tors. This is exactly what would seem 
to have happened when the Savior died. 
There would be no need for further de- 
lay, and surely we can now quote Eph. 
4:8, “When he ascended up on high he 
led a multitude of captives,” as includ- 
ing all the blessed dead from Abel on- 
wards, “far above all heavens” (vs. 10). 

The dying malefactor, whose legs were 
broken (John 19:31) to finish him off, 
was with Christ in paradise within the 
time limit set by the Savior (“to day” 
ended with the Jews at 6 p.m.). This 
nameless malefactor in some ways is 
unique. He had the shortest stay in 
hades of any one we know. Where Abra- 
ham, the friend of God, had been some 
1800 years and Moses some 1500 years, 
the malefactor was a little less than 
“three days and three nights.” And hav- 
ing been saved, not under the law 
through faith in an animal sacrifice, but 
through faith in Christ Himself and 
dying after Christ, he would certainly 
seem to be the first one we know of who 
qualified for and died a member. of the 
church. 

Today, thank God, for our loved ones 
there is no intermediate visit to hades. 
At death they are “with Christ [in 
heaven], which is far better.” Let us 
continually thank God we have been 
born and born again this side of the 
cross. The “rent veil” for us, and the 
“opened heaven” for departed believers, 
are both evidences of a completed and 
finished salvation. The “holiest” is open 
to the believer in life, and the heavens 
“opened” to him at death. END 





THE YONAN CODEX 
(Continued from page 19) 
professors of the Semitics Department, 
to a man, renounced the views of their 
colleague, Dr. Shapely, noting that he 
taught classes in the Division of Art 
(Classical Archeology, Renaissance 
Sculpture and Painting, etc.), hardly 
qualifications to evaluate the Yonan 
Codex. Thus, the sole scholarly support 
goes back to the views of George M 
Lamsa, and ultimately the issue is: 
Lamsa versus all the qualified Semitic 
scholars. It is little wonder that the So- 
ciety of Biblical Literature and Exegesis 
at its annual meeting in New York City 
on Dec. 28-30, 1955, went on record as 
opposing the unscholarly publicity con- 

nected with the Yonan Codex. 

The Aramaic Bible Foundation re- 
plied, “The resolution purporting to 
come from 1,200-odd members is obvi- 
ously the work of a limited number of 
disgruntled persons undertaking to 
thwart the work of the Aramaic Bible 
Foundation. Their true interest is not in 
that of the public as claimed, but in 
the possible threat to their theological 
hierarchy which is bottomed on Greek 
and not Aramaic.” This rebuttal, if 
such it is, smacks more of desperation 
than of a confidence based on facts. The 
resolution represented the vast majority 
of the Society. The “limited number of 
disgruntled persons” referred to are ob- 
viously the scholars who had rejected 
the claims made for the codex. In the 
first place, if the codex measured up to 
those claims why would any scholars be 
disgruntled? In the second place, how 
could a few dictate their prejudices to 
the rest of the scholars, who are inclined 
to be independent and who serve as 
checks on each other? The action of 
the Foundation {s similar to a manu- 
facturer of a defective product accusing 
a nationally known testing group of be- 
ing “disgruntled persons” interested 
only in thwarting the work of the com- 
pany whose product was rejected. 

One can understand how innocent, 
well-meaning people could become en- 
meshed in this clever scheme, but what 
can one say for the ethics of the few 
leaders who repeatedly rejected the 
sober, unbiased judgment of Christian 
scholars? What can one say of the 
moral integrity of men who knowingly 
associate the name of Jesus with the 
Codex, thus giving it a “halo” of sacred- 
ness which would touch the heart, and 
the purse strings, of many devout, zeal- 
ous Christians? You, the reader, will be 
left to make your own conclusions. 
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FIVE STEPS 
(Continued from page 17) 


clearer. Bible commentaries are not ad- 
visable in this devotional Bible reading 
as they are liable to be too detailed. 

You could at this stage underline light- 
ly in pencil words or verses which in- 
terest you in your passage, or even jot 
them down in a notebook. This can 
be a great help to concentration. See 
how many different lessons there are to 
be learned. Look up other verses of 
Scripture if you feel it would be really 
valuable; but keep this to an absolute 
minimum—there is a danger of con- 
stantly resorting to a few favorite verses! 

CHOOSE 

Aim of Step 4: To select from all 
possible messages the one which is God's 
Word to you for the day. 

This is a good point at which to re- 
new your opening prayer (see Step 1). 

Sometimes as you study your passage 
one thing will strike home to you as 
the thing God is clearly trying to say to 
you this morning. But there is no need 
to depend on any such regular exper- 
ience, and you should not be depressed 
if there is no such “inner consciousness.” 
Choose for yourself some one thought 
from the verses as your thought for the 
day. Make it your own choice, not a 
verse selected by a commentator or de- 
votional writer. 

If possible, let it be something a little 
out of the ordinary, or some new aspect 
of an old truth. It may be something 
about the Lord, something about your- 
self, something about the Christian life, 
something about the future. This 
thought may then either be underlined 
in your Bible in red, or else written 
down in your special notebook kept for 
quiet time record. To write the message 
down is most helpful, for it compels you 
to think out in your own words what it 
means. 

APPLY 

Aim of Step 5: To make personal and 
effective the Word from God that you 
have received. 

This is what the old word “medita- 
tion” means. It is an art that has become 
largely lost, but which can easily be re- 
gained. It means simply taking some 
truth and thinking out the implications 
of it. 

Leave time for this fifth step; it can 
easily be crowded out. But it is as im- 
portant as any other part of the quiet 
time and must not be hurried. 

We have said that the aim is to make 
the message personal and effective. It 
is made personal by thinking out how 
it affects your own life and walk with 
the Lord. Consider what difference the 
truth you have chosen ought to make in 
your daily life; whether it reveals any 
failures in the past which ought to be 
confessed; whether it gives any new cause 
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for thanksgiving to God. It may be the 
truth will have an effect on your rela- 
tionship with other people, either inside 
or outside the Church. Perhaps there is 
some way in which you have been dis- 
obeying the Lord which your study has 
brought to light. 

The message is made effective by turn- 
ing it immediately into prayer. Bow 
and lay before the Lord what you have 
applied to yourself, and ask His grace 
to put His Word into practice day by 
day. 

Go out into the day with your chosen 
message stored in your mind. If you 


can, think about it from time to time, 
and endeavor to translate it into practi- 
cal reality. 

In conclusion, we would suggest that, 
this simple five-step plan should be fol- 
lowed through morning by morning, 
before the day begins. Why not arrange 
for all the family to observe the same 
time of quiet, and then tell at breakfast 
what their thoughts for the day were? 
These thoughts can then form the basis 
for family prayers. Such a morning meet- 
ing with the Lord on the part of each 
member of the family is a secure foun- 
dation for a true Christian home. Enp 
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CHRISTIAN RADIO 
(Continued from page 15) 


when the mass audience is not yet lis- 
tening. 

Another aspect of the industry’s view- 
point is the matter of financial integ- 
rity. Few will express themselves pub- 
licly on the subject, but in talking pri- 
vately, they freely admit that the use 
of their facilities by some irresponsible 
“men of the cloth” is of great concern. 


One such manager spoke to a member 
of our staff about a large network broad- 
caster who is being sued in local courts 
for misuse of $1,500,000 raised over the 


people who have responded to his pro- 
grams. Another broadcaster reputedly is 
about to have his U. S. Internal Reve- 
nue Service recognition revoked _ (so 
that donors cannot deduct gifts for in- 
come tax purposes) because he has been 
paying himself an exorbitant salary. 
Some stations, considering their re- 
sponsibility in this matter, carefully in- 
vestigate programs as best they can be- 
fore accepting them. Others, unable to 
get a Better Business Bureau or Dun 
and Bradstreet recommendation as they 
do for secular programs, make no effort; 
they either take whatever can pay its 
way or refuse all. Obviously neither of 
the latter courses is right, but what can 
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the industry do when the religious 
broadcaster makes no provision for self- 
policing? 

Remembering that it is the dual re- 
sponsibility of the station manager to 
put on programs in the public interest 
and hold a large audience by means of 
balanced programing and thus keep the 
station in business, we have little won- 
der that the present “church war,” as 
some radio men call it, is being viewed 
with no sympathy. They dislike the 
prickly job of making decisions in eith- 
er direction, and deeply resent. the pres- 
sures put upon them by adherents to 
either side of the controversy. 

In our estimation, both the Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the 
NCC and the National Religious Broad- 
casters of the NAE were culpable in 
making public statements derogatory of 
the efforts of another group of Chris- 
tians without first trying to understand 
better the differing view. Both groups 
have sought to force the way to their 
goals. Thus far, both have muddied a 
complex problem. 

There is no reason why radio stations 
should not be approached for free time. 
Nor is there anything wrong in respon- 
sible Christian broadcasters buying 
time. Both practices have coexisted 
throughout the history of radio and 
television in our country. 

What both groups most sorely need 
are higher standards of programing. 
A religious program has no inherent 
right to be accepted on any basis just 
because it is a religious program. Limit- 
ed research indicates that few religious 
programs really appeal to listeners or 
viewers to whom they ostensibly are 
beamed. Additional research is needed 
to clear up any questions, and the pub- 
lic should be given the results for its 
own guidance. Without question, the 
Christian public makes possible all re- 
ligious broadcasts, whether the funds go 
through denominational channels or di- 
rect to an independent broadcaster. 

The need, therefore, is for more light 
for the Christian who gives to make all 
broadcasting possible. For instance, it is 
common knowledge that far greater 
evangelistic results are obtained through 
television than radio. Yet we are not us- 
ing this medium of communication to 
any great extent. Why? Because it is al- 
so well known that TV viewers do not 
support the programs; very few dona- 
tions are received as a result of a re- 
ligious telecast. By the same logic, we 
should cease to send our missionaries 
because we do not get dollar results 
from their work in other lands! We 
need to re-evaluate our objectives and 
to be sure our programing is in line, 
because the man at home by his radio 
can turn off a program far more easily 
than he can walk out of church during 
the service—and all the research indi- 
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cates that he uses this privilege more 
than most broadcasters realize. 

Broadcasters who fight for the free- 
dom to purchase time may well improve 
their programs and also do some pio- 
neer work in the matter of self-policing. 
One means would be to publish audited 
statements of all monies received and 
disbursed. These statements, together 
with a clear indication that the funds 
were spent for the purposes for which 
they were raised, should be given to the 
broadcasting industry and thus remove 
doubts about the integrity of those who 
proclaim the name of Christ on the air- 
waves of our nation. Religious broad- 
casters must remember that freedom 
must always carry with it safeguards 
against license. These checks on un- 
bridled freedom do not exist in ade- 
quate measure as yet. 

The BFC and the forces of coopera- 
tive Protestantism should avoid using 
pressure to achieve their goals. They 
are to be commended for their present 
efforts to determine the type of pro- 
graming that will best gain audience 
for the gospel. They should appreciate 
the ministry of the independent broad- 
casters and the obvious strength of that 
segment of the Christian church which 
makes possible independent broadcasts. 
If deep-seated prejudices can be buried 
on both sides, and Christian love mani- 
fested, the apparent fixed gulf may be 
spanned more easily and with less em- 
barrassment than some may think. 

True believers should seek special 
wisdom from God with regard to the 
stewardship of their gifts for broadcast- 
ing and telecasting. If the program 
they are asked’ to support achieves its 
stated purpose, and if they believe in 
this purpose, they should give to the 
ministry. Otherwise, despite emotional 
appeals, they should put their gifts to 
better use, serving the Lord wisely. 

Christian broadcasters must look to 
God and not to men, worldly strategy, 
or the government for the solution of 
their problems. Loud clamor, anger, 
and the pressure of bigness give evi- 
dence that too many bearing the name 
of Christ are filled with fear and frus- 
tration. Such traits should not charac- 
terize those who seek to bring the mes- 
sage of faith and love to others by 
means of the modern media of com- 
munication. 

Ultimately, Christian broadcasting is 
not imperiled except by the sins of 
pride and self-seeking that too easily be- 
set the whole Christian church. ENpD 
1An extensive study made in New Haven, Conn. 
(the results of which have been published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York: The Television- 
Radio Audience and Religion) indicates that one 
of the popular evangelistic prog is “b d 
at lower middleclass Protestants of limited edu- 
cation . . . to whom conventional revival lan- 
guage and style are familiar. (The speaker) ad- 
dresses his audience as my Og of them are 
sinners who should accept . Yet implicit in 


the presentation is the assumption that the audi- 
ence is saved.” 
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AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES 
(Continued from page 7) 


throughout the centuries. Now from the 
strict historical standpoint it is import- 
ant to remember that the authority of 
the Scriptures was more or less accepted 
universally by the whole Church until 
the eighteenth century. I know that 
there was a great argument at the time 
of the Reformation with respect to the 
question of the relationship between 
the authority of the Church and the 
authority of the Scriptures, but some 
misrepresent that debate by supposing 
that the Church of Rome denied the 
authority of the Scriptures. She did not. 
She asserted, as she still asserts, the 
authority of the Scriptures, but she 
goes further, of course, and says that 
you must have the authoritative inter- 
pretation of the Church. The Roman 
Church puts the Church side by side 
with the Scriptures. She says that she 
has received revelation in addition to 
that recorded in the Scriptures. But she 
asserts the authority of the Scriptures 
and has always done so. 

This authority was more or less uni- 
versally accepted, I say, until you come 
to about the middle of the eighteenth 
century when the movement which goes 
under the name of Higher Criticism be- 
gan. It began in terms of certain other 
presuppositions, naturalistic presuppo- 
sitions, man’s knowledge, science, reason 
and understanding, etc. There the at- 
tack on the authority of the Scripture 
began. Now we have no time to go into 
the history of all that took place and 
how the movement proceeded during 
the last century. In order to make our 
consideration more practical and rele- 
vant we must try to concentrate our 
attention on the present position. 

The claim today is that the situation 
is now different. It is generally agreed 
that the old liberalism, the old modern- 
ism, the old rationalism—call it what 
you will—is more or less rejected. We 
hear very little about that now. But it 
is interesting to observe the way in 
which even that is put! We are told 
that while we must not spend our time 
in debating and arguing as men tended 
to do forty and fifty years ago we must 





nevertheless take the work of “criticism” 
for granted. We are in what they call 
the -post-critical situation. We are. told 
that really nothing matters except that — 
we should be clear about’ the ‘message 
and teaching of the Bible. So we have | 
the familiar phrase that the Bible_is not 
the Word of God, but that it contains 
the Word of God. The Bible, we are 
told, is. partly the Word of God and 
partly the word of man. In part it has 
this great authority, and in part it has 
not. 


... We are also told that we must: accept 


and believe in the teaching and the 
message, but that we-can. ride very 
loosely to the facts. I came across an 
instance of this the other day in a Ca- 
nadian newspaper. In an article dealing 
with a story from the Book of Daniel, 
the writer said, “We do not think it 
matters a great deal whether this story 
is literally true, or a splendid parable 
for all generations of men.” That is 
typical of this attitude. The facts really 
do not matter very much. What counts 
is the spiritual message, the teaching. 
So we are confronted by this modern 
position which comes to us in that way. 


‘It does not argue about sections and 


portions of verses any longer, and it is 
not exclusively interested in its critical 
apparatus, etc. It takes all that for 
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granted and says: “Here we are con- 
fronted by a Book in which there is 
that which is of great value, but also 
that which is positive error and utterly 
useless and valueless.” 

Now it is claimed that this is an es- 
sentially new position. But surely if 
you stop to analyze it and consider it, 
you must come to the conclusion that 
essentially it is still the same old posi- 
tion. For the question that arises is 
this: Who decides what is true? Who 
decides what is of value? How can you 
discriminate and differentiate between 
the great facts that are true and those 
that are false? How can you differenti- 
ate between and separate facts from 
teaching? How can you separate this es- 
sential message of the Bible from the 
background in which it is presented? 
Not only that, there is no such division 
or distinction recognized and drawn in 
the Scripture itself. The whole Bible 
comes to us and offers itself to us in ex- 
actly the same way. There is no hint, no 
suspicion of a suggestion that parts of 
it are important and parts are not. They 
all come to us in the same form. 

In other words, the modern position 
amounts to this, that it is really man’s 
reason that decides. You and I come to 
the Bible and we have to make our 
decisions on the basis of certain stand- 
ards which are obviously in our minds. 
We decide that one portion conforms to 
the message which we believe, and that 
another does not. We are left still with 
the position, in spite of all the talk 
about a new situation today, that man’s 
knowledge and man’s understanding are 
the final arbiter and the final court of 
appeal. That was precisely the position 
of the old Liberalism. 

However some put the case a bit dif- 
ferently. They say that that is the Word 
of God which speaks to you. When 
something in the Bible speaks to you it 
is the Word of God, and when it does 
not, it is not the Word of God. That 
of course is just to put yourselves into 
a thoroughly subjective position. But 
still it leaves man in control, and man 
is still the authority who decides what 
is truly the Word of God and what is 
not. 

Another form .which it sometimes 
takes is to say that those of us who are 
conservative evangelicals are “bibliola- 
tors,” that we put the Scriptures in the 
place of the Lord. Their own author- 
ity, these critics tells us, is not the 
Scriptures, but is the Lord Himself. 


“| Now this sounds very impressive and 


very imposing at first and as if they 
were but stating what we have already 
said. It sounds as if it were a highly 
spiritual position until, again, you be- 
gin to examine it. 

The obvious questions to put to those 
who take this position are these: “How 


do you know the Lord? What do you 
know about the Lord, apart from the 
Scriptures? Where do find Him? How 
do you know that what you seem to 
have experienced concerning Him is 
not a figment of your imagination, not 
the product of some abnormal psycho- 
logical state, not the work perchance of 
some occult power or evil spirit?” It 
sounds impressive and imposing to say: 
“I go directly to the Lord Himself.” 
But we must face this vital question as 
to the basis of our knowledge of the 
Lord, and our certainty with respect 
even to His authority. 

In view then of the fact that that is 
the position with which we are con- 
fronted todzy, how do we approach this 
question of the authority of the Scrip- 
tures? I can do no more, in the space 
at my disposal, than just sketch the out- 
lines of an approach. We can divide the 
subject in this manner. 


First of all I think that there are cer- 
tain general principles which we must 
always keep in the forefront of our 
minds as we approach this subject. The 
first is this: It is of vital importance 
that we should always approach our 
consideration of this problem as a 
whole and not immediately start with 
details. I mean something like this. So 
many, it seems to me, are in trouble be- 
cause they take up this or that particu- 
lar difficulty, this or some other detailed 
point. As a result, because they start 
with details, they become so immersed 
and lost that they miss the whole. Now 
there are parts to a whole, but the 
whole is not merely the summation of 
the parts. 


There is nothing more important, if 
we are concerned about the authority 
of the Scriptures, than to start with the 
whole Bible first, and to consider the 
details in the light of the whole, and 
not the whole in the light of the de- 
tails. Let me use a simple illustration. 
In many realms of life this principle 
holds true. Take for instance the way 
in which the British Empire came into 
possession of Canada. Canada was con- 
quered from the French in one battle, 
the Battle of Quebec in 1759. Although 
Canada became the possession of Great 
Britain in 1759 as the result of that one 
battle it took many long years and 
many local skirmishes for Great Britain 
really to possess the land. That is what 
I mean by this distinction between pos- 
sessing the whole and then proceeding 
to possess the parts. In this matter of 
approaching the Scriptures we must 
adopt this same procedure. There are 
points, there are particular matters 
which do constitute real difficulties and 

to us. But are we to reject the 
whole because of a particular difficulty? 
Is a scientific theory to be rejected be- 
cause at a given stage it fails to explain 
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certain comparatively unimportant de- 
tails? Am I to disbelieve in the sun be- 
cause there are specks and spots upon 
it? No, that is very false reasoning. That 
is to introduce confusion. The Bible is 
a whole and its authority is complete. 
But having accepted it all, I still have 
certain residual difficulties, problems 
and questions. But it is surely nothing 
less than tragic that a man should start 
with just one little detail and because 
he is unhappy about that should say, 
“I cannot recognize the authority of the 
Scriptures at all.” I shall give further 
reasons later for stating that that atti- 
tude is a false one. 

Our second principle is a realization 
that ultimately this question of the au- 
thority of the Scriptures is a matter of 
faith and not of argument. There are 
many arguments. I shall later be adduc- 
ing some myself. And, of course, many 
of these arguments have great value. 
There are scientific arguments, historical 
arguments, archeological arguments and 
rational arguments which have been 
adduced in order to establish the au- 
thority of the Scripture. But the point 
I am making is that when you have ad- 
duced them all, you may convince a 
man intellectually of what you are say- 
ing, but still he may not of necessity be- 
lieve in and accept the authority of the 
Scriptures. As you may have an intel- 
lectual conception of and give an in- 
tellectual assent to the truth about 
Christ without really receiving Him and 
being a Christian, you can do exactly 
the same with the Scriptures. 

I emphasize this because I have often 
had a fear that we as conservative evan- 
gelicals have tended to fall into this 
trap and have indulged in a kind of 
rationalism which is not really our po- 
sition. We say therefore that there is a 
real value in these arguments, but 
finally, as the Protestant fathers them- 
selves taught, no man can truly believe 
in and submit himself to the authority 
of the Scriptures except as the result of 
the “testimonium Spiritus internum.” It 
is only as the result of the work and 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit 
within us that we can finally have this 
assurance about the authority of the 
Scriptures. This is just to say in other 
words what the apostle Paul states so 
clearly in I Corinthians 2:14: “The nat- 
ural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” 

There is no question about this. We 
can put it bluntly in this form. A man 
who is not a Christian cannot believe 
in the authority of the Scriptures. We 
should not expect him to do so, and I 
suggest that we are wasting time if we 
argue with him about it. It is futile for 
us to confront the modern rationalist or 
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unbeliever and say, “First of all we must 
have an agreement about the Bible. Do 
you believe the Word of God? Do you 
accept its authority or not? If you 
don’t, I can have no parley with you.” 
I suggest that that is entirely false. It 
puts the cart before the horse. If he is 
not a Christian, he cannot possibly be- 
lieve the Scriptures.. It is only the 
Christian who does so. 

But I emphasize this for a second rea- 
son. If we approach it along the line of 
argument, primarily, there is the grav- 
est danger that we may well compromise 
our own position. I believe that some of 
our grandfathers did that in the last 
century. They were terrified by the 
“modern knowledge” that had come in 
with the advance of science in the form 
of biology and geology, etc. Many of 
them therefore took great pains to rec- 
oncile the Bible with this “new learn- 
ing.” There was a tacit assumption that 
the “new learning” was of necessity 
right. I detect, I fear, a tendency among 
certain conservative evangelicals to do 
this same thing today. There is a fear of 
what is called “science.” This has be- 
come the supreme authority; and in a 
spirit of fear men are ready to make 
concessions which in my opinion should 
never be made at all. 

I am warning against this tendency 
for this reason, that if you study the 


history of science you will have much 
less respect for its supreme authority 
than you had when you began. It is 
nothing but a simple fact of history to 
say that a hundred years ago and less | 
scientists were teaching dogmatically 
and with extreme confidence that the 
thyroid gland, the pituitary gland and 
other glands were nothing but vestigial 
remains. They said that they had no 
value and no function whatsoever. Now 
this is not theory. This is fact. They as- 
serted dogmatically that these were use- 
less remains. But today we know that 
these glands are essential to life. 

Without arguing in detail about sci- 
entific matters, { say that it is not only 
lacking in faith and unscriptural, but it 
is ignorant to accord to “science” and 
“knowledge” and “learning” an author- 
ity which they really do not possess. Let 
us be scientifically skeptical with regard 
to the assertions of “science.” Let us re- 
member that so many of their assertions 
are mere suppositions and _ theories 
which cannot be proved and which have 
not been proved, and which may very 
well be disproved as so many have been 
disproved during the past hundred 
years. 

I repeat therefore that we must real- 
ize that fundamentally this is not a mat- 
ter of argument; it is a matter of faith, 
and the value of the arguments comes 
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in confirmation of faith and in a certain 
apologetic sense. 

That brings us to my third principle: 
The authority of the Scriptures is not a 
matter to be defended but to be assert- 
ed. I address this remark particularly to 
conservative evangelicals. I am remind- 
ed of what the great Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon once said in this connection: 
“There is no need for you to defend a 
lion when he’s being attacked. All you 
need do is to open the gate and let him 
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out.” We.neéd to remind ourselves fre- 
quently that it is the preaching and ex- 
position of the Bible and its teaching 
that really establish its truth and its 
authority. 

I believe that this is more true today, 
perhaps, than it has ever been before— 
certainly more true today than it has 
been for the last two centuries. What I 
mean is this. There is nothing that real- 
ly explains the whole world situation as 
it is today, except the Bible. Take even 
the question of the origin of the world, 
and the very nature and character of 
the world itself. We know that there 
have been certain scientists in this pres- 
ent century who have been honest 
enough to tell us that as the result of 
their own actual scientific work and in- 
vestigation they have been forced to 
come to the conclusion that there must 
be a great mind, a great architect be- 
hind the universe. Now that is a tre- 
mendous admission! The Bible has al- 
ways asserted this, but at long last some 
of these men are coming to admit it. 

But when you come to consider the 
state and condition of the world this 
particular point is still more evident. 
When you look at the average individ- 
ual man as he is today, in spite of all 
the advance of learning and culture and 
knowledge, when you look at the ordi- 
nary man as he is depicted in the news- 
paper reports, or when you look indeed 
at the state of the whole world, what 
are you to say? When you are confront- 
ed by the fact of two major world wars 
in this present century, if you are a 
thinking person you must try to arrive 
at some explanation. Now I assert that 
the only adequate explanation is that 
which is given in the Bible: the biblical 
doctrine of sin. Nothing else really gives 
an adequate explanation. In other 
words, the only adequate view of the 
world as it is today is to be found in 
the biblical view of man, the biblical 
view of the fall, and of sin. It is only 
in the light of this teaching that you 
can understand the whole course and 
process of history. 

Now it is of great interest and of real 
significance to observe that the critics 
themselves are now saying this. They 
used to deny all this. They used to deny 
the biblical doctrine of man and the 
biblical doctrine of the fall and of sin. 
They hated the whole notion of sin. 
Man was developing and evolving and 
improving. He was getting better and 
better. But now they have been forced 
to admit the truth of the biblical teach- 
ing and they are coming back to it. 

But why are they coming back? This 
is the important and crucial point for 
us. They have come back to a belief in 
those doctrines because of two world 
wars, not because of the teaching of the 
Scriptures. As an example of this take 
the late Dr. C. E. M. Joad who said that 
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he had been convinced of the fact of 
evil by the war, by the actions of Hitler 
and the things that happened before the 
war and during the war. He said that he 
was convinced of the fact of evil and of 
sin in that way, and that that in turn 
drove him back to.a belief in God. But 
you notice the way in which he came to 
that. He believed not because the Scrip- 
ture teaches it, but because the very 
facts of life teach it. But he, and all 
who are in that position, still refused, 
and refuse, to bow to the authority of 
Scripture which has always taught this 
about life and about men and about the 
world. 

You see therefore the importance of 
holding on to the authority of Scripture 
and believing these doctrines because 
Scripture teaches them, rather than to 
change your position constantly as the 
world and the superficial condition of 
man seem to change. So this modern 
tendency on the part of many to say 
that they believe the biblical doctrines, 
but that they reject the setting and the 
background and the historical associa- 
tions does not indicate a real return to 
the Bible or a radical theological change. 

Or consider it this way. We are con- 
stantly being told by such thinkers that 
they cannot go back to the pre-critical 
position because the higher criticism of 
the Bible has given us such marvelous 
new insights into the teaching of the 


Scriptures. But let us ask them, “What 
are these new insights?” And the an- 
swer you will discover is this: the new 
insights which they have discovered are 
nothing but the old message which con- 
servative evangelicals have always been 
preaching. So we find ourselves in this 
position, that the supposed new insights 
which the great apparatus of criticism 
has brought to light simply bring us 
back, as regards doctrines, to the point 
from which the original mistaken de- 
parture was taken. 

I say then that we are not to defend. 
We are to assert. And it is for us as 
evangelical Christians today to confront 
the world with this challenge, to tell 
them, and to prove to them, that they 
are simply coming back to the things 
which “once and for all were delivered 
to the saints,” and which have been be- 
lieved and preached by evangelicals 
throughout the centuries. 

Now we come to my fourth principle, 
exactly what we claim to teach with re- 
spect to the authority of the Scriptures. 
It is this: the entire Bible is the Word 
of God. And when we speak of the au- 
thority of Scriptures we mean “that 
property by which it demands faith and 
obedience to all its declarations.” 

I must try to justify that particular 
assertion. Why must we contend for the 
whole of the Bible, the entirety of 
Scripture, and not merely certain parts 
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and portions? My first reason is one 
which I have already mentioned, name- 
ly, that there is no such division and 
distinction drawn and recognized in the 
Bible itself. The Bible .comes to us as, 
a whole. ' ae 

Second, revelation in the Scripture is 
often in terms of history and through 
history. You cannot separate these 
things. God has made direct statements. 
He has also revealed Himself through 
actions, through men and in other ways. 
The history of other nations encounter- 
ed by Israel is also a part of it. How 
can you decide what is relevant and 
what is irrelevant? 

Third, and still more important, cer- 
tain vital biblical doctrines, certain doc- 
trines which are absolutely vital to the 
whole question of salvation are depend- 
ent upon historical facts. Let me take 
as an example a very crucial one which 
raises the whole question of Scripture 
and modern science in an acute form. 
Take the argument of the apostle Paul 
in Romans 5:12-21. There you have an 
argument with respect to man’s salva- 
tion which is crucial. There the apostle 
Paul unfolds the marvelous and glorious 
doctrine of our union with Christ. But 
you notice that he develops it in terms 
of our former union with Adam. “As in 
Adam ... so in Christ.” You cannot 
possibly believe the New ‘Testament 
doctrine of the atonement and redemp- 
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tion in Christ unless you accept its 
teaching with regard to the fall, and 
with regard to sin. 

It is all very well to say that you can 
believe these positive doctrines in the 
New Testament, but that you cannot 
possibly accept the first chapters of 
the doctrine of the fall. But certain 
Genesis, and that you do not believe in 
fundamental questions arise. “Why does 
man need salvation? How did man ever 
get into the condition in which he is? 
Has man fallen away from God, or is 
he slowly rising in the direction of God? 
Has Christ come to deliver us from the 
consequences of the fall, or has He come 
just to give a stimulus to our advance 
and evolution? Which is it? What is the 
nature of Christ’s work for us upon the 
cross? What is the essential nature of 
the atonement?” My assertion is that 
according to the biblical teaching, you 
cannot divorce the doctrine of the 
atonement from the doctrine of the fall 
and the doctrine of sin. And that puts 
you directly face to face with the ques- 
tion of history. 

Man was either created, as Genesis 
tells us, perfect and then fell, or else 
man has been slowly evolving and de- 
veloping from the animal and has never 
been perfect at all. It is either one or 
the other. And as regards the teaching 
of the New Testament with respect to 
this matter there is not the slightest 
question at all. 

So you see the danger of beginning to 
separate and to say that in rejecting the 
first chapters of Genesis you are merely 
rejecting what your “scientific” knowl- 
edge makes impossible. But you are not 
merely doing that. You are rejecting an 
essential part of the doctrine of the 
atonement. The same argument is work- 
ed out: by the apostle also in I Corin- 
thians 15. It is the essential presupposi- 
tion in the New Testament case for 
reconciliation. 

Of course I could make the argument 
yet stronger by pointing out that the 
teaching of our Lord Himself is in- 
volved in exactly the same way. He be- 
lieved in the teaching concerning man 
at the beginning. He believed in the 
sacrificial teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment. He believed that all these were 
but types and shadows pointing up to 
Him. He says, “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law and the proph- 
ets. I am come not to destroy but to 
fulfill.” He says that all these things are 
pointing to Him. How therefore can 
you reject these facts of history? How 
can you say that He was merely a child 
of his age who thought in the thought 
forms of His particular time, and ac- 
cepted as facts things which were not 
scientifically true, as we now know? 
How can you say all that and still be- 
lieve in the authority of the Lord? At 


once you are involved in tremendous 
contradictions. 

Fourth, the fact that the totality of 
the Scriptures was accepted by the in- 
spired apostles should carry great 
weight with us also. 

Fifth and most important of all, as I 
have just been saying, they were ac- 
cepted by the Lord Himself. Let me 
give you just one illustration: “And he 
answered and said unto them, Have ye 
not read, that he which made them at 
the beginning made them male and fe- 
male” (Matthew 19:4). Do you accept 
that? Then, again, in John 5:44 you 
find exactly the same thing. Our Lord in 
the endless quotations which He makes 
from the Old Testament clearly speaks 
as Ont who accepts all these Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. This has been demon- 
strated in several books written on this 
particular question. Therefore we must 
be very careful. 

Let me add one quotation which 
seems to me to be more than enough 
with respect to this matter, Luke 24:44. 
Our Lord is speaking to His disciples 
after the resurrection and He says: 
“These are the words which I spake un- 
to you, while I was yet with you, that 
all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me.” There is the whole of the Old 
Testament. He believes it all. Jesus 
Christ accepts it all. He says that it all 
points forward to Him. So if we in- 
dulge in this artificial distinction which 
is being proposed to us we find ourselves 
immediately clashing with the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As a practical footnote and as a mat- 
ter of immediate relevance to our pres- 
ent position I would point out the 
danger of basing our position or argu- 
ments upon supposed knowledge. Those 
who read theological literature must 
have noticed with great interest during 
the past ten to fifteen years that we now 
very rarely come across the phrase “as- 
sured results.” It was the great phrase 
a few years ago. “The assured results of 
criticism.” “The assured results of mod- 
ern knowledge.” I cannot remember 
when I last saw those two expressions. 
They have dropped out. And it is not 
surprising. We used to be told dog- 
matically, without any qualification 
whatsoever, that these things were cer- 
tain. But by today in the matter of 
strictly biblical facts they have had to 
withdraw one after another of their “as- 
sured results.” The work of archeology, 
the work of modern research along this 
line, and the discoveries it has made, 
have established clearly that certain 
facts stated in the Bible which were 
formerly denied by the critics are solid 
facts. 

Let me content myself with one illus- 
tration. You remember how they used to 
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assert quite dogmatically that there had 
never been such a person as Belshazzar. 
They were quite sure. But by today it 
is equally certain that the biblical ac- 
count is true. 

Now that is a question of science and 
of fact. So we are increasingly discover- 
ing that what had been asserted so 
bluntly and dogmatically was simply 
not correct. There is nothing more pre- 
carious than to base your view of the 
Scripture and its statements in any 
realm upon what seems to be establish- 
ed by modern knowledge or by modern 
science. There we have come to the end 
of what I have described as certain gen- 
eral principles. Let us now move on to 
consider some detailed arguments. 

When I say detailed I do not suggest 
that I am now going into minutiae. I 
am simply moving from the realm of the 
general to the realm of the particular. 

It was the custom of the Protestant 
fathers and the great dogmaticians of 
the seventeenth century who followed 
the Protestant fathers to adduce a great 
array of powerful and convincing argu- 
ments from the Scripture itself to estab- 
lish the authority of Scripture. Let me 
note some of them. They are of great 
interest, and they are indeed of import- 
ance—not in a primary position but in 
the secondary position of strengthening 
faith and also of their apologetic value. 

They said that a sufficient argument 
in and of itself for the authority of the 
Scripture is to be found in this: “The 
majesty of God who speaks of Himself 
in the Scripture.” They said that man is 
incapable of producing anything like 
that. You cannot read the Scripture 
without being confronted by the majesty 
of the God who discloses and reveals 
Himself. Second, they emphasized “the 
truthfulness of Scripture, its honesty, its 
veracity, the way in which its facts are 
so constantly confirmed within itself 
and by secular history.” Then they 
brought forth as a third argument “the 
sublimity of the mysteries revealed in 
Scripture.” You cannot read the Scrip- 
ture without being impressed by what 
Thomas Carlyle once referred to as its 
“infinities and immensities.” You are 
conscious of the fact that you are face 
to face with final and eternal mysteries. 
You have to confess that face to face 
with this the philosophies of men, and 
even the highest insights of the most 
inspired poets in the natural sense all 
pale into insignificance. The transcend- 
ent glory of the mysteries. 

Fourth, “The perfection of the teach- 
ings and the precepts”—especially when 
you put these things into their historical 
background and setting. Here are teach- 
ings which stand out like great Hima- 
layas in the midst of a degenerate mor- 
ality, perfect moral-ethical teaching and 
precepts. 

Then fifth, “The manner of speech 


April 1957 














wel OF F AMERICA’S MOST FAMOUS WELCOME SIGNS 





saaidiiiaiiadiaticiade atte 
—for its magnificent grandeur of lakes and hills—the wide choice 

of recreational focilities—the invigorating spiritual ministry 

with some of God’s choicest servents—and the rich 

fellowship with people from across the continent. 


Modern accommodation and bountiful meals 
Rates to suit every budget 


WRITE 
for our 
new Picture 
Brochure: 
14 Park Road 


Toronto 5, Canada 


Department H 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: Prof. W. H. Wrighton, Dr. T. Leonard Lewis, Dr. C. Nelson, Hon. E. C. 
Manning, Mr. R. G. LeTourneau, Dr. Chas. Stern, (S. Africa), Bau J. a 
Blair, Dr. Theo. re? Dr. L. E. Maxwell, Dr. H. Su Dr. J. 
Thomson (Edin.), Lt. C. Vanderbreggen YOUNG LIFE WEE gm 24- sb 





Christ in Glory 


by ALEXANDER FRASER 


This writer holds the post-tribulation position of our 
Lord’s return as opposed to the “any moment rapture” 
theory. The post-tribulation position was held by such 
prominent expositors and exegetes as 


Dean Henry Axrorp of England 
Dr. G. CAMPBELL Morcan, noted expositor 
Dr. R. V. BincHaM of Toronto, late editor of 
“The Evangelical Christian”. 
Dr. Henry W. Frost, of the China Inland Mission 
Dr. S. P. TREGELLES 
Dr. W. J. ErpMan, formerly of Moody Bible Institute 
Rev. THomas Houcuton, of England 
Dr. SAMUEL H. KELLOGG, missionary and author of 
“Leviticus” in Expositor’s Bible 


B. W. Newton, of England 


& 
This book is FREE upon application to 


THE EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 


617 MARKET STREET - SCOTTDALE, PA. 








in the Bible, profound, simple, clear 
and brief.” Have we not all often been 
amazed at this? At best, all of us are 
verbose; some of us more than others! 
The astounding thing about the Scrip- 
tures is how they present a scene, a pic- 
ture, or convey a great doctrine in such 
a small compass. And it is all there. 
This is not human. 

Sixth, “The power of Scripture to 
move the hearts of sinful men.” Now 
there is a great record with respect to 
this. How often has this Word, coming 
into the hands of men (sometimes men 
without any instruction or learning at 
all), acted powerfully and changed their 
lives and brought them to a knowledge 
of God in Christ! It has tremendous 
power. It is “the power of God unto 
salvation.” 

Seventh, “Its capacity to maintain its 
truthfulness in the face of time and of 
opposition.” Here is a Book which has 
been attacked as no other book has been 
attacked, and yet it goes on. It main- 
tains its truthfulness. This I remind you 
again is something we ought to be as- 
serting today. I do not wish to claim too 
much for archeological discovery, but 
all must admit that the main result up 
to the present is to confirm the Scrip- 
tures more and more. The Bible stands 
in the face of time and every conceiv- 
able opposition. 

Last, “The remarkable harmony be- 
tween the Old and the New Testaments, 
and the perfect and final agreement be- 
tween all its books.” In the Bible there 
are 66 books written over 1600 years by 
more than 40 writers, and yet, virtually, 
they are all saying the same thing. As 
Augustine put it, “The New Testament 
is latent in the Old, and the Old Testa- 
ment is patent in the New.” There is a 
perfect blending between the message 
of the Old and the New. The same mes- 
sage is to be found running right 
through. The unity of the Scripture is 
surely sufficient in and of itself, even if 
we had no other reason, for affording 
to Scripture supreme and final author- 
ity. It is something which simply can- 
not be explained away except in these 
terms, that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God from beginning to end, all in- 
clusive and in their entirety. 

But more. We can go beyond those 
general arguments of which the fathers 
were so fond. And indeed this next ar- 
gument is the most important argument 
of all. We should believe in the author- 
ity of the Scriptures because the Scrip- 
tures themselves claim that authority. 
They assert that authority. They come 
to us as the Word of God. 

Now if for a moment we look at the 
Old Testament and the New Testament 
separately this assertion is particularly 
true in the case of the Old Testament. 
You cannot read the Old Testament 
without feeling that everywhere there is 
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the assumption that this is the Word of 
God. The phrases, “the Lord said,” 
“the Lord spake,” “The Word of the 
Lord came,” are actually used 3,808 
times in the Old Testament. These men 
make it clear to us that it is not their 
idea. They are not writing as the result 
of their insights, meditations, cogita- 
tions. No! “The Word of the Lord 
came,” “The burden of the Lord,” 
“God revealed,” “The Lord said,” etc. 
That is their constant assertion every- 
where. It is the whole background. It is 
an essential part of their message. 

And not only does the Book itself as- 
sert that, the Jews always accepted it in 
that way and took it to be that. Indeed, 
they took it for granted that their Scrip- 
tures were the Word of God. Let the 
Apostle Paul speak for them in Romans 
3:3. Having shown that the Jews were 
equally guilty before God with the Gen- 
tiles, he puts one of his great rhetorical 
questions: “What advantage then hath 
the Jew? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision?” He answers, “Much every 
way: chiefly, because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God.” 
There it is. Every Jew accepted that. 
He differentiated between this litera- 
ture and all others. It was taken for 
granted that these books were the or- 
acles of the Living God. 

And as I was reminding you, our 
Lord Himself fully accepted that posi- 
tion. How often does He say, “It is 
written.” And He directs men to that as 
the final authority. He meets the attack 
of Satan by quoting Scripture. There 
again He shows its value to Him. And, 
as I have indicated, in almost endless 
quotations which He makes, He is con- 
stantly making and repeating this par- 
ticular point. Listen to some of them. 
Mark 12:26, 27: “And as touching the 
dead, that they rise; have ye not read 
in the book of Moses, how in the bush 
God spake unto him, saying,” (He be- 
lieves that incident you see, as a fact. 
Moses wasn’t just beginning to “see 
things” or to imagine or put it in a 
pictorial manner. He accepts the his- 
tory)—“I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob? He is not the God of the dead, 
but the God of the living: ye therefore 
do greatly err.” In Matthew’s account of 
the same incident there is the addition: 
“Not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God.” He takes all this as au- 
thoritative and as final. 

But there is a particularly interesting 
statement in John 10:34, 35: “Jesus an- 
swered them, Is it not written in your 
law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called 
them gods, unto whom the word of God 
came, and the Scripture cannot be 
broken . . .” He then proceeds with 
His argument. But there is the crucial 
phrase, “the Scripture cannot be brok- 
en.” It would be a very simple matter 


to go on at very great length in giving 
you further quotations from our Lord 
Himself. He stands before men. He says, 
in effect, “Check me and what I am 
saying. Check me by the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. Go through them, 
search them. Pick them all out.” And 
then He uses them, illustrates His teach- 
ing and shows the truth concerning 
Himself by means of them. The whole 
of His teaching is on the background 
and the context of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Here, then, is this tremend- 
ous assertion of the authority of the Old 
Testament. 

All the New Testament books do the 
same. Quotations are found in all the 
books of the New Testament from the 
Old used in order to establish their 
points. 

But we must draw attention particu- 
larly to the most central and crucial 
statements. The first is the well-known 
statement in II Timothy 3:16: “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” Now here is a specific 
explicit statement in the New Testa- 
ment with regard to the character of the 
Old Testament Scriptures. We need not 
stay with this except to draw attention 
to one thing. You remember how the 
English Revised Version went astray 
with regard to this in the interest of its 
own presuppositions. It put it like this: 
“Every Scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable.” Whatever we may think of 
the Revised Standard Version, it has at 
any rate put that right. It has gone back 
to the correct translation. It is not 
“every Scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable.” There are no such tautolo- 
gies in Scripture. 

There is also that categorical state- 
ment: “All Scripture is in-breathed by 
God.” He breathed into the men who 
wrote; hence the Scripture, hence its 
authority. 

In II Peter 1:20, 21 we have a similar 
statement. Peter, referring to the proph- 
ets as I reminded you just now, says: 
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation. For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” What does he 
mean? There has been much misunder- 
standing concerning the phrase that “no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of private 
interpretation.” Many think that the 
phrase “of any private interpretation” 
means that no individual can interpret 
prophecy in Scripture properly on his 
own. But Peter is not saying that for a 
moment. What Peter is saying is this: 
“Do not only believe me and my testi- 
mony; go back and read the prophecies 
in the Old Testament. See them ful- 
lled and verified in Christ. You see, 
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prophecy was not something spun out 
of the minds and intellects of the proph- 
ets. These men were not seers in the 
ordinary sense who were trying to anti- 
cipate the future and to see what was 
coming.” He says: “Prophecy is not of 
any private interpretation. It is not 
man’s interpretation of history and of 
facts and of events. It is not something 
excogitated or produced by man. What 
is it then? Well, prophecy came not by 
the will of man at all. It was not initi- 
ated by men. It was, rather, that holy 
men of God spake as they were moved, 
borne along, carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. It all came from God. That is 
why your faith is based on such a firm 
foundation. That is the substance of 
your authority.” How important it is 
that we should realize this. 

Thus there are statements in the New 
Testament which are made with regard 
to those Old Testament Scriptures. 
There is also another which is of real 
significance in I Peter 1:10-12: “Of 
which salvation the prophets have in- 
quired and searched diligently who 
prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you: Searching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not 
unto themselves, but unto us’ they did 
minister the things, which are now re- 
ported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to look 
into.” Peter is saying in effect that the 
prophets really did not understand fully 
what they were writing. It was given to 
them, and they wrote. They were search- 
ing, they were trying but they could not 
fully understand. They saw it afar off. 
They were led, they were controlled and 
guided. They were accurate, they were 
infallible. But it was not their under- 
standing. It was the guidance and the 
movement of the Spirit. 

Indeed there are many other argu- 
ments which we could use. Constantly 


in the New Testament the writings of | 


the Old Testament are referred to speci- 
fically not in terms of the men who 
wrote, but of the Holy Spirit who gave 
them the message and enabled them to 
write. As an example take Acts 28:25: 
“And when they agreed not among 
themselves, they departed, after that 
Paul had spoken one word: Well spake 
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet 
unto our fathers.” There it is. Indeed 
one of the most interesting and fascinat- 
ing things about the New Testament is 
the way in which the writers sometimes 
take an Old Testament statement or 
phrase and give it a new meaning. Take 
for instance Romans 1:17 where Paul 
quoting from Habbakuk says, “The just 
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shall live by faith.” There is a sense in 
which he is not using it in the exact way 
in which Habbakuk used it. And yet it 
is true. Is there a contradiction? Not at 
all. Both are true. It is the same Holy 
Spirit who spoke through Habbakuk 
who is speaking through Paul. There is 
one application at one time, and an- 
other application at another time. 
There are many examples and illustra- 
tions of that, showing that it is the same 
Spirit who always presides and directs 
and controls. 

There, then, is some of the evidence 
to establish the claim of the Old Testa- 
ment in this matter of authority. 

But someone may say at this point: 
“All you have done is to raise the ques- 
tion of the authority of the New Testa- 
ment. You have been basing your argu- 
ments on statements of the New Testa- 
ment. But what of the New Testament 
itself?” The answer to this question, it 
seems to me, is a perfectly simple one, 
but one, I think, which we sometimes 
tend to neglect. 

Here we are face to face with the au- 
thority of the apostles. We can never 
realize too clearly the significance of 
this. The controlling principle in the 
New Testament is the authority of the 
apostles. Indeed, as you remember, what 
determined the canonicity of the vari- 
ous books that are in the New Testa- 
ment was the test of apostolicity. The 
Holy Spirit guided the early Church to 


do this. Certain apocryphal gospels were 
being put forward. Certain epistles had 
been written by good and excellent men 
in which they had said wonderful things. 
But they were not all recorded and in- 
cluded in the Canon. Why not? They 
failed the test of apostolicity. The only 
things which went in were those which 
either had been written by the apostles 
themselves or by their disciples or by 
those who were influenced by them. 
That is a vital and essential principle. 
Do we always realize, I wonder, as 
we should, that the apostles claimed for 
themselves a unique authority? They as- 
serted it constantly. We need to go back 
and reconsider the New ‘Testament 
teaching about the apostles. The Lord, 
you remember, sent them out in the 
days of His flesh and gave them author- 
ity to preach and cast out devils. They 
could have done nothing without that 
authority. It was not their own author- 
ity: it was the authority they had de- 
rived and received from Him. But this 
is equally applicable to what they wrote. 
Their writings are a fulfillment of what 
our Lord said as recorded in John 16: 
12-14: “I have yet many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will show you things to 
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receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you.” Now the apostles always claimed 
that what they said and wrote was the 
substantiation and verification of that 
promise. They did not speak as ordinary 
men. They spoke as apostles. 

Observe the way in which they intro- 
duce themselves in their epistles. The 
apostle Paul does it constantly: “Paul, 
a servant of Jesus Christ called to be an 
apostle,” which really means a “called 
apostle.” That is the whole basis of his 
argument and teaching. That is why he 
argues as he does with the members of 
the church at Corinth. People had gone 
round the churches questioning Paul’s 
right to be an apostle. They said, “This 
man is not an apostle. He did not keep 
company with the Lord. He was not 
there. He has come in afterward and is 
an interloper. He is setting up himself 
and his own teaching.” Paul therefore 
is always careful to assert that he is an 
apostle. And he has certain definite 
proofs of that. The supreme proof was 
this, that he has seen the risen Lord (I 
Corinthians 9:1). No man was an apostle 
unless he had seen the risen Lord, and 
could therefore be a witness to the Res- 
urrection. A man might have been a 
very good man, soundly converted and 
with great spiritual insight. He might 
have been an excellent preacher. But if 
he was not able to witness to the Resur- 
rection as an eye-witness, that he had 
seen the risen Lord, he could not be an 
apostle. Hence you see Paul’s argument 
in I Corinthians chapters 9 and 15. 

To be an apostle, however, was to be 
one who not only had seen the risen 
Lord, but who must be able to claim, 
and substantiate his claim, that he had 
been called and appointed especially to 
be an apostle by the Lord Himself di- 
rectly. Paul and Peter and John claimed 
that very thing, and the whole basis of 
their authority is founded upon that. So 
that when they spoke they did not speak 
as men only. Listen to Paul in I Thes- 
salonians 2:13: “For this cause also 
thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not 
as the word of men, but, as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which effectual- 
ly worketh also in you that believe.” 
That is the claim. They were speaking 
as men sent from God with an authority 
confined to the apostles. The apostle 
Paul sometimes puts this very strongly 
indeed as in Galatians 1:8: “But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed.” You cannot get anything 
stronger than that. Listen to him again 
in the next verses: “But I certify you, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I 
neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of 
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Jesus Christ.” “I am not preaching,” 
says Paul, in effect, “what I have been 
told or taught by the other apostles.” 
“I am preaching what is in agreement 
with their teaching, but I did not get it 
even from them. I received it from 
Jesus Christ.” “I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also received”—And 
he received it from the Lord. His au- 
thority is direct. That is apostolic au- 


thority, that is what they claimed in 
their preaching, and in their writings. 
The result was that a man like the 
apostle Paul, who was a humble man, 
does not hesitate to say this in writing 
to the Philippians in 3:17: “Brethren be 
followers together of me.” Now that 
would be sheer egotism if he were not 
speaking as an apostle. They all wrote 
with authority. They reprimand, they 


rebuke, they command, and they ask 
men to follow them, and to agree with 
them, and to walk in the same manner 
as they were walking. That is the claim 
that was made by the apostles. . 

Furthermore what’ is so interesting to 
observe is that it is a claim that others - 
recognized and acknowledged. Look at 
the remarkable way in which the apostle 
Peter (II Peter 3:15, 16) recognizes this 
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about the apostle Paul. He is referring 
to the Second Coming, to the end of 
the world, and says: “ ... even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to 
the wisdom given unto him hath writ- 
ten unto you; As also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; in 
which are some things hard to be un- 
derstood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the 
other Scriptures [he accords to Paul's 
writing the category of Scriptures] unto 
their own destruction.” The apostles 
recognized the authority in one another. 

Still more interesting, the early Chris- 
tians all recognized it. They submitted 
to it. They took the word of the apos- 


tles. They accepted their decisions. It 
was something universally accepted. 
Indeed, we can go further. I have re- 
minded you that the early Church also 
accepted it. And that is why the test of 
canonicity was the test of apostolicity. 
In other words, the claim that is made 
everywhere is this: that the Church is 
built and established upon “the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets” 
(Eph. 2:20 ff). We have no other au- 
thority whatsoever. What do we know 
about the Lord Jesus Christ apart from 
the testimony of these men and apart 
from their teaching? The authority of 
the apostles undergirds and underlies 
the authority of the Gospels and the 
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Epistles; the Book of Acts, the whole of 
the New Testament. And we either ac- 
cept that or else we do not. It is the 
only authority. It is the final authority. 

And there can be no addition to it. 
It cannot be added to because there 
cannot be any successors to the apostles. 
By definition there can be no successors 
to the apostles. We assert this as against 
Rome, and Anglo-Catholicism, and all 
who teach the spurious doctrine of apos- 
tolic succession. If an apostle is a man 
who must have seen the risen Lord and 
who is therefore able to witness to the 
fact of the Resurrection, there cannot 
be successors. And there have been no 
successors. There have been none who 
have been specially called and endowed 
and inspired to speak and to teach au- 
thoritatively by the risen Lord Himself 
directly. The thing is impossible. There 
is no fresh revelation. There is no need 
of any. It was given and given finally 
to the apostles (Jude 3). 

The Church is built and founded up- 
on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets. We therefore reject every sup- 
posed new revelation, every addition to 
doctrine. We assert that all teaching and 
all truth and all doctrine must be tested 
in the light of the Scriptures. Here is 
God’s revelation of Himself, given in 
parts and portions in the Old Testa- 
ment with an increasing clarity and 
with a culminating finality, coming 
eventually “in the fullness of the times” 
to the perfect, absolute, final revelation 
in the Son. He in turn enlightens and 
reveals things to these apostles, endows 
them with a unique authority, fills them 
with the needed ability and power, and 
gives them the teaching that is essential 
to the well-being of the Church and 
God’s people. We can only build upon 
this one unique authority. 

The choice for us today is as simple 
as it was for those first Christians in the 
early days. We either accept this author- 
ity or else we accept the authority of 
“modern knowledge,” modern science, 
human understanding, human ability. It 
is one or the other. 

Let us not be confused by the modern 
argument about a changed position. We 
are still left where believers have always 
been left. It is still “Christ or the 
critics.” 

For us, for the reasons that I have 
tried to give, there is no real choice. 
There, trusting to human ability and 
understanding, everything is flux and 
change, uncertain and insecure, ever 
liable to collapse. Here is not only “the 
impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture”: 
here is the Light of the world, the Word 
of God, the Truth itself. 

“Lord, Thy Word abideth and our 
footsteps guideth.” 

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but my Word shall not pass away.” It 
is a word that abides in time; it is a 
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word that abides in death; it is a word 


- that shall confront us in eternity. For 


the Son of God Himself has said: “I 
came not to judge the world, but to 
save the world. He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him: the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day” (John 12:47, 48). END 





LATIN-AMERICA 
(Continued from page 5) 
answer, intellectually and emotionally 
satisfying, to the question of the young 
lawyer in the hotel room in Costa Rica. 

Protestantism’s response to that ques- 
tion will determine the answer to that 
other question, “Can Latin-America be 
won for Christ?” And in a very real 
sense, to a far greater extent than most 
North Americans realize now, the future 
prosperity and security of the United 
States are dependent upon Latin-Amer- 
ica. Statistical reports apparently indi- 
cate a jump in the postwar years in 
Mexico, Central America, South America 
and the Caribbean that has brought the 
Protestant community to the neighbor- 
hood of eight million people. In a total 
population of 175 million this is a rela- 
tively small minority—but would repre- 
sent an encouraging growth nevertheless. 
Along with these figures, a rate of Protes- 
tant growth far in excess of current pop- 
ulation increase is also reported and the 
spectacular growth of evangelical church- 
es in such countries as Brazil and Chile 
is offered as proof. The inevitable as- 
sumption then is that Latin America is 
being won for Christ and that it is only 
a matter of time. 

Such a picture, however, may not be 
true to the facts. Present statistical state- 
ments are not reliable. The fact is that 
no statistical survey has been carried out 
for the entire area since World War II, 
and, therefore, current reports are mere 
estimates. Only the figures to be fur- 
nished in the new World Christian 
Handbook, soon to come off the press, 
will reveal whether or not reported 
growth has been exaggerated as a result 
of overly optimistic “preacher” counts. 

Another significant consideration is 
the fact that Protestant advance has not 
taken place evenly in all groups or de- 
nominations. The fact is that in most 
countries the growth of long-established 
church bodies has even failed to keep 
up with population increase. Most re- 
gular denominational bodies and, in 
fact, the majority of the older missionary 
societies including the evangelical, so- 
called “faith” missions, may rejoice in 
the over-all expansion of Protestantism, 
but they can take little comfort from the 
records of their own church growth and 
expansion in the post-war years. 

For the truth of the matter is that 
the greater part of this growth is to be 
attributed to the influx of innumerable 
new groups—some of them old but re- 
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latively small denominations entering 
Latin-America for the first time; others, 
new denominational or semi-denomina- 
tional bodies; some independent funda- 
mentalist agencies of varying stripes; 
others, extreme groups representing so- 
called “fringe” sects. It is almost entirely 
among these that Protestantism has ex- 
panded—and of these, chiefly among the 
Pentecostal groups, whose spectacular 
spread throughout Latin-America as well 
as in other parts of the world has been 
self-evident. 

God’s hand may very well be in all 
this, and one cannot but rejoice for 
every fresh voice raised up to preach the 
gospel. But it would be improper not to 
recognize that the multiplicity of foreign 
missionary agencies with their inevitable 
overlapping and conflicting claims and 
messages at a time of growing national- 
ism cannot but introduce a certain 
amount of confusion and disorder into 
the whole picture of the missionary en- 
terprise. Such a confusion in message 
and overlapping in activities will neces- 
sarily affect and may very well slow down 
the advance of the gospel in Latin- 
America in coming years. 

The situation is further complicated 
by the rapid advance among groups thus 
far not classified with evangelical Christ- 
ianity. A Seventh-day Adventist folder 
handed out at the door by a neatly- 
dressed Costa Rican girl carried informa- 
tion that revealed that a world-wide 
community barely numbering one mil- 
lion souls was able, nevertheless, to con- 
tribute over 60 million dollars per year 
for missions and support almost 40,000 
workers in 198 countries of the world. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are expanding at 
a rate of 400 percent. According to 


Marley Cole, author of Jehovah's Wit- 

nesses: The New World Society, “During 
the decade 1942-1952 the number of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses doubled in North 

America, multiplied five times in Asia, 

more than six times in the Pacific Is-' 
lands, about seven times in Europe and 
Africa, more than twelve times in the 
Atlantic Islands and nearly fifteen times 
in South America.” 

Whatever the exact statistical figures, 
it is clear that the representatives of the 
main stream of evangelical Christianity 
have little in the present situation to 
warrant the illusion that their groups are 
making headlong strides in the race to 
win Latin-America for Christ. 

A second factor to be kept in mind 
is a breakdown, apparent in many 
places, in the effort to establish strong, 
self-propagating national churches. It is 
a puzzle to more than one missionary 
today that national church bodies, which 
ten or fifteen years ago seemed to be 
making healthy strides in the pursuit 
of indigenous church objectives and re- 
garding which glowing reports were sent 
home, are now in the doldrums, caught 
up in problems and tensions of relation- 
ship between mission and church, with 
a consequent loss of spiritual life and 
evangelistic outreach. 

Everywhere missionaries are experienc- 
ing a sense of frustration as they seek 
the solution to this problem. This is not 
the place for a full analysis of the under- 
lying causes. An easy but inadequate 
and even misleading explanation is to 
attribute it to “nationalism.” But that 
is to gloss over certain failures on the 
part of missions in relation to the na- 
tional church and its leaders. And it 
completely ignores the - social and 
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economic revolution, the spiraling costs 
of living, the growing impact of con- 
fused city life that is making itself felt 
even in rural areas—all of which are 
creating a new situation. 

Without any doubt one of the most 
urgent needs of the missionary enter- 
prise in Latin-America at the present 
moment is a careful study and review 
of indigenous church theory and method 
in the light of the current situation. 
Any hope of successful missionary effort 
in Latin-America is dependent upon 
working out a proper partnership with 
the Latin-American church and _ its 
leaders in the days to come. 

A third aspect of the picture is the 
lack of capable national leadership. In 
every country the story is the same—key 
positions of leadership in churches, 
schools, and other institutions vacant 
for lack of qualified Latin-Americans. 
“Whatever else I learned,” concluded 
E. J. Bingle, a member of the Research 
Secretariat of the International Mission- 
ary Council, in a fairly recent tour of 
the Caribbean, “I saw more clearly than 
ever that the ministry, taken in its many 
aspects of recruitment, instruction, voca- 
tion, and support, is the unsolved prob- 
lem of the younger churches.” This ob- 
servation is borne out by those who have 
traveled in the other countries of Latin- 
America. 


Here again the causes are not easy to 
find. Whether this represents a failure of 
the mission training program or not, 
is difficult to say. Certainly it points 
up the urgent necessity—if Latin-Amer- 
ica is to be won for Christ—for a careful 
examination and re-evaluation of our 
present Bible Institute program. 

Perhaps a more penetrating explana- 
tion for the lack of leaders is to be 
found in the reluctance of missionaries 
to entrust responsibilities of leadership 
in the hands of nationals. After all, the 
best preparation for leadership is leader- 
ship itself. This failure has been a source 
ot resentment on the part of many na- 
uonal workers. 

Against the discouraging aspects of the 
picture painted above, are other factors 
of a more encouraging nature. One ot 
them is the fact that all over Latin- 
America there has been carried out for 
years a process of widespread sowing of 
the gospel. The Bible Societies alone 
have circulated millions of Bibles and 
New Testaments. Hundreds of millions 
of tracts and pamphlets have been dis- 
tributed. The message of salvation has 
been proclaimed throughout the con- 
tinent—and a harvest is inevitable. God’s 
Word does not return unto Him void, 
and there are many indications that 
Latin-Americans of every walk of life 
are open to the gospel as never before. 
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In a very special way this is Latin- 
America’s hour of opportunity. 

A well-known pastor of one of the 
Caribbean islands reported recently on 
his conversation with the head of that 
country. “I am not a Roman Catholic,” 
affirmed that chief-of-state. “I was born 
and baptized in that church, but I never 
attend: its dogma and ritual have no 
attraction for me. Neither am I a Com- 
munist. I only read the New Testament 
and seek to follow the teachings of 
Jesus.” A man close to the kingdom, 
perhaps needing only the faithful inter- 
cession of other Christians to draw him 
in. There are many men in high posi- 
tions of government throughout Latin- 
America today who are not far from the 
Lord. 

Another encouraging factor is the re- 
cent trend on the part of evangelical 
missionary agencies to draw together and 
coérdinate their efforts in specific fields 
of endeavor. For several years the part- 
nership of missionary radio stations for 
the production and distribution of 
gospel programs under the Pan Ameri- 
can Christian Network has been a bright 
light in the picture of inter-mission co- 
6peration, pointing a way to more effec- 
tive work in other fields as well. 

A similar development took place this 
year when some sixty national church 
bodies, mission boards, and literature 
agencies banded together for a wide- 
spread evangelical literature movement 
under the name LEAL (Evangelical 
Literature for Latin-America). 

When it is considered that some three- 
fourths—or over three thousand—of the 
present staff of missionaries scattered 
throughout Latin-America are members 
of conservative, evangelical societies, the 
possibilities and potentialities of co- 
ordination and cooperation in an all-out 
effort to evangelize the entire area are in- 
calculable. Why should not such an ef- 
fort be made? 

At the present rate of progress and 
given the present methods and condi- 
tions of operation, it is evident that 
Latin-America is not being won for 
Christ. Add all the factors of the Latin- 
American situation—an emerging middle 
class-particularly open to the Protestant 
message, a field that has been intensively 
sown with the gospel, modern tools and 
media for doing the job, a growing na- 
tional church and a large missionary 
staff—and above everything else the 
promise of power from on high—and the 
answer is that Latin-America can be won 
for Christ. The one big question is 
whether the Church at home and the 
missionary forces and Church on the 
field will meet the conditions and pay 
the price. On the answer to that ques- 
tion rests the destiny of Latin-America 
and to a great extent the destiny of the 
United States as well. 
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